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White {Red) might have given mate on the Jast move.

White now to retract his move, and mate at once.
Shew by analysic the mating position,
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PREFACE

NHE pleasure of constructing Chess Problems is, i
itself, & fair equivalent for the time and puim
| which a careful composer must expend, but it is
to the interest shown by solvers that he must look for en-
couragement, and their approval is his best reward.

As a contributor for several years to the principal Chess
columns and magagines, I have had the benefit of much
kindly and valmable criticiam, not jess kindly, nor of less
value, when it has been opposed to my own fancies; and 1
now venture to offer to the Chess public a selection from those
problems which have stood the test of publication, in the hope
that what has been to me a labour of love, may be acceptable
to some of those, at home and abroad, who take delight in the
quaint and manifold combinations which no number of games
or problems can exhaust

It may be true that a composer is not a good judge of the
merits of his work, but it is not less troe that he can best
appreciate the difficulty of combining clear construction with
some subtlety, and freshness of idea. He knows well “where
the shoe pinches," and he must often take stvong measures to
guard against faws, or to prevent second solutions. These
meet him face to face, though they seldom predent themselves
to the notice of the solver after they have been overcome by
the introduction of pieces condemned, perhaps, as unnecessary
by the off-hand critic.

This charge of overloading the positon is not aleays un-
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reasonable and there are few composers who do not at times
desgerve it. As in other matters * Prevention is better than
cure,” and he shews far truer feeling for his art who prevenids
the faults of a position by careful recomstruction, by werkimer
dosrn his problem, and refining it, than he who with less
trouble cures by coarser means the false results,

Such high finish is, bowever, move easily aimed at than
attained ; it must be loocked for, as a role, in the admirable
work of those few who stand as problem composers a clear
head and shoulders above us all. _

It has been my good formune to meet on frendly terms
many members of the Brotherhood of Chess: others are
familiar to me from their masterpieces, which reflect with
such variety the distinct and characteristic conceptions of
their minds:—To all T offer heartily,-with this little book,
the New Year's greeting—** Peace, health, and happiness.”

A. CYRIL PEARSON.

Deavron Parscow RErRCTomy,
December, 1878,




PREFACE TO THIRD EDITION.

OFFER, with much pleasure, to the Chess public
a new edition of my problems. To the hondred
: 28 originally included in the book have been added a
Eew that have been lately composed and published. Among
these will be found a four-move problem (Problem A} which
took the doublefirst prize in the * Chess Monthly Problem
Tournament, 1882." The judges, Mesars, Zukertort, Healey
and Collins, say of this problem in their final award * the gem
“of the sel and the Tosrnamens ; Hhee originality and beauty
“af the leader render Mhis problem wortky of a place in fhe
 rharcest selection of comperifions by the prealest masfers”

This problem obtained its honors against sets sent in from
Germany, Denmark, Sweden, America, Austria, Brazils, Aus-
tralia, India, Greece and France, a result of which I, as an
English composer, feel that I may be justly prood.

A. CYRIL PEARSON.

Daayron ParsLow REcToRy,
April, 1883,






