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ADVERTISEMENT.

‘Tuw greater part of the following pages were written
nearly a year and 2 hall ago, since which time various cir-
cumstances have intervened 1o obstruct the author and im-
pede the publication. He trvzes, nevertheless, that these oe-
currences, however annoying to himself, have not had any
effect in injuring the work ; for, favoured by the public
far more than he iz conscious of deserving, there ig no
lalpur he would nol onderlake, po el he would not
make, to secure the continoance of its approbation.

As some of the lives are much more brief and general
than oilers, the wor! # Momoirg™ bhne hean geed, pnrhapfs
erroneously, as having a more confined meaning than
“ Lives " but at the some time, the author thinks it neces-
sary to say a few wards in regard {0 the canses which pre-
vented some of theze sheiches fiom being az much finished
and 28 minute as others. In one instance the character he
was called upon to pourtray, thoagh neeessarily ineluded in
the scries, posscssed 2o few pointz on which the wriler's
mind could rest with pleasore, that notwithetanding his
cfforts to the contrary, he unconscinasly ahridged the de-
tail. In another, he found that a far superior pen to his
owi, was epguged in giving a lengthened and accurste ac-
count of the person to whom the memoir he had com-
menced referred ¢ and nothing remained for him, but to
confine himselfto the gencral outline.  In regard to a third,
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although an infinity of unauthenticated anecdotes and doubt-
ful statements wero o ko found, for which the writer could
discover no clear authority, yet very litle precise infor-
mation was to be obtainel.

It is true, that these circomstanees musl, more or less,
affeet EVETY volume of h'lng'mphy; it the exeunse, b
teuste, will not on that sceonnt be held the less walil, for
not having been in all instanees a8 full and eireumsianfial
as he could have wished.
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