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PREFACE.

§ 1. The title page indicates with almost sufficient
completeness the purport and scope of this contribution
to the English Dialect Society’s publications. Selecting
four characteristic and expressive words which are stil]
current in our Dialects, but have long been lost to the
standard language, 1 have endeavoured to ascertain the
range of each, so far as that is discoverable from published
glossaries and my own personal researches for a number
of years. I have given the meaning and shades of meaning
of the words as they are employed in the several localities,
together with the variations in the pronunciation; the
last-named being the result of actual personal hearing of
the every-day use of the words by natives, noted down
during my somewhat extensive phonological travels in
about hwenty-five English counties, and Denbighshire and
Flintshire (detached), in Wales.

§ 2. To complete the examination, I have added
examples of the use of the four words by Early and Middle
English writers, as well as illustrative colloquial sentences
or specimens from the glossarists; and I have ventured,
with the assistance of eminent philologists (see § 6), to
give the etymology of each word.

§ 3. Apart from the pronunciations which I have
been able to record, the differences in which are suggestive
and valuable, it will be observed that 1 have brought into
one view information which was previously scattered over
a wide area, The labour involved in such a collation has

: ily been considerable, and the result, I trust, will
be of some appreciable service to students of the history
of our language.




