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4 in o part of my arpument Usat validon has nothing to do with
pollties, or thet we ceght oot te be goided by religioos vhows and motives
n legislatlom, My oploien 18 qulte the contrary. 1 BELIEVE THAT
EELICION DUGHT TO IFLPEECE O8 In fHE undlfwrr DOmEsTi0 APFATRS,
AMND 18 TO MIGARAT LEQIELATITE CoNcERra, 1 helevg that Christionity,
far from haviog rethiog to G with Jeglilaibo, 18 the scnnea of tha moat
enlightened lmws which modemn Hmer haro peedaeed. 1 beliers 1hat it
In owing 1o Christanity that the slavery which prevolied in the ancient
world was abolishesd in an esrly pact of the modern ages, I bellere that
it was Christanity which ineplrod Mr. Wilberforee, snd those who acted
with him, to make thet abtempl whiah Aoslly mupeeeded for destroying
the slave trade, which waa & disgruce 4o auy Chrlsten couniry. My
‘eéillmf in, tn speak of oo particolar law, Lot of the general spleit of
institwtong,—that, whorens aredent. repuhlics and statan, the more they
beecprng Clvillesd hecsne Lhe itise oo lu theiz oorality,—the mers
hewikdered by vein theorics of philesopby, wned the owme csomopt 1o
thwir mneal practice: oudlern mintong, a0 the contrary, haring Chris-
timnity to gnids theny, -will, In proportion s they bareme mors cdvl-
Heed, oo far foam Sallitg inbe towe corruptions, and being less gurered
by the maral dow, we inogpely eod vemote mges, hecome mora sobjeet
ta the roles of pepwRlicy, amed wikl imors sokncwledme the upremacy of
the dirhw law. Therefore, holdiog these opindons, ik cen be oo pact of
my easa thot rellglon has nothing to do with poditios, or that Chrlsdandiy
shonld ba Kept oul of alghl o our decumlone.™

Extract fromm Lovd John Nuscil'v Speech, dh of Moy, 1848, on the
Thira Kemfing or the Jeprish Dizaddlities Bilf,

= I have stld that the Christian religion hes made s comaquests. not
by sny exclmiuoe not by feecible means, vt Ly scte of Parllament,
hat by the convicton that 1t was TMvloe—by Uve exbibitho of il vie-
tnes, by the lomons I baoght o mankind, and by the geotla, eskreeting
Infioenea 1t axercied on oll who cpmoe within s rench, . . 0000

** The conetitnton 18 Inespsably bound, 1 s ready bo Rdinlt, with
the Intersita of Chrisinnliy, and the moost yebusbie fesinre of tha con-
stltmilon is, thal ik lomray the prodeminence of Christianip.”

Ertrad from e Morpesar of Laztdowns's Speeck, $htk of Mey, 1048,

o the Second Tiegding of the Jewdfak Dyirolulitdies Bril.



WHAT HAS RELIGIGN TO DO

WITH POLITICS?



WHAT HAS RELIGION TO DO
WITH POLITICS?

LETTER L

INTRODUGCTORTY.
M~y pEAR B,

You remember, and, no doubt, conour
in the sentiment expressed by Amold in the
Preface to hie History of Bome: —

If theré be no truths in moral and politinal
geience, litle good eam be derived from the
study of either: if there be truths, it must be
desirable that they shonld be discovered and
embraced. Seepticieri must ever be a mis-
fortune or a defact: a ‘misfortune, if thete be
no méans of arriving at troth; a defect, if,
while there exist such means, we are unable
or unwilling to nse them.”

_;1! B



2 INTRODUCTORY.

Believing with Arnold, “that political sei-
ence has ity truths no less than moral™ I
believe, moreover, that the only sure basis of
political as well as of moral truthe, is to
be found ip God's supreme law, as revealed
to mankind in the Christian Soriptures; and
as I am persoaded that the well-being of
society can be effeotually promoted only by
the universal recognition of the Christian prin-
ciple as the role of government, I add, with
Arnold,—* I cennot regard them with indiffe-
renee; I cannot but wish them to be scen and
embraced by others.™

It is to give effeet to thiz wish, so far as
I am shle, that T have determined to adopt
this mode of communicating to you, and to
others who may take an interest in the sub-
ject, the notions which, you know, I have
long cntertained respecting the relgtion which
the Christien religion bears to the science of
government. Meny years ginoe they were re-
duced to writing, nearly in the form in which
you now have them, in answer to the gquestion
put in familiar eonversation,—* Hhat has Re-
ligion to do with Folitics "



INTRODUCTORY, 3

In proposing to you to accompany me
through this inguiry, I have no pretension to
have struck out any new and onginal ideas.

The eonclusions I have come to may probe-
bly appear to others, as they do to me, mere
truisms, belonging, it may be, to that order of
truths, of which Coleridge has chserved that
they * are considered so true s to lose all the
powers of truth, and lie bedridden in the
dormitory of the soul, side by side with the
most despised and exploded errors.”

But yet they are the honest result of inde-
pendent meditation, not gathered from books;
and, in so0 far as they may agree with the
eonelusions of others who have had the ad-
vantages of acsdemic leisure and extensive
reading, for which a life spent in active publio
business abroad affords too little opportunity,
the asgreement would mpke it probable that
such conclusions ware oot at varianese with the
trathful relations which it mey be presumed
were designed to exist between the reason of
man and the t}hjeﬁts on which it is exerpised,

On this account, therefore, I trust that they
may assist you in forming a judgment on one



4 INTRODUUTORY,

of the most important subjects that can employ
the mind of one just abont to coter on the
active scene of life, especinlly at & juncture of
the world's nifeirs, when'the first principles of
social order are called in guestion, and when
projects for the eradication of social evils are
a8 multiform &8 the errors and vices from which
those evils have derived their growth,




LETTER IIL

THE PRINCIPLE ARSEBTED.

MONTESQUIED, in ansawer to Bayle's assertion,
that a state, compozed of Christiana, eould not
subsist, ohacrves:—

“ Pourquoi mon{ e serait des citoyens
infiniment &clairés sur leats devoirs, et qai
auraient un trés grand zéle pour les remplir;
ils sentiraient trds bicn los droits de 1a défensoe
naturelle; plus ils. croiraient doveir 4 le re-
ligion, plus ils peneeraicot devoir 4 la patrie,
Les pringipes du Christianisme, bien gravés
dane l¢ eeeur, seraient infiniment plue forts que
ce faux honncur des monarchies, ces vertus
humaines des républiques et cette crainte sor«
vile dcs ftats despotiques.”

In another pazeage the same writer exclaims,
—¢ (Those admirable! la religion Chrétiennc
qui ne semble avoir d'objet que la félicité de
I'autre vie, fait oneore notre bonheur dans
celle-ci.,™

The wonder is that so acute and profonnd



