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TO THE READER.

This translstion and paraphrase of the second volume of Hegel's larger
Logic is herewith submitted to a small circle of students who sympnt.]ﬁze
with an attempt to interpret in English the subtle and froitful thoughts
of Hegel on the subject of the categories of Reflection—showing their
genesis from the experience which the mind mpkes of the transitoriness
of the world of sense-objects, and showing, at the same time, the limits
of the validity of those categories, It is by no means s complete elabora-
tion of the whole book—some parts being less then a fluent translation,
and lacking commentary altogether, while others are believed to be fairly
adequate. The translator's commentary is included in parentheses, The
work was begun and continned under the auspices of the “ Kant Club™
of 8t. Louis, Missouri, snd has been used as & hand-book by that club.
The translator hopes to add, from time to time, more commentary to
this volume, and has promised to write for it an introduetion which will
attempt to deduce the point of view for * Essence,” from that of * Being,"”
which Hegel treats in the first volume. A paraphrase of the third vol-
ume, treating of the Syllogism, Teleology in Nature, and the sbaclute
Ideal of the World or the Personality of the Absolute—which Hegel
diseusses under the subjects of * Bubjectivitit” * Objectivitit,” and
“#Jdee"—is in progress, and may be given to the same public that this
volume reaches. = :

The reader will find it profitable to study these pages in connection
with the exposition of “Essence™ given in the smaller Logic of the
Encyclopedia of Hegel, as found in the elegant and exact rendering of
Mr., Wallace of Oxford University.

It is needless to sqy that this book will in no wise supply the place of a
continuation of the famous * Secret of Hegel ” by Dr, Stirling, which gives
s translation of, and sn exhaustive commentary on, the greater part of the
firet volume of the larger Logic. This paraphrase undertakes a sort of
anxiliary work that will be unuecessary when we receive the continuation
of that work from its sathor.

May 1, 1881,
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pendence, which js independence; because that which depends has
its being in another, and really depends on its own being in this other).
It is being in and for itself (independent and total); absolute being
in itself, since it is indifferent towards all determinateness of being
(i. &., towards all that belongs to the first phases of things), sll other-
being (dependence on others), and relation to another, is entively an-
nulled ; it is, however, not mercly this being in itself, for as such it.
would be only the abstraction of the pure essence; but it is likewise
essentinlly being for itself (i. e., a being which realizes itaelf in others
dependent upon it— others which manifest it), it is itself the negative
activity which performs for itself this cancelling of the other-being,
dependence upon otbers, and the characteristics which it receives
tllroug!l others.

Essence as the perfeet return of being into itself (4. e., the firat
phose of things traced out through its relations into a totality, so that
the whole stonds in self-relation, is essence) is, at firat, undefived,
for the determinateness of being are cancelled in it; it contains
them in itself —but not in & form in which they are explicitly stated.
Absolute essence, in this simplicity, has no particularity (Daseyn).
But it must pass over into particularity (7. e, 8 correct apprehension
of it will find particularity belonging to it) ; for it is being in and for
itself — that is to say, it distinguishea the determinations which it con-
tains in itself (for this is an active proocess whose negative relation to
itzelf is an act of distinguishing), since it is a repulsion of itself from
itself, or indifference towards itself, negative relation to itself, it
posits itself in self-opposition, and is only infinite being for itself in
so far as it is the unity of itself with this ite difference. Essence is
the absolute unity of Being within and for itself; its act of determin-
ing remains, therefore, wholly within this unity, and, therefore, is not
2 BECOMING, OT & TRANSITION, nor are its determinations something
other (alien, foreign), nor ave its relations directed to another; they
are independent —but only thus while they are in their unity with
each other. Since essence is in its first aspect simple negativity, the
determinateness which it containa only in itself, in its sphere, is to be
stated so as to give it its particularity, and its being for itself (its.
realizatiorf).

Essence is, in the entire compass of logic (that is, in relation to
the other spheres), the same that quantity was in the sphere of being
(gnantity as related to quality and to mode). That is to say, essence
is absolute indifference toward limits. Quantity is this indifference
in its immediateness or first phase, and the limit as regards it is an



