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INTRODUCTORY ERBAY.

W have again to present to oor friends the
Report of the Annual Mortality in the Bociety of
Friends, in Great Britaln and Ireland. I has
frequently been observed, how nearly the num.
ber of desths in emch yenr has approximated,
but we have thia year to mnofice a consider-
able diminution in the nooual retorn. We are
not disposed, however, to attribote the diminished
numbers, chiefly to sny special canse connected
with health, hot consider it rather aa one of thosa
fluctuations which ars ever found to arise in a
sories of years, in the mortality of & emall commu-
pity. The number of the dying, however, may
be expected to bear, s respecis the average, a
pretty umform relation to the pumber of the Jiv-
ing, Ard if the fact be, as all our laie inquiries
lead us to beliewe it is, that we are, though
slowly, a diminishing body, we must expect that
our average nomber of desthe will also be found
gradually to diminish,
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Weo bave often anxiously pondered over the
question,— Why the Bociety of Friends shonld be
a diminishing body? And we propose to give in
this place a few of tha thoughts which have been
suggested to us in the course of our consideration.

In the first place, let us notica the natural
causes which tend te the decrease of our Soclety.
We have formerly shown that the mortality
among our members 1s less than in the community
ot large, which so far &8 it extends, is of course o
reason for the increase rather thao tha diminotion
of our numbers. But then we bave, on the other
side, the well-nscertained fact, that whilst in the
community at large, the registered births exceed
the desths, by 45 per cent; in the Society of
Friends, the registered deaths actonally exceed the
birtha! The eause of this fact is to be found, not
only in conpection with the number who marry
out of the Boclety, but alse in the operation of that
prudential check on entering into the married
staie, which will always prevall amongst & moral
people, where the means of sobsistence eannot
easily and with certainty be obtained. Bat to
whatever we may atiribote the camse, the fact
itself in & complete answer to the guestion—Why
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we are a diminishing rather than an incressing
people ?

It may be said,—Why are not oor religious
principles aggrassive I—Why, if they be true, do
they not find converis among the various Christian
communities of our land ¥—Why, as in the early
times of our Sceclety, are there not nomerous oon-
versiona, and fresh bodies of warm-hearted, and
sound-minded believers, added to oor oumbers F—
These are deeply important and very interosting
questions, and we are willing to offer a few
thonghts upon them, with the seriousness and
modesty with which it becornes us to speak on the
subject.

We believe, that & mistaken view prevails, in re-
gard to the truest Christian principle being that
which will bo accepted by the largest number of per-
sons. The experience of gll the past ages of the
Church conteadicts the aspumption, amd shows
clearly that there is in man & deep-seated opposition
to the acceptance of divine truth in its purity and
mmplicity, ‘Troe vital religion has ever called for
the service of man's heart to God, and in every
age, this eflegiance has been the stats of the fiw,
rather than of the many., The history of the
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anclent church ia full of illustrations of this
truth, Whilst Moses lingered on the Moant,
whenee the childron of Tsreol knew that the law
was to be given, and from whence such evident
demonstrations of the divine power had been
manifest to the people, they were Eﬁiplu-yaﬂ in
making the golden calf to go before them, and

orying ‘' these are thy Guds, O Lscnel!™ And when -

they had received the law, written by the finger
of God, and were somewhat humbled under the
correction of their sina, how few were thers, who
carried ont its injonetions in their genvine spirit,
and how many wers there, who from time to
time, defiled themselves by the idolatcons servica
of other gods, Even when bronght by a strong
hand, and o outstretched arm, attended by many
palpable miracles which were wronght on their
behalf, they were seated in the ** Land flowing
with milk and hogey,” which had besn promised
to their fathers ; how prone were they constantly
to desert even the professton of their faith, and to
serve the gods of the nations which they were
sent to destroy ; yet in all thesa timas there were
a few, and it waa probably comparalively but a
Jew, who had not bowed the knee to Baal,



