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CHAPTER I.
: A CHARACTER.

BixTy years ago, a tall, gloomy houose, of a
very dingy, unpromising aspect, In Lincoin's Inn
Fields, waa inbabited hy Thomas TDurant, aoe of
the most sagacious lawyera of the day.

By birth he was a gentleman, the younger son
of the Durants of Stanton-Combe, an old, though
docayed family, in the county of Durham. The
fumily estate was greatly encombered by debta
and mortgages, and, owing to the swilden death
of his father, he was left unprovided for. Ed-
ward, the elder som, took all, excepting the moth-
ers jonture of three thpusapd pounds. The
younger son was pennyless; and, as if to increage
his difficultics, had begn bred to po profession.
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In talenis and temper the young men were as
different oz in fortone. T'be elder brother was
of weak mind, and with that pliant, easy temp-
er which i3 freqoently its accompaniment; the
younger was aotive and enterprizing in mind,
subtle m intellect, and by temper, resentful and
implacabla. He seemed oeturally made to rule,
and the other 1o pubmit; and such might have
been therr fate, had not the elder, to the amaze-
ment of every one, when the period of mourning
for the father had jnsl passed, brought home &
bride—a haughty countey beauty, without fortune,
but impatient of any restraint, and perfectly ca-
pable, and very willing, to take the place of gov-
EIDNOT.

The first act of her supremacy was to hiot that
the absence of the mother was desired by her, and
that her jointure was sufficient for 2 widow to live
retiredly upon ; and, furthermore, that it was her
will that the brother should choose hiz profession ;
to enable him to do which, she presented him with
a few hundred pounds. Te live upon her joint-
ure is what g widow looks forward to, therefore
the mother paid little : she acquiesced patiently.
Not so the younger son.  He fung back the
money with ineffable disdain, and vowed to raise
himself to wenlth and power by his own unassisted
efforts ; assuring his sister-in-law, at the same time,
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that she should Live to repent the day in which she
forced him thus from the home of his ancestors,
It is, as every body knows, the commoenest thing
in the world for angry people to witer threats;
therefore, when Mr. Thomas Durant sad, further,
that his children should live under that roof when
kera were beggars, she only laughed, and thonght
no more of i,

Thomas Durant went strasght o London, and
commenced his career by writing for lawyers.
T'o London his mother followed him, and besought
him earnestly to share the home she was still
enabled to enjoy. He, however, was of that
resolute temper which, when once Eurly in the
strife against difficulty, has a pride in the combat :
he: repolsed every offer of assistance, and even
every expression of sympathy. The mother,
navertheless, estallished hersell near him, aned,
unable to force assistance opon him, or to wring
from him either affection or compla, satisfied
herself by knowing that he was not caoly alive,

but able to keep himself above want, What,
~ therefore, he wonld not rteceive from her in her
lifetime, she resolved to asccummlate for him at
her death ; and she lived long enongh, practising
every possible self<denial, for accumulation to
become the pleasure of her life.  She hived a
female miser, and at her death bequoeathed him




