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PREFACE.

—_—

SEVERAL Dramatic Clubs have been started, from
time to time, either by Town or Gown, in Cam-
bridge, but no one of these has over achieved
‘the permanent suceess of the A, D. €., or Amatowr
Dramatiec Club of the University, which it was my
good fortune to have had the opportunity of founding
in 1855, so that next year, 1880, it will have existed
for a quarter of a contury, a duration unexampled in
the history of Cambridge Dramatic Clubs, whether
Academic or Oppidanic.

The most celebrated non-academie University Dra-
matic Bociety in Cambridge, called the Cambridge
Garrick Club,” was started in 1835, Among its
members it numbered very few University men, and
these were graduates, professors, and fellows of Col-
leges, who were cleeted, not qud University men, but
a8 Residents in the town of Cambridge, who, having
4 taste for English Dramatic Literature, were willing
to enconrage a Club that could show on its list of
honorary members, the names of Charles Kemble,
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W. Macready, Sheridan Knowles, Liston, and Douglas
Jervold.

Whether any of these distingnished characters,
—with the exception of Sheridan Knowles, whom
the Cluly entertained at a banquet given in  his
honour, nud Maeready, to whom the Club presented a
silver cup,—ever actively assisted at the meetings,
or performanees, of the Cambridge Garrick Club, I
have been unable to ascertain. As, however, in the
last published notiee of their performances at the
Barnewell Theatre, where Macready played Knowles's
Viyginins, the eritic of The Cambridye Chrontele, Aug. b,
1856, expresses a hope that the subseribers to the Club
may “see My, Tilbury on the next Garick perform-
ance in o character of more importance,” it is just
probable that the Cambridge Garrick continued its
representations for some hittle time after the Great Mae-
ready Star had disappeared in that ene overpowering
blaze of trivmph, which must have been encugh to ruin
any ordinary Club; for who would pay their money
to see the attempts of local talent, after witnessing
the finished performance of a great Dramatic genius ?

This Club may exist now in some shape, and twenty
years ago there was a town Dramatic Club, but
nobody of any note belonged to it, and its repre-
sentations, which took place out of term time, as a
rule, at the Barnewell Theatve, were given by Messrs,
Quince the carpenter, Snug the joiner, Flute the



