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PREVACE.,

Tms menograph was read before the Medico-legal
Sootety of the City of New York, for the purpose of
demonstrating the necesgity of a change in the manner
of conducting eriminal investigations and in the intro-
duction of expert testimony. As it is necessary in
every argument to lay & foundation or basis for its
support, and having selected the Stokes cese as the
most apt illuetration of it, I was obliged to deseribe:
the medical history of the case of the late James Fisk,
Jr.; the nature of shock, and of gunshot wounds of
the abdomen ; and the physiclogical and toxieal actions
of morphine. Believing that the facts I have col-
lected, and the views advanced, mey be of interest,
and possibly possess some valng, I have rearranged
the matter and divided it into five chapters, viz.:
L The history of the ecmse of James Fisk, Jr
IL Description of shoek. III. Penetrating gunshot
wounds of the abdomen. IV. The physiological and
toxical actions of morphine, V., The medical juris-
prudence of the Stokes case.
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