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CHAPTER I
I WHICIT JOITN S0WS THE WIND

Jons Vaney Nwnorsox was stupid: yet, stupider
men than he are now 5Prmr]ing in Parlinment, and
lauding themselves as the authors of their own dis-
tinction, He was of a fat habit, cven from boy-
hood, and inelined to a cheerful and cursory road-
ing of the face of life; and possibly this attitude
of mind was the original eavse of his misfortunes.
Beyoud this hint philosephy is silent on his carver,
aud superstition steps in with the more ready ex-
planation that he was detested of the gods,

Iis father—that iron gentleman—had long ago
enthroned himself on the heights of the Disrup-
tion Principles. What these are (and in spite of
their grim name they are quite innovent) no array
of terms would render thinkable to the merely
English intelligence; but to the Scot they often
prove unctuously nourishing, and Mr. Nicholsen
found in them the milk of lions. About the period
when the churches convene at Edinburgh in their
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