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PREFACE.

Tue following Lectures have been delivered in the
Friends’ Meeting Houses of some of our large
towna ; the first fonr have thus become koown fo
many * Friends,” and I have been on several ocea-
sions asked to publish them. Hitherto, one reason
for refusing to do this, has been the hope that I
might be able to read them myself in other places,
to which 1 have been tvited for that purpose. Now,
aa I am expecting in a fow weeks to leave this
country, on 3 mission of Christian love to the island
of Madagascar, this remson for keeping them back
has ceased to operate, and other objections which T
have felt {0 bringing them and myself thus pro-
minently forward, have been overcome by the desire
to leave in the bands of my fricnds some memento
of past sessons of pleasant and refreshing intercoursa,
and some record of the deep religious convictions
and earnest desires, which are feebly set forth in the
following pages.

Owing to a great pressure of engagements, I have
been quite unsble to give a3 muoch time and thought
as [ should have liked, to the preparation of these
Lectures for the press, Thelr division into chapters
was suggested to me by one on whose judgment in



PREFACE.

such matters I could well rely; I trust, on the
whole, it will prove to hava been of advantage,

When treating subjects on which much party-
feeling has in times past been evolved, I have
greatly desired to avoid anything like sectariznism ;
if T bave fiailed in doing this to the full, it has been
unconsciously. I believe, however, that the mutual
love and harmony of our different religious com-
munitiea i8 not increased by our being always silent
on the points on which we differ. T grant, we had
much better be silent than, when we spesk, meet
as enemies expecting blows and ever on the watch
to ward them off or retaliats : but if, ingtead of doing
thus, we came together more frequently in brotherly
confidence, coufessiog our own perplexities and
failings, a9 well 3 our mistrust of the wisdom or
correctoess of the actions of offiers, our love to each
other would be ineressed, and we should prove
mutually helpful. It hos loog been one of my
most esrnest desires, that the parting prayer of our
gracious Lord, for unity among Ilis disciples, might
be fulfilled far more largely than, sinee the first
ages of the Charch, it bas ever yot beom, “ That
they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and
I in thee, that they may be one in us; that the world
may believe that thou hast sent me”

Hitehin, Second Month 4, 1867,




LECTURE L

PRAYER.
INTEODUCTION.

Praver is the intercourse which takes place he-
tween our souls and the great Searcher of hearts,
It does pot consiet in the mere uttering of words, or
in any outward form; it Is an act of the soul, We
cannot pray aright unless we are taught of God.
" Xord, teach ve to pray,” waa the petition of the
aposties, and we need continnally to meke the same
request. Is it nof then presumptoous in man to
attempt. such teaching ? We should panse before
doing so, for the question may well be asked. Yet
He who mid to Peter, #Feed my lamba,” ¢ Feed
my sheep,” still ealls on one and another to de the
same ; and he who has received any such call cannot
be silent on the subject of prayer.

It is a subject comnected with so many questions
affecting both the lifs of religion in the soul and the
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2 PRATER,

outward practice of it, that it would be vain in one
or two lectures to ireat If with all the breadth and
fulnesa it admitz of No such attempt has been
made by me in these papers. 1 have confined my
attention almost exclusively to those allusions to
prayer which we find in the teaching of cur Saviour,
and my desire has been to bring before those
who profess His name the leading features of this
" teaching, and to press upon their attention a few
points which have been too mmch lost sipht of in the
present day. :

As regards many who hear them, my words will
only “put them in remembrance of these things,
though they know them, and have been established
in the truth of them:” but if, *by way of remem-
brance,” they should help to *“str up the pure
minds” of uny; if they should arouse any to greater
diligence in availing themselves of the bleased privi-
lege of prayer; if they should give to any a deeper
sense of its value, or a firmer confidence in its ap-
plicability to all the wants and conditions of fatlen
man; or i they should raise in the hearty of any
a louder song of thanksgiving and praise to Him
who has granted such s privilege to His people, they
will not have been written in vain,

What & remarkable proof of Ged's love do we
find in the fact that He has always permitted us



