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*.* The letters contained in this volume are in
course of publication in Seribner's Magazine, and
the book is printed from the stereotype plates of a
volume about to be published in New York,

The American publishers have prefixed the
following explanatory note to their edition :—

“In arranging the letters for publication, a simple
chronological order has been followed, regardless of their
relative importance. In some cases the originals were not
dated ; and in each of these instances an effort has been
made to supply the omission, Often it has been possible
to do this with certainty; and in that case the date is
printed above the letter in Roman type. Where such
certainty could not be reached, conjectural dates are given
in italies and enclosed in brackets; but even then they
have been so far verified by means of incidents referred to
in the letters, or other evidence, that they may be depended
upon as fixing very closely the time of the notes to which
they ate attached. In this final arrangement of the letters,
and in some additional annotation, the publishers have
enjoyed the privilege of advice and assistance from Mr.
James Russell Lowell, who kindly consented, with the
cordial approval and thanks of Mrs. Brookfield, to give
them this aid.”
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