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Preface

Scaumaww, as editor, cssayist and composer, occupies &
unique and striking position. His early literary culture and
poetic tendencies, as his subsequent work in connection with
the News Zeitschrift fiir Musif, rendered him 2 man of many

7 parts. Thus it heppens that, if we consider him from his
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many aspects of endeavour, he lppen.]s te n wider gt eircle
then that which is bounded within the pale of Music alone,
Yet, in the realm proper of music, aficr 1 very limited
period of healthful activity, Schumann left behind him
epecimens of well-nigh every form of classical composition,
in all of which he attained to a high and rare artistc swadard
of originality and excellence,

So great, indeed, were Schumann’s cleims upon the public
for recognition gs 4 musician thet, wheress more than onc
admirable biography exists of the composer, narrators scarcely
penetrate beyond historical date end critical notices of his
works, lewving the man—as he appears in his essays and
letters—bat partially known to we, We have it upon the
autherity of Madame Clarn Schumsnn herself that, partico-
larly from his private correspondence, it is easiest to srrive
at m jost estimare of the sterling personal it of her
husband." Hence the writer, in the present instance, while

* Ser page 142,
wii



