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NCOURAGED by the hind reccption accorded,

on both sides of fhe Atlantiy, o hiz * By-
Ways in Book-Land,! the audlor has pentured
fa prepare another Tolume—ygimtlar in aim,
character, size, and appearance—in Lhe hope
that it may meel wwith similor ropd forfune,
Heve, as in the former cose, e aint iy penam
titiows, The wriler deals lighily, brigfly, and
Heercfore nol exhanstroely, with some fierary
taptes which Rave inlerested him, and which,
fee fraests; roill prove nof less acceplable lo the
reade s,
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RAMBLES TN BOOK-LAND.
THE TREATMENT OF BOOKS.

= HIS may seem to some a simple
: matter, and one on which there 1s
gimtskd]  scarcely need of advice or exhorta-
tion, Everybody, it may be said, knows how
to treat books. * What is there of mystery
about 1t?  What is there to learn?  You cut
a book open, you rcad it, and you lay it
down. What more 15 necessary?  One can
imagine these questions being put, but they
are heart-breaking to a2 ibhomaniac,  What
indifference, what [rivolity, what lack of
reverence | To the book-worshipper it seems
terrible that the subject should be ap-
proached so flippantly. How to treat books
1




2 Rambles 1 Book-Land,

—why, it is an art in itself ; a method which
comes, no doubt, by nature to the true believer,
but which the most carcleéss can atquire in
timme if they will but give their minds to it
Of course the method applies only to
the books which are really books—to those
which, in extorior as well as internally, have
a tight to claim the privileges of preservas
tiph. From this point of view there arc
publications, commonly ealled books, which
do oot count ; new volumes in paper-Covers,
for example. They are very excellent, no
doubd, in the matter of letler-press (especially
when they are French); but what is to be
done with them ? How are they o be
treated 7 It is fair to assume that they are
meant ecither not to last or to be bonnd.
Their corners turn up at the edaes, and theiwr
pages come unstitched. It 1s impossible to
repard them with respect.  They are it only
for the base uses of the smoking-room or
the easy-chair. They can be dog's-eared, or
pencilled, or whai not, without shame com-
ing on the dog's-carer or the penciller.  “Till




The Treatment of Bools. 3

they are attired in cloth, or in something
even more permanent than that, they are
hardly books at all, and cannot hope or
expect to be dealt with as such.

Nor, indeed, can the ordinary ‘railway-
novel” of everyday commerce laok for muoch
more respectful or more kindly treatment.
Compassionale or avaricious people do in-
deed set store by these yellow, fdecorated’
emanations ; ranging them, when read, in a
dingy, dilapidated row along a melancholy
bookshelf, But such persons are not biblio-
philes of the troe kind. The genuine book-
lover may peruse the florin ‘shocker,’ but
either he leaves it in the milway-carriape in
which it has been read, or, if perchance he
takes it home, bhe relegates it tosome obscure
cupboard where it ranks, not as a book, but
as mere lumber. He is even disposed to be
discourteous Lo the rich rclation of the florin
‘shocker,! the two-volume or threevolume
novel. ‘T'his, to be sure, goes into the best
houses of the best people, and, for the time,
basks in the sunlight of prosperity. But it
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