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e All
The multituds of Angels, with & shout
Loud as from numbers without number, sweet
As from bless'd voices, uttering joy, beav'n rung
‘With jubilee, and loud Hosannas fill'd
Th' eternal regions.”

Micr. Pamap, Lost, Book 1.
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TO

THE KING.

GREATNESS of mind is never more willingly acknow-
ledged, nor more sincerely reverenced, than when
it descends into the regions of general life, and by
countenancing common pur‘suita, or partaking common
amusements, shews that it borrows nothing from distance
or formality.

By the notice which Your Majesty hags been pleased
to bestow upon the celebration of HANDEL'S memory,
You have condescended to add Your veice to public
praise, and give Your sanction to musical emulation.

The delight which Music affords seems to be one of the
first attainments of rational nature ; wherever there is bu-
manity, there is modulated sound. The mind setfree from
the resistless tyranny of painful want, employs its first
leisure upon some savage melody. Thus in those lands
of unprovided wretchedness, which Your Majesty's
encouragement of naval investigation has brought lately
to the koowledge of the polished world, though all
things else were wanted, every nation had its Music;
an art of which the radiments accompany the commence-
ments, and the refinements adom the completion of
civility, in which the inhabitants of the earth seek their
first refuge from evil, and perhaps, may find at last the
most elegant of their pleasures.
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iv DEDICATION.

But that this pleasure may be truly elegant, science
and nature must assist each other; a quick sensibility
of Melody and Harmony, is not always originally be-
stowed, and those who are born with this susceptibility
of modulated sounds, are often ignorant of its priuciples,
and wust therefore be in a great degree delighted by
chance; but when Your Majesty is pleased to be pre-
sent at Musical Performances, the artists may congratu-
late themselves upon the attention of a judge in whom
all requisites coneur; who hears them not merely
with instinctive emotion, but with rational approba-
tion, and whose praise of HANDEL is not the effusion
of credulity, but the exanation of Science,

How near or how distant the time may be, when the
art of combining sounds sball be brought to its highest
perfection by the natives of Great Britain, this is not
the place to enquire; but the eflorts produced in other
parts of knowledge by Your Majesty’s fuvour, give
hopes that Music may make quick advances now it is
recommended by the attention, and dignified by the
patronage of our Sovereign.

Iam,
With the most profovud Humility,
Your Majesry's most dutiful

And devoted Subject and Servant,

CHARLES BURNEY.
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tlemen of the first rank ; attended by the most numerous
and polite audience that was ever assembled on a
similar occasion in any country; among whom, mnot
only the King, Queen, Royal Family, Nobility, and
great Ofiicers of State appeared, but the Archbisbops,
Bishops, and other dignified Clergy, with the heads of
the Law, would form an era in Music, as bonourable to
the art and to natiopal gratitnde, as to the great Artist
himgelf who has given occasion o the Pestival.

HaxpEL, whose genius and abilities have lately been
80 nobly commemorated, though not a pative of Eng-
land, spent the greatest part of his life in the service
of ita inhabitants ; improving our taste, delighting us in
the church, the theatre, and the chamber; and intro-
ducing among us 8o many species of musical excellence,
that, during more than half a century, while sentiment,
not fashion, guided oor applause, we neither wanted nor
wished for any other standard. He arrived among us
at a barbarous period for almost every kind of music,
except that of the church. But besides his oralorio
choruses, which are so well intitled to immortality, his
organ-pieces, and manner of playing, are still such
models of perfection as no master in Europe has sur-
passed ; and his operas were composed in a style so
new and excellent, that no Music has gince, with all its
refinements of melody and symmetry of air, in perform-
ance, had such effects on the audience.

Indeed his works were go long the models of perfec-
tion in this country, that they may be said to have
formed our national taste. For though many in the
capital have been partial, of late years, to the compo-
sitions of Italy, Germany, and France, yet the nation
at Jarge has rather tolerated than adopted these
novelties.

The English, & manly, military race, were instantly
captivated by the grave, bold, and nervons style of









