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PREFACE

WAS a student of law at a time when Sir

Richard (hawen was lectunng on Extinct Fuossil
Heptiles,  The skill of the greal master, who buoilt
bones  tomether as 2 child buldds with a box of
bricks, tausht e that the laws which determine (e
forms of animals were less understood al thal lime
than the laws which govern the relations of men in
their country, The faws of Mature promised a bettor
rcturn of new knowledire for reasonable study, A
fecture on Flying Reptiles determined me to atternpt
to fathom the mysteries which rave oew types of hife
Eo the Earth and afterwacds took them away.

Thus I became the very humble servant of the
Dragons of the Air, Knowinge but little about them
I went to Cambridze, and far ten yeara worked with
the Vrofessor of Geology, the late Kev, Adam Sedg-
wick, LIy, F.RE, In gathering their bones from the
so-called Cambridgre Coprolite bed, the Cambridpre
Greensamnd,  The bones came in thousands, baltered
and broken, but instructive as better materials might
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not have been. My rooms became fitled with renains
of existing birds, lizards, and mammals, which threw
lizht on the astonishing collection of old bores which
| assisted in beinging togethier for the University.

In time | had something to say about Flying
Animals which was new. The story was told in
the theatre of the Fowal Inatitution, in a series
of lectures. Some of them were repeated in several
English towns, Thers was still much to learn of
forcign forma of flying animals; but at last, with
the aid of the Govermment grant administered by the
Royal Suciety, and the chicfs of the great Continental
msseiing, I saw all the specimens in Europe.

S0 1 have apain written cut my lectures, with e
aid of the latcst discoveries, and the story of andmal
stroctore has lost nofhing in terest as 4 Lwice-1old
tale, It still presents o cplitome the story of life on
the Earth. Ile who wnderstands whence the Flying
Heptiles came, how ey endured, and disappeared
from the Eacth, has solved some of the greatesl
mysterics of life. T have endy contethutod something
towards solvirg the problems.

In telling my story, chiefly of facts in Nature, an
attempt i3 made to show how a paturalist does his
work, in the hope that perhapa a fow readers will fimd
happiness in following the werkings of the laws of
life. Such an illomipation has proved to many
worth seeking, & solid ectamn for labour, which s
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not to bhe marketed on the Exchange, but may be
taken freely without exheuvstivge the treasury of
Nature's truths, Soech ountlines of knowledge as
here are offered to a lamger public, may also, I
believe, be acceptable Lo students of sclence and
scientific men,

The drawings given in illustration of the text have
been made for me by Miss K, B, Seeley.
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