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PREFACE

That the child should focus his attention on a very fow words
at one time; that these words should have a definite meaning and
utility to him; and thai they should reappear in his writing and
in kis spelling lessons so that he cannet forget them—these are
the main principles on which Trr MErrnL SpELLER B built.

In the Third Year two words are selected for special study in
each lesson, supplemented by four easier words. The number of
werds in & lesson ig incressed in the succeeding grades, but the
same distinction 18 kept between the words prezenting spelling
difficulties and the secondary list of review words or relatively
eagy words.

It 18 primarily the teacher who must sce that the children
know the meaning of the word they etudy and that they use it
correctly. Inm the text-book we ean show the meaning of & word
by its context in eentences, by grouping it with synonyms or
words related in sense, and by direeting the pupil to the dictionary.

Reviewing, not only throughout the grade bui in the spelling
lessons of later years, is essential to permanent mastery of diffi-
cult words. In this Speller the fifth lesson of each week is de-
voted to a review of the week’s work, and a genersl review is
provided four times a year. For further review, the more difficult
words are carried from grade to grade for study in the secondary
lista.

This Bpeller is a revision of the Worp anp BenteENce Boox by
Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, long Superintendent of Public Schools in
‘Washington, I. C. The bock was a pioneer in many characteris-
tice which are given prominence in the newest spellers. In re-
vising the book, we have sought to make mich additions and
modifications a8 would bring it into harmony with the best
.modern courses of instruction, Shorter lesscns, & closer grading
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of words, the elimination of words not now appropriate, and the
use of & current vocabulary have given the book a completely
new cast,

In selecting the eoeabulary we have drawn chiefly from lists of
words frequently misspelled and words that teachers in many
different localities have selected for special drill. Webster's
New International Dictionary, rovision of 1910, has been used
as the spelling authority.

The spelling lesson can and should be made inleresiing o the
¢hild, The words which be studies phould take on an individu-
ality, and the lessons here are aimed to contribute in various
ways to this end. PBusy work in the Third Year and similar
activities in the later grades are suggested, and should form the
bagis of further development by tha teacher. Class conversation
and orsl composition should prow out of the quotations in the
lessons and out of the idess suggested by the correlated words
grouped in & lesson. The child's vocabulary, both spoken and
written, can be gteadily enriched through the spelling lessons,

Correct promuncigiion ia another by-produet of the spelling
lesson, This text-book gradually familiarizes the pupil with the
chief disecritical marks used in the dictionaries, and provides
exercises that illustratc typical errors in pronunciation. Careful
enunciation is o important an aid to correct spelling that it should
invariably havs its place in the daily spelling lesson.

The use of the dictionery ghould be made a pari of the regular
work, 8o that the pupil will learn how 1o use it intelligently and
will acquire the habit of turning to the dictionary whenever he is
in doubt as io spelling, pronunciation, or meaning. ;

Critical suggestions from many educators have contributed
largely to the merita of the Speller and their generous interest in
it is gratefully acknowledged.



WHY SOME WORDS ARE DIFFICULT

The diffieulty in epelling and pronouncing English words arisea
from the use of *

(1) Silent letters.

{2) The same letter to represent different sounds.

(3) Different letters to represent the same sound.

Pupils should be drilled thoroughly on & few representative
words, with a view to tralning the faculty and forming {he habit
of cbeerving these peculiarities clogely wherever found. Exereises
in analyzing the speliing of & word, similar to the following, are
valuable.

Coupgh (kof), c-ou-g-h, i a dificult word beeause it haz five
letters and only three sounds; 4 is silent, and the scund of f is
represented by the equivalent gh.

Ver' y, v-e-r-y; the spelling of this word is difficult to remember
‘because most words similar in sound (ferry, berry, merry) have two
r's; one r in very. ]

Cro quette” (krd kitt'), c-r-o-g-u-e-t-t-e, is a difficult word be-
cause it has nine letters and only six sounds; the final 2 and ¢ ave
gilent; ¢ in the first syllable and gu in the last evllable are each
pronounced like k.

Sep’ a rate, s-epa-r-a-te, has eight letters and only seven
sounds; e final is generally silent; the spelling of this word is diffi-
eult to remember because the sound of ¢ in the second syllable is
obecure; two a's in separate.

In applying the diacritical marks to combinstions of letters
representing a single elementary sound, it is customary to give
the proper mark to the letter that is sounded, and regard the other
letters of the combination as silent; thus: bédd' t5.
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Five great professions have hitherto existed in every civilized
nation, The soldier's profession iz to defend it; the pastor's to
teach it; the physician’s to keep it in health; the lawyer's to en-
force justice in it; the merchant’s to provide for it. And the
duty of all these men is, on due ceeasion, to die for it.—RusEm

hith er to’ civ’i lize oc ca’ sion
pro fes” sion due pas’ tor law’ yer
g
phy si’ cian pro vide’ ‘pro vi’ sion
jus’ tice ex it de fend’ en foree’
From dictation, write the quotation from Ruskin in Lesson 1,
8
pos ses’ sion col li‘sion ex cur’ sion
di vi’ sion pen’ sion mis’ gion pas’ sion
What similarity do you find in the words of Lessons 3 and 47
4
ex ten’gion ex pan’sicn ses’ sion
ge clu’sion  permis’sion  explo’sion  ex plode’
& Review

Review Lessons 1-4. Write in & column the words ending in
ston.
133



