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PREFACE,

There is a great mass of material existing in the European
libraries, of works written in Hebrew, original and franslated,
or subjects philesophical and scientific. The material to
which in particular [ am referring dates from the middle
ages, and an examination of it, though laborious, no doubt,
and tedious, would yet be of great interest and would con-
tribute not a little to our knowledge of mediaeval learning,
Workers in this field are necessarily few, and it is with
mote than ordinary gratitude that the scholastic world
welcomes a work of such stupendous erudition and laber as
that of STEINSCHNEIDER, entitled “Ilie Hebriischen Ueber-
setzungen des Mittelalters, und die Juden als Dolmetscher®.
Being a relatively pioneer work, it is not so much literary
as it is bibliographical; but it remains the sole guarry from
which every later worker in that ficld must hew, and it
goes without saying that my work could never have been
done if not for Steinschneider.

From the material which Steinschneider has thus with
his wonderful erudition gathered in that volume, I have
selected one author — a single stone out of that rich quarry —
to be more exact, one work of one author, for a more
detailed examination.

PRANTL's *Geschichte der Logik”™, another work of wonder-
. ful learning and critical acumen, was next to STEINSCHNEIDER
the sime gua non of this essay. If the little 1 have done
will be privileged at some time to contribute its mite to
the work of a future Renan — a tile in his beautiful edifice —
it will not have been done in wain.

The book which is now offered to the reader represents a
doctor’s dissertation presented to the Faculty of Philosophy
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of the University of Pennsylvania, in June i1go3; partly
rewritten and slightly enlarged during part of my tenure of
a University Fellowship for Research in Philosophy at the
same institution, to the authorities of which I embrace this
opportunity of expressing my obligations for many signs of
cncouragement and acts of kindness.

The parts newly added are § 2, on the life and works of
Messer Leon, the glossary and the index. The portion of
the section on the sources of Messer Leon, dealing with his
indebtedness to Walter Burleigh was entirely rewritten as a
result of my securing a copy of Burleigh's Super Artem
Veterem Expositio”, for the loan of which I have to thank
the authorities of the bibrary of Yale University,

My work would not be complete if I did not avow the
many debts of gratitude | owe to those who in various
ways have made it possible for me to accomplish the task
I undertook. To the authorities of the Royal Library of
Munich, the Paris National Library, the Bodleyan library
of Oxford, the British Museum, and the State Library of
Leipzig, my thanks are due for their kind permission to
use the mss. on which this study is based. The libraries of
Columbia, Yale and Princeton Universities in this country
were kind enough to lend me rare volumes indispensable to
the successful prosecution of my work. Finally 1 must
especially thank my teachers in Semitics and Philosophy
respectively, Professors MoORRIS JasTRow, and Witiiam
RoMAINE NEWSBOLD of the University of Pennsylvania, the
former for the generous way in which by his knowledge of men
and things, he helped me oot of many a difficulty, and made
smooth many a path that might otherwise have been rough
and difficult of access; the latter for the encouraging interest
he showed in my work, for his knowledge of Aristotle which
stood me in good stead, and for the good advice and walu-
able suggestions which he gave me in the course of reading
this essay.

PHILADELPHIA, ISAAC HUSIK.
August [1th, 1905,
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