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INTRODUCTION.

Botanists tell o alwaya that the way to study flowers is to take the Flora and go
out iuto the fields. Then educatora tell ne that the time to atudy Botany is in childhood ;
thut Aowers are the natural play-fellows of the children.

Hoth these statements seem plauaible and just.  Jutelligest tcachers e\'cr}rwhcru will
admit that hoth ave ideal aod tewe, But can it be done? = Ay, thera'z the mh!" The
fields are there, the childhwen are willing to be taught, the teacher ia glad to teach — but
the Florn! Children cunnot follow the Flors.  The hard words are so ﬁumemus! The
headings with their sub-headings, and their subrsub-headings, their reforences with theirsub-

references and thewr sub-sub-references, are se perplexing, puzzling, confusing !

Apd so, year after year the teacher reluctnntly luys aside this beautiful stwly, or
teaches it ooly very superficially and noastisfactorily, nod the pupil waits until he rescoes
the High School when he can anderstand the < Flora.”

In the Faimveasu or Fuowkns we have tried to make a plan of the Flora so simple

and nntechoicnl, that, with a little guidance from the teacher, the child cor trace n flower
from its great +* class ™ down % the particulnr nuinber of the particular family to which it
belongs. How chiliren enjoy studying out new thiogs' travelliug along new paths!
untangling strange snarls ! working ont new puzzlea ! 1t is the natural bent of the child-
mind. Then why pot present to him this never-ending, ever-varying puzzle of the Flora.
Is it uot ns intevesting ns ¢ slieed unimals,” a8 instructive ps ‘4 diseected maps,” and a

thousand times 0% ennobling ns ** gem puzzles? ™



H INTRODUCTION.

With a Llank-book, in which the child shall write out bis description of the plant
and mount Lis specimen, much can be done in the long spring Fridoy aftermoons to aronse
iu the children n love for nature, mnd o veal tenderness for the beawtifol flowers in the

wamle about us.

_Nul,h‘mg fixes a lesson in a ahild's mind tke weltinyg it out.” On another page we
submit, as an example, & beief analysis of the Corael.  Let cach pressed specimen be
Tastened into the clili’s Look, —Iittle strips of comrt plaster will e found exeellent
for holding the flowers in place.  Then, step by step, trace the flower wlong from the
great division, the teacher writing the description oo the board as each step in e

anulysis ia studiod oat.

Teach your boys, alse, the litle legemls and the poetry of the dowers — muke

the flowers real, lving things to thent — feach then that the weandest men, meuy of the
most noted writers lave slways bovedd the fowers. and have (hought it wortl while to le
very tender in their dealings with them.  Break up in your hoys any existing uotion that

fowers ave “ good enough for wirls ;7 or that it s manky to trample down the litle prarplis

violets, or to enap of the heads of the teight-Tnecd daisies,
The wvernge, healthy, wide-uwake boy may rebel at ‘oses™ morlizing ; It he
is oot insensible to the leauty auld pramdear of sabiie, 1§ coly we are wise euoigh to e

sent it to him i o way that e can neespd ated dndemtand,
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