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INTHODUCTHN

Noeopy reads Introductions. Unly  Pub
lishers, [ollowing the occull laws of Uhelr
being, demand them. At ils best the Intro-
duction is a gesture of respect to the new
from the old, and so let the writer, who has
been a pleased and admiring first reader ol
the book while it was still only in the stage
of prools, lestify to the locidity, humour,
and wisdom of Mr. Grarstin, He s engaged
here vpon one of the mosl necessary and
beneficial tosks of our time, the explanalion
of a people much maligned, the increase of
svmpathy and wnderslanding across spuices
and  norances  thal have separated men
from men.

For a couple of hundred years Russin bas
been a labulous country to the English
imaginalion, a wilderness of wolves, knouls,
serfdom, and cruelty. Il has been the foil
o our dazeling libertles, the darkoess Lo
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accentuate our enlightenment, 1t has also
been  Bogey, Beogey  [uassia,  which  had
Cdesigns "—on  India, on all the workd.
Incredible evnicism and wickedness was ils
mental  quality, combioed  with  amazing
political devolions,  IL was nel simply o
case of ignorance ; I was o case of imagina-
tive misrepresentalion  upon o basis of
ignorance,  There was o vast literaturee i
which this convenienl Hussia, oll anorclasis
and sccrel agenls, plaved its part.  And nol
ten vears ago | saw at Folkestone o play of
contemporary  Hussian life in which there
were sl serfs and kooulings, in which the
villain claimed lhe bheroine as his seel and
lound on  her rwdely  cxposed  shoulder-
blade the neat brand of the cstate,  Mr,
Garstin in his opening chapter distinguishes
very neatly belwoen the bwo Hussios—Russin
whicl is ogre-land aod he real Russia he
saw ;[ thoughl we all did; wd i1 s only
when one s such people as Mr. Bernard
Shaw, Mr. Ramsiy Macdonald, and Mr, Keir
Hardie takiug Lhis imaginalive playgronnd,
this penoy-dreadinl countey of hardship and
wickedness, in ull seriousness as the real
Russia, [hal we bhegin lo realize the need ol
more explicil statements o the malier.  One



