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INTRODUCTION TO SECOND EDITION.

The great interest which has been manifested in
the first edition of this little book would indicate that
it tended, in a measure at least, to fill a decidedly long-
felt want, and this has encouraged me to pursue the
subject somewhat further. The fact that my book has
met with so little adverse criticism I regard as a great
compliment. Indeed, there has been but one criticism,
sa far as I know, which was worthy of notice, and that
is noticed briefly on page 32.

In this second edition, therefore, I have added the
results of my further investigation to the matter already
contained in the first edition,
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PART ONE.

HERBERT SPENCER’S OPINION OF A
CLASSICAL EDUCATION.

Upon the subject of education Mr. Herbert Spen-
cer has the following to say:

" The remark is trite that in his shop, or his oifice,
in managing his estate or his family, in playing his
part as director of a bank or a railway, he [the college
graduate] is little aided by this knowledge he tock so
many years to acquire—so little that generally the
greater part of it drops out of his memory. * * *

“ If we inquire what is the real motive for giving
boys a classical education, we find it to be simply con-
formity to public opinion. Men dress their children’s
minds as they do their bodies, in the prevailing fashion.
* * *

“ A boy's drilling in Latin and Greek is insisted on,
not because of their intrinsic value, but that he may not
be disgraced by being found ignorant of them — that
he may have the ‘education of a geatleman'— the
badge marking a certain social position, and bringing
a consequent respect. * * *

“To get above some and be reverenced by them,
and to propitiate those who are above us, is the uni-
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