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PREFACE.

HIS booklet nesds no preface for him who s [amiliar with the
sacred booksof Buddhism, which have been made tiocessiblo
to the Western world by the indelatipable zeal and andustoy of
scholacs like Burnounl, Hodpson, Bigamdet, Bibler, Foucaus; Se-
nart, Weber, Fausbill, Alexander Croma, Wassiljow, lihys Davids,
F. Max- Muller, Childees, ©Mdenberg, Schiclocr, Litel, Deal, and
Spence FHardy,  Tha those not familiar with the subject it may be
staded that the bulk of {ts contents is derived from the old Buddhist
cancn.  Nany passages, and indead the most mmportant ones, @ne
literally copied from the translations of the origingl tests, Some are
rendered rather freely 10 order to make theny intelligitide 1o the pres-
ent generatinn.  Others have been reatranged § still olbers are ab-
breviated. Uesides the three intéoductary and the three concluding
chapters there are anly a few purcly original additions, which, how-
ever, are neither mere literary embellishments nor devialions from
Buddhist docirines, They contain nothing bot ideas for which pro-
todypes can be found somewhere among the traditions of Buddhism,
and have been added as elucidations of its main priociples;  Far
those who want to trace the Duddhizm of this book to its fountain-
hoad = table of refercace has been added, which indicates as briefly
as possible the main spurces of the various chaptlers and points
out the parallelisms with Wesiern thought, especially in the Chris-
tian Gospals,
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Buddhism, like Christianity, is split up into inoumerable sects;
distinguished mainly by peculiar superstitions or ceremonial rites ;
and these sects not unfrequently cling to their sectarian tenats as
being the main and most indispetsable featores of their religion.
The present book follows none of the sectarian doctrines, bot takes
am bedeal position wpon which all true Doddhists may stand as gpon
common grognd. Thus the armangement inte barmonioss aod
systumatic form of this Gaspel of Huddha, asa whole, i the main
origingl foaturs of the book. Conzidering the hulk of i1a varions
details, however, it must De regarded as a mere compilation, and
the sim of the compiler has been 1o {reat his material aboat i e
sadme way as be thinks that the avthor of the Foorth Gospel of the
New Teatament usel the accounts of the life of Josus of Nazareth.
Lo has ventored: to present thisdaw of Buddla's Tile in the Heht of
their religio-philosophical importance | he has cotout most of theie
apocryplal adornmen s, especially these in which the Northorn fra-
ditinng abonnd, yed he did oot desm it wise o shrink from pressoving
the marvellous that appears in the old records, whenever jts moral
sesmed {0 justily its menton: he only pruncd the exnberanes of
wonder which delights in relating (he most incredible things, appa-
rently pot on to impress, while in fact they can only tire, Mira-
cles have ceased to bea religious test ; yot the belief in the miraco-
lons powers of the Master still bears witness to the holy awe of the
first disciples and reflects thelir religions enthusiasm,

Lest the fundamental idea of Boddha's doctrines he misunder-
stood, the reader iz warned (o take the term " 5ell™ in the sense in
which Buddha nses it. The **=elf” of man can be aod has béen
understood in @ sense to which Buddhba would oever have made
any objection. Buddba denics the existence of "*=elf" as it was
commenly onderstond in his time; he does not deny man's men-
tality, his spititual constitution, the importance of his personality,
in @ word, hissoul, But he does deny tha mysterions sgo-entity,
the dtman, in the sense of a kind of soul-monad which by some
schools was supposed to reslde hehind or within man's bodily and
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psychical activity as a distinct being, a kind of thing-in-itself, and
a metaphysical agent assumed to be the soul.®  This philosophical
spperstition, so common pot only in Indiz but all over the warld, eor-
responds to man's habitual egotism in practical life; both are illn-
sions growing out of the same root, which is the vanity {air of world-
liness, wndneing man to beliove that the purpose of his life lies in
his =eif, Buddha proposes (o cut off entirely all thought of selll so
that it will no longer bear fruft.  Thus Buddba's Nirvdna iz an
idesd siate, in which man's soul,-afier Deing deansed from all sclf-
jsliness and sin, has become s habitation of the troth, teaching im
to distrust ihe allurements of plessure and to confine all his coer-
gies w attending to the dutiss of life,

Buddba's dociring is oo pegativism.  An investigation into the
fature of man's soul shows that while there is Do #tman or wgo-
antity, the vory Demig of man consists in bis karma, and his karma
remains ontouched by death and continnes to live. Thos, by
denying the cxastence of that which appears to be our soul and for
the desippction of which in Jdeath we lremble. Buddha actually
upens {as he cxpresses i himsalf] the door of immortalilty 1o man-
Lind: and liere ties the cornmer-stone of his ethics and also of the
comfort as well as the enthngizsm which his religion imjeiris, Any
one who does not see the positive aspeel of Buddhism, will be tn-
able to vnderstand how it could exercise such a powerfu] influence
upon millions and millions of people.

The present volume is nol designed to contritnte 10 the solo-
tion of historieal problems.  The compiler has stodied his sulject
a% well as he could under given circumstances, but he does not in-
tend here to offer a scientific production,  Mor i= this book an
atlempl al popularising the Buddhist religious writings, nor at pre-
senting them in a postic shape, 1f this " Gospel of Buddha ™ helps
people to comprebend Buddhism Letter, and if in its simple style it
impresses the reader with the poetic grandeur of Buddha's personal-

*The translation of ' 8tman' by “seul’” which implies that Duddha
depied the =xisience of the sonl, is extremely mizleading.
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ity, those effects must be connted as incidental ; its main purpese
lies deeper still, The present book has beon written 1o set the
reader a-thinking on the religious problems of to-day. It presents
a.picture of a religions leader of the remate past with the view of
making it bear upon the lving present and become a factor in the
formation of the fotnre,

Al the essentisl moral traths of Christianity are, in gur opinion,
deeply roated in the nature of things, and do not, as is often as-
simed, stand in contradiction to the cosmic order of (he world,
They have been lormulated by the Chirch in certain symbals, and
since those symbals cottain contradictions and come 1o conflict with
sefence, (e cducated classes age estranged from religion. Now.
Duddhism is a religion which knewes of no supernataral revelalion,
and proclaims doctrines that reguire no olher argument than the
“eome and e Tnddha bases bis religion solely upon tan's
knowledge o 1he naturc of things, mpon provable truth. A com-
parisen of Christienily with Duddhism will Le a great help to dis-
tinguish in both the essentin] from the accidental, the eternal from
the trassient, the truth from the allegory in which it has foond its
symbolic expression.  Weare anxions to press the necessity of dis-
tinguishing betweaen the symbol and its meaning, belwesn diogma
and religion, between man-made formnlas and cternal ooth.  This
is the spirit in which we offer this book to the pulblic, cherishing the
bope thal #t will help to develop in Christisnity not less than in
Buddhism the cosmic religion of tentl,

Tt is a remarkable fact that these two greatest religions of the
world, Christianity and Buddbism, prescot so many siriking coin-
cidences in their philosophical basis as well as in the ethical appli-
cations of their faith, while their modes of aystematising them in
dogmas are radically different.  The strength as well as the weak-
ness of original Boddhism lies in its philosophieal character, which
enabled a thinker, bat not the masses, to understand the dispensa-
tion of the moral law that pervades the world,  As such the orig-
inal Buddhizm has been called by Buddhists the little vessel of



