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PREFACE

Ten division of the Hebrew kingdom at the death
of Bolomon turned the courses of Hebrew life and
thought into such entirely mew channels that that
which precedes and that which follows this eventful
act constitute, in s sense, two independent historical
units. Both, however, are parts of an organio whole,
and therefore our knowledge of one remains incom-
plete without & familiarity with the other. Recogniz-
ing that many threads were necesaarily left loose, and
that many conclugions, especially in the analysis of the
historical sources, were atated withont complete proof,
it was with great hesitation that the first volume was
submitted to the publie. Ita sima, however, have been
80 generously appreciated by all classes of Bible stu-
dents that it is with keen pleasure that I now endeavor
to redeem the implied promise, and gather up these
loose threads by presenting the subsequent develop-
ment of the history, since this itself constitutes the
most satisfactory and final proof of the conclusions
previously offered. Thus, for example, in the full light
of the reformation of Josiah, the peculiar ideas of the
Deunteronomie editor of Judges and Samuel are clearly
intelligible, and the inconsistencies in these books,
which st first seem so glaring, disappear w Ses won
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perspective of history. During the prophetic period
also the great religious truths, heretofore found omly
in germ, unfold, making this, of all Semitic antiquity,
the era unquestionably the richest in ita intellectual
and spiritual development.

While the determination to limit the present volume
to the length prescribed by the wants of the busy
reader has been persistently adhered to,the aim haa
been so to introduce him to the character, work, and
easential teachings of each of the prophets that he may
find in their recorded worda that reslity and meaning
which are imposaible without a clear understanding of
their historieal background.

A detailed critical analysis of the different prophet-
ioal books, which are the main historical sources for
the varions periods, has not been attempted, since the
sections whose date and authorship are in question
fortunately do not contain data of sufficient importance
to modify materially our conception of the history;
and therefore such a treatment would be aside from
the purpose of the present work, which deals primarily
with the life of the Hebrew people in its political,
social, and religious aspects rather tham with their
literary producta.

The course of the development of Hebrew history
was determined eo largely by the influence of the two
great world-powers, Assyria and Babylonia, that they
suggest the most practical division into periods. Be-
fore the advent of Assyria the histories of the two
Hebrew kingdoms ran closely parallel and therefora
they have been considered together. Subsequently they



PREFACE wii

were separated so widely that they have been treated
independently. References to sections, preceded by
the RBoman numeral L, refer to the first volume of this
history, which treats of the period included between
the settlement in Cansan and the division of the
kingdom.

Trusting that this work will prove to many only &
starting-point for & more detailed study of the variety
of interesting problems which arise in connection with
each chapter, I have given in the Appendix a full list of
references to the leading suthorities. The bibliog-
raphy therein contained also suggests the previous
writers to whom I am indebted.

In the same connection I take pleasure in acknowl-
edging a more personal indebtedness to Professor
Frank K. Sanders, Ph. D., of Yale University, and
the Reverends Samuel B. Sherrill and Stephen G.
Hopkins, who have reviewed the present volume in
manuscript.

O.F.E

BERLIF, GERMANY,

January 2, 1807,






PART I

THE PRE-ASSYRIAN PERIOD OF
HEBREW HISTORY






