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[Through the couttesy of the eurviving member of Mr,
Poinsett's fataily, the Historical Bocisty has been placed in
the posscesion of » mnse of papers which illustrate very
fully his public aad his private life. That life wss one of
singularly varied interest. Mr, Poinsett was probably the
greatest Ametrican traveller of hia time, penetrating into the
most remote snd then little known regions of both the Old
and the New World; he afterwards won distinetion in the
diplomatic service of the country, and, above ail, he was
Imown as the leader of the Union party in South Carolina
daring its conflict with the Nullificatior heresy of 1832.
The papers which he laft at his death, snd which his family
bave placed at the disposal of the Historical Bociety, seem to
be of great value and interest, as they throw light npon the
important events in which he took part. An attempt has
been made eo to connect them in the following narrative
that their true significance as contributione to American
history may be understood.]
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4 The Life and Services of Josl R. Poinset.

The career of Mr. Poinsett is not very familiar to this
generation, at least in this part of the country, and indeed,
the recollection of the great events which are associated in
our history with his name during more than a third of the
present century haes strangely faded from the memory of
most people. But fifty years ago his reputation as a states-
man of a high order had been fairly gained by his publie
services, and was penerally recognized. His title to this
reputation eeems, on 8 review of hie public life, to have
been on the whale s juet one. IHe belonged in his early
manhood to that small but brillisnt body of Americans
who, with plenty of means, many acoomplishments, and
much leisure, travelled with very oheervant eyes most sxten-
sively in portions of Europe, then little visited by cultivated
people of sny country. Their qualities gained them ad-
mission into the highest aocial circles in the countries in
which they travelled, and they succeeded hy some mesns,
of which those who came after them seem to have lost the
gecret, in koowing everybody wurth knowing, however
high their rank or official position throughout Europe, and
in leaving & most favorable impresgion of themselves, and
of the nation which they may be said to have informally
represented, The curiosity of the foremoat courtiers and
stateameon of the Old World fmen whose names are now
- historical) was naturslly excited by observing the peculi-
arities of the citizens of the New, as they were exhibited
in the types who, at thai ers, presented themselves as
Americans. It cannot be donbted that men like 'Wash-
ington Irving in his younger days, the late Mr, George
Ticknor, and Mr, Poinsett among othera did us a service
with the governing classes of the Old World during the first
third of this century which it is not easy to over-estimate,

Mr. Poinsett waz not only a great traveller in his early
manhood, but wherever he went he was proud of being
known as an American citizen, s title which his own per-
sonal qualities invested in the eyes of those with whom
he waa brought in contact with consideration and respect
He wandered too through the most rémote regions o
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Runssia. He became acquainted with the Tartars, the Per-
sians, the Armenians, the Georgiane who live in the Trans-
Caucasian range of mountains, and along the shores of the
Caapian Bea, forming various tribes whose rulers had never
heard of the existence of America; later, his travels led
him to the other end of tha world, to Sonth Awmerica,
where he was seat by our government to sscertain the con-
dition of the different provinces at that time in revolt against
the Bpanish Crown. Inall these countries he became favor-
ably known to the most distinguished men of the time, from
the Emperor Alexsnder of Ruseia down to the famoos rev
olntionary chiefs in South America. Everywhere he was
raceived and treated with the nimest kindness and con-
siderstion. His great intelligrence, his wonderful tact in
dealing with men, and his perfect sincerity gave him s
eommanding influence wherever he went, and that influence
was alwaye employed for the advancement of his country’s
interests,

The four years he passed in Congrens (1521 to 1825) added
much to his fame, owing to his long familisrity from per-
sonal observation with all that concerned our foreign rela
tions. He was thonght eo peenliarly fitted for the diplomatic
service that he was appointed our firet Minleter to Mexico.
Thers, even with his experience, he fonnd it difficolt to steer
clearly throngh the embarrassments which were camsed by
the distracted and revclutionary condition of the country,
but the knowledge that he gained wns invalnabla to us, and
he st least thoght the Mexicnne, on & memorakle occasion,
a lesaon in regard to the respect due the American flag (of
which more hereafter) which they have never forgotten.

He returned from Mexieo just in time to take the lead of
the Union party in South Carclins in its conflict with the
nullification and threatened secession of that Btate,——a post
peculiarly suited to his active and intrepid spirit. It seems
to me that he has never received proper credit for the conr-
age and intelligence with which he maintained the canse of
the Union in those dark days when the great forces—social
and political—not only of South Carolina, but of & ecneid-
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erable portion of other Btates of the Bouth, were in the
hands of the nnllifiers, and of those who eympathized
with them. By his influence, and that of the Union party
led by him, eupported by the inflexible determination of
President Jacksen to waintain the Union by sny display of
force which might be necessary to accomplish his object,
the conspiraey for nullifying the laws of Congress, which
was embodied in the famous ordinance of Bouth Carolina
in 1882, was broken up, the crdinance itself was repealed,
and South Carolins was onze more brought into her normal
relations with the general government.

Some years later Mr. Poinsett became the Beoretary
of War in the Usbinet of Mr. Van Buren. His adminis-
tration of that office was marked by intelligent and compre-
heneive measires in regard to many subjects of national
interest, among others the improvement of the artillery of
the army, the honest treatment of the Indians dependent
upon the government, and the crganization of the famous
exploring expedition under Commodore Wilkes, He laid
tha feundation of much that hae since been done by the gov-
ernment, by advocating a wise snd libersl national policy
with reforence to these and kindred objects. During his
whole career Mr. Poinsatt. proved himeelf s thorough and
typical American. Hie notione of publie policy were essen-
tinlly natiousl, aud hie allegiance to the government of the
United Btates was always paramount. As such a publio
man, espacially a public man from South Carclina imbned
with such principles, and always standing firm on the na-
tional side, Ir something of u politieal cariosity, his life
and career seem well worth studying.

JonL HRoperteé Porvserr was born in Charleston on the
24 of March, 1778. He waa of that Huguenot stoclk whose
force, intelligence, and virtne have been 8o conspicuona in
the history of the whole countiry, and especially in that of
Bouth Oarolina. Hie father, Dr. Elisha Poinsett, was an emi-
nent physician in Oharleston, and he acems to have taken un-
common pains in the training of his son, Young Poinsett’s
achool days were passed in Charleston and in Greeniield, in
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Connecticut, in which latter place he was nnder the care and
instroction of the Rav. Dr. Dwight, afterwards so famous
as the President of Yale College. His oonstitution was
naturally frail and delicate, and it was found that his health
suffered so much from the severs climate of Connecticut
that be returned after two years’ absence to Charleston.
There, for a time, he purened his etadies, but in 1798 it was
determined to send him to Euogland, and enter him as a
pupil at Bt. Paul'e Behoo! in Londen, where his relative, Dr.
Roberts, was the Head Master. There he made great prog-
reas, particularly in his knowledge of the languages. He
wae & reepectable classical scholar, for ke spesks in after-
years of having studied Herodotus in the original Gresk,
aa & gnide-book to his travele in Southern Ruesia and the
shores of the Caspian Baa. In modern languages he became
very proficient. He sequired a fluent knowledge of French,
German, Italian, and Spanish, and mede some progress in
Bussian, a sort of knowledge which proved eminently useful
to him a8 a traveller.

From London he weat to Edinburgh, intending to pnrane
his medicel stodies there. He spon became the favorite
pupil of the eclebrated Dr. Gregory, then one of the fore-
most Professors in the University. His health, however,
broke down, owing to confinement to his hard worlc as a
medical stndent. By the advice of his friends he abandoned
for & time the study of medicine, aud went to Fortugal.
Returning with restored strongth, he became a pupil of Mar-
yuois, who had been 8 Professor in the Military Academy
at Woolwich. The bent of Mr. Poinsett’s mind and tastes
was always towards the life of a soldier, and nnder Marquoie
he mequired » thorough theorstical kuowledge of his pro-
feasion, and his body was strengthened by tha active military
habits and diseipline in which he was trained. His father,
howaver, was averse to his eantering the army in time of
peace, and he was called back to Charleeton, and became &
stndent of law. This purwuit, however, was little saited to
hin active, not to sy restless, habits, and it was soon aban-
doned. Ha was then permitted by his father to return to



