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“The result of handing over cducation (o the most comprabengive
theorist, with whatever gilts of lucid expression, would be, T doatst por
disastrous.  The history of edocation is the baltlle-preond and burial-
eround of impracticable theories : and one wha slodies it [s soon taughs
to abate his constructive self-confideacy, and to endeavohr bumldy o
learn the legsans and barroooise the resolts of experience, |, . . .

It mot unfrequently happens—anl perliags i Qs not sarpeising—that
even successinl schoolmasters, iminersed in the basiness of ther pro-
fession, are found to have learned the theory of what they are doing
cadually and long apo from other men, and to hawe Iet it remain in
thelr mibds in wodipested fragments, not really brought to the test of,
and therefore not modificd by, cxpericnce, ™ HENET SIDGWICE,



Preface

Tur origin of the following Lectures was a
request from our Professor of Education
that I should take part in a course of Lec-
tures on Teaching which he was arranging
with several Professors to deliver to Second-
ary Teachers in Training. On condition
that my lectures were thrown open to
teachers in general, I consented ; though 1
was well aware that [ necessarily regard the
matter from the University point of view,
and have not that intimate acquaintance
with school work which would justify my
entering into details in any dogmatic spirit.
Sometimes, however, suggestions from an
outsider are useful ; and the number of
distinguished teachers who attended showed



viii Preface

that they were welcome. It was in full
recognition of the truth of both portions of
that utterance of Professor Henry Sidgwick
which I prefix to this book as a motto that
I undertook the task.

An excuse and warrant for my interfer-
ence, if so it be regarded, is contained in
a Presidential Address and Official Circular
issued by the Royal Society, here partially
reprinted as an Appendix, to which I wish
specially to direct attention,

OLIVER LODGE.

Usiversi Ty oF BrenwcHam,
March 19058.



