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PREFACIE.

Ax interest is attached (o (e place of one's hirch which
change of scene rather enhavees than removes, and which
inercases rather than diminishes in intensity as one ap-
proachcs the later stages of life : this home feeling has
been largely instrumental in the production of this worl,
and to it is due nearly every thing of interest or value that
the book possesses.

A listory of Redding has been long conlemplated by the
anthor as a service due his native town, and aslong shrunk
from heenuse of the labor, e expense, und the ditfieulty
of its compilation, Whether well or illy done, it is now
compleled, and goesoul to the zomewhat limited public for
whom it was written.

The materials for the work have been drawn Targely from
the ancient records of the town and parish, from the rec-
ords of the colony, and Irom the files of mnety papers in
the Slale Libravy ab Hartford. Trulition and oral infor-
wmation have wot been neglecled, and every reasonable
effort his been made to render the work as fur as possible
a thorongh and rediable history of the town.  That errors
and diserepuneies will be fonnd, is to be expected 3 but it is
not helieved that they are sulliciently nemerous or impor-
fant to destroyits historical valuwe.  Iu the preparation of
the ook the compiler has aimed {o preserve the character
of a logal historian, and has confined himself chiclly to the
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narration of loeal faets and incidents,  In harmony with
this principle, an extended biography of Joel Barlow, at
first intended Tor thig work, hug heen excluded. The
sketeh of the poet so grew on the author’= hands, that it
wag fonnd it would make a velwme by itsell, and con-
tained so much of generval interest and detail that it conld
not be made to harmonize witl the loeal character of this
work, A coneise sketeh ef the poet’s life, however, and
the original porfrait frem Fulton’s oil-puinting, that
formed the frentispieee of the Colwmbing, are inclnded in
s pages,

The compiler has not aimed ab making a large book :
many facts i few words 18 what o Dusy age demands of
the historian, and in deference to this demand euly such
matter as wag of veal value und interest Las heen admitted.
The chureh listories snd the gencalogicul noles ave, per-
haps. the most important. 1f not the most inferesting, por-
fions of the work, Tt would have added to the value of
the ececlesiastical Iistory, no donht, if & had been preparved
by the pastors of the different churchies represented ;3 but,
with oue oxception, these had so recently assnmed the
care of their charges, that they did ot feel ab liberty to
undertale ik, and the task fell to the lot of the compiler.
If this deparbment is not whai it mwight have bheen, the
canse may be fonnd in the disadvantages which a layman
must lubor under in atlempling to write ceclesiusticai
history.  The Rev. Mr. Welton, rector of Clirist Chureh,
very kindly consenbed to prepave the history of thal ehmreb,
and his paper will be yead with intorest by our cifizens.”

In preparing the notes on the early fumilies of the
town, it was the write’s intention ab firsh to make them
much more complete mul extensive.  Dut (he little in-
terest in the matter manifested by the familics concerned,
and the great labor and expense uvolved in compiling
any thing like a complete listory of the thivty or forly
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families mentioned, led him to abridge the work, and to
cive the matter i the form of notes taken chicfly from
the town and parish vecords.  Mhe fael that the reeord of
some families s given more fully than that of others, is
not owing to any partiality on the author’s part, ot to
the fact that these familics interested themselves enouglh
in the matter (o foruizsh the data ealled for.

By reference to the title-page 16 will be seen that the
modern method of spelling the name of the town—TRedding
——is adopted rather than the ancient—Iending. T n:g:l}l}_,
no snch town as Newding exiale in (Jonmcl.lutt_. ginee, hath
in the act of meorporation and on the probale seal, the
name is spelled Redding ; and inquiry elicits the fact
that the majority of the cilizenzs prefer the Tatter method
of spelling. It is the apinien of the writer, however, that
the orgmal name of the town was Reading, and thal if
historien] precedents are to e Tollowed it should he so
named now.  Inoall obl docnments among the State ar-
chives, and i the anctenf repords of Vwirhield {(where the
name fivst oceursy, the orihography is Beading.  In (he
town and society records it is gpeiled cither Redding ov

teding, rarely Reading.  Rev, Moses 11iH, a “‘OI‘tI(nmn
well \th:] in the autiquities of the town, informs me that
at the fime of ifs incorporation, in 1Y67, n meeting was
held, at which it was voted (hat the same of the new town
should he Redding 3 and the fact that i the originad Lill
imeorporating il the name Reuding has been crossed out
and that of Redding substitnred, wonld seem Lo point to
some ‘sneh action on the purt of the town. 1 tind no
entry of any snch yetion, howeyer, in the town recovds,

The books consnlted in fhe preparation of the volume
have been Barber’s * Tistorical Collections of Connecti-
cut,” Hollister's ** History of  Conneetient,” Do Fep-
rest’s *° Tndiims of Conneetiont,”™ Teller’s ** 1hstory of
Ridgetield,”” the Congregational Year-Book, aud Stevens”
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“ istory of Methodism.”  The author's thanks are due
Mr. Lenmel Sanford, onr cfficient town-clerk, for ready
aceess 1o the town records, and for many valuable hints
and suggestions ; also to Messrs, Thomas Sanford, William
E. Dancomb, Daniel Sanford, David 8. Bartram, Jumes
Sanford, and David H. Milley, for efficient aid in the prep-
arabion of the work, Ile ig also indebted to Rev. Moses
1Ti11, of Norwalk, for data of the 1111 and Barlow families
and to Mr. A B ITull. of Daobury, for many papers and
doenments veluting to the history of the fown.
C. B. T.
irpoise, Maveh 1, 1880,
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