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THE MATERIA MEDICA
CONFERENCE.

Agitation is & desirable thing. It
always precedes reform.

If the Detroit Conference agcom-
plished nothing else, it agitated very
thoroughly the subject of the revision
of our materia medica.

As a result of the discussion three
several things were made apparent :

1. That n revigion of our materia
medica is desirable, if not demanded;

2, That the members of our school,
withont exception, are, in their own
minds, convinced of the truth of sim-
wlia;

3. That evidence of its truth exists in
abundance; progf is what is wanting.

Too many people in this world mis-
take evidence for proof.

For a century we have been aconmn-
lating evidence more than saufficient to
convinee ourslves; what now is de-
manded is the progf that shall con-

vince others.
* * *

Iow shall this work be accomplish-
ed ?

First, our materia medica must be re-
vised **in accordance with the require-
ments of modern scientific research,’’
divested of all sentiment.

In order to accomplish this but one
thing is wanting—money ! With money
it can be done; without money it is
useless to consider its doing.

Ex nililo, nihil fit. This, being
interpreted, means—** Without money
nothing can be done.”

After the monument is paid for, the
profession must set about accumulating
& fund to endow an institution devoted
to the proving of drags. This institu-
tion should be the property of, as it
would be endowed by, the entire ho-
myeopathic profession. It shomld be
under the sopervision of our repre-
sentative body, the American Institate.
It should be controlled by a4 board of
directors, to be chosen by the Institute.
The directors shonld be such men as
Drs. Coxpap Weseeruarr, T. F, ArL-
LeN, Evoexe H. Pomrem, and there
shonld be added, as corresponding
member, Dk, Riemaen Huouges, of
England.

The actual workers in this institn-
tion should be a corps of young men
who should obtain the positions by
competitive fex;:ninaﬁun, open k‘i‘ l:he

nates o our co ; 8
é‘hu;gld receive ample mmmfor the‘i{'
services, and serve for a term of three
years, when their places should be
taken by others. '

The proposed institution should be
permanently endowed. In the course
of time it would contribute to the
world’s fund of knowledge material of
greater value than comes from any
other laboratory in this country or
Eunrope.

If the desired knowledge be not thus
obtained, it will not come at all; or,
at least, it will be too long delayed,
and the deferred hope will make the
heart sick,

For the carrying out of the plan
bere outlined nothing is wanting but
money.*

* There is no sentiment about monay,
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED,

Hahnemann’s memory is worthy of
the most magnificent monument that
the imagination can conceive or that
human skill can devise.—Dr. Pember-
ton Dudiey.

Homeopathy is not the only un-
settled question in the world.—Dr. J.
8. Mitchell,

It is absurd to try to settle this
question. It je unsettleable. The law
is a thing sui generis, It was never
Em by lmi]'ifhi!osoph_‘.r or religion. —

. I. P. Wilzon.

It iz rather late in the day to de-
mand unequivocal demonstration.—
Dr. A. C. Couperthwaite.

I do not think we are after an un-

wivoen! demonstration.—Dr. FPam-

n Dudiey.

Similia shonld be proved unequive-
cally so that others besides homeeopaths
can understand. —D». Conrad TWessel-

The united and uniform experience
of thousands of physicians, made daily
and hourly, T consider as an une%a::—
vocal demonstration of the law.—.

W. N. Vandenburg.

I wish every physician were as
thoroughly convinced of the truth of
simalid as 1 am wmysslf.—Dr. J. 8.
Mitchell.

I find myself unable to get away
from the truth of the law of simiars.—
Dr. T, F, Allen.

Several drugs may be sufficiently
gimilar to bring about a reaction.— Dr.
T. Y. Kinne.

We have not yet demonstrated the
capabilities of the law of sum]a.rs —
Dr. C. H. Evans.

Many times the similimum is in our
minds instead of in the patient.—D'r.
H. W, Pierson.

If the old school in their labora-
tories prove similia without intending
it, bow much more should we prove it,
intending so to do.—Dr. Conrad Wes-
selhayt,

Before we can find the similimum
we must seek and find the exciting
cause.—Dr. I, W. Piergon.

The totality reduces all to the dead
level of equal value.—Dr E. 2. Snader.

Nothing remains for us but the
Hahnemannian totality.—Dr. 7. F.
Kinpe,

The keynote unlocks the way to the
totality of the symptoms.—Dr. W, J.
Hawkes.

The proposition that the totality of
the symptoms must be our only guide,
must be abandoned. — Dr. £ . Snader.

Hahnemann’s totality is not a mere
examination of the symptoms, but
their orderly and systematic arrange-
ment.—Dr. T. V. Kinne,

It seems to me the proposition is
axiomatic—prescribe on the totality of
the symptoms.—Dr. A. L. Monroe.

The < totality " of today must be
greater than it was in Jahnemann’s
day becaunse of the greater sources of
knowledge.—Dr. 7. T. Kinne.

I do not believe we can properly
interpret the valpe of symptoms with-
out a knowledge of the pathology of
the disease.—Dr. 4. L. Monros.

IT it be so important that our knowl-
edge of pathology be perfect, it is
equally as important that our kmowl-
edge of drugs be perfeot.—Dr. Pem-
berton Dudley.

Foremost as o means of distinguish-
illngEtWBBE the value of symptoms is

rnowledge of pathology.—Dr. T.
Y. Kinne,

By depending upon symptoms alone, -
conditions may be overlooked.—Dr.
E. B. Suader.

Beeause we have not the written
record, it is no proof of failure of the
law. Clinical verifications are valu-
able so far as they go, but we require
other demonstrations. The ophthal-
moscope furnishes this. This instra-
ment shows that drogs specifically
affect the circulation of the eye.— D,
A. B. Norton.
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bei l;;ed a{tnptod to clinical use may
ju ¥ a century's experience.
J.'g’n Meartin Dsacﬁerg o

We have no right to continue to
make provings under rules laid down a
hundred yvears ago.—Dr. 4. €. Cow-

waite. h

Tt is wnjust to try to hold ourselves
down to the knowledge that was avail-
able to Hahnomann a hundred years
ago.—Dr. Pembsrion Dudley.

I believe that every drug should be
proved in accordiance with the light
that the profession bas at the present
day.—Dr. Lamson Allen.

There is not a discovery in seience
that does not illomindte and illusteate
and confirm the theory of Hahnemann,
—B¢, J. D, Buck,

Hahnemann was conscientions in his
methods, but he was ot rigid. —Dr.
Ch. Gatchell.

Hahnemann has left us a work so
vast that not one of his followers has
ever equalled it in magnitude.—Dhr.
Martin Deschere.

To our hospitals and laboratories
we must look for aid. Private prao-
tice will not fornish it.—Dr. Conred
Wmdﬁ@ﬁ, 5

I belleve in the great valne of care-
fully prepared ital statistics; I
have more faith in them than isolated
reports taken from private practice.—
Dr. J. 8. Mitchell. d

Physieians should keep a faithful
record of what they do, noting every-
thing, both objective and subjective.
—Dr. C. F. Henninger.

Comparative statistics have dem-
onstrated that we do cure more than
the dominant school. I consider that
E'atter defioitely settled.—Dr. E M.

Youn eannot bind men together by
wisps of straw. Ten thousand men in
this country with similia as their guide
are working to a common purpose.
And in one hundred years how many
Juacts have our opponents piled up
against us?—IDh, Pemberton Dudley.

We are justified in prescribing in
accordance with the experience of care-
ful practitioners. — D». J. B. (.
Chustrs.

Diaguesis alone tells the only kind
of treatment that will ocure.—Dr.
E. R, Snader.

The negations of our opponents
must be met.—Dr. Conrad Wessel-
Aarlt.

In the matter of our materia medi-
ca, standing still is going backward.—
Dy T, F. Allsn.

An experimenter in the proving of
drugs must, in his methods, be a Pas-
teur, or a Koch ; he should alzo be inde-
pendent in means.—Dr. T\ F. Allen.

The art of experimentation has not
been gutBeiently cultivated. — Dr,
Conrad Wesselhaf?.

IfHahnemann were living he would
be at the hend of a great experimental
laboratory for the study of pharmaco-
dynamics.. D, . F. Allen.

It requires more courage not to
dose than it does to give medicine.——
Dr. Conrad. Wessslhaft,

Before you attempt to establish a
materis medica, you must formulats a
law.—Dr. Robert Walters.

Teo give medicine is a habit three or
four thousand years old,.—Dw. Conrad
Wesselhart. -

The carative power of drugs should
be demonstrated as truly as the path-
ogenetic power is.—Dr. T F. Allen.

We have enough to do in the next
century to develop the law of similars,
without being diverted by every fad of
the day.—Dr, B, N. Foster.

Our appeal is for o rovised materia
medica, every one of whose symptoms
shall belong toit, and not one that
does not belong to it.—Dr. Pember-
ton Dudley.

The human organism is the most.
difficult and uncertain subject with
which to experiment.—Dr T, F.
Allen,
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THE DOCTOR TALKS.

"¢Yeg,”? said the Doctor, I was
there. I enjoyed everything connected
with the Instituts, even the result of
the election for v. p. pumber ome.
That election came out just as I intend-
ed it should. If that office fell to any-
one I was determined it should fall
either to the one who got it or to
me. I went into center fleld and
placed him on short-stop, and he
canght the ball. If he had muffed it
I would have taken it in, and our side
would have been safe. That’s all I
wanted. The office belon to an
F.P. C. Wa were both F. P. C.%,
and one of ns got it—the other one.

* »* *

t But-T am not the only person who
was at Detroit, There were several
others, and I will tell yon who they
were.

* The man who likes to hear himself
talk, was there. He enjoys the sound
of his own veoice; it is music to hig
ear and & solace to his sonl. He talks
early and often, and on all sides of
every question. He talks right op to
the time limit, and into the next fel-
low's time withont limit, He goes in
for a good [long] time, and he gets it.
He talks against time, over-time, full-
time, and altogether has a high old time.

“ He was there.

* ® W

' The man who thinks he owns the
earth* was there. He thinks that
the affairs of Lincoln, Neb., Louigville,
Ky., Oshkosh, Wis., Kalamazoo,
Mich., and Greater N. Y., are all in
his special care. e plants his finger
. in every pie-plant pie, and tries the
temperature. He would be oftener
burnt, but for his chronie condition of
hypertrophiadermadigitatum, and the
e?ephuntiasis of his column of Goll,
He tries to regulate the affairs of all
parts of the country at once, regard-

* But he doesu't, by a large majority. He

only owns a hole in the d, and the bole
m’mmwmmm

less of the preferences and predilec-
tions of the aboriginal inhabitants.
He spreads his wings, throws the earth
in shadow, and sasses the sun,

tHe was there.

* * *

“The man who puts too much senti-
‘ment into his remarks on materia med-
ica, was there. He had to be called
down and held up by the chairman, as
an awful example of what such things
may lead to.

¢ He was there.

* »* -

** The man who thinks with his lun
was there. This man does not really
think, he only thinke that he thinks,
and Dr., R, L. says that to become
highly accomplished in this cxercise re-
quires & great deal of practice. He
expresses himself in words—words —
words. DBut he doesn’t put the words
together in their proper order. If he
would only furnish the long list of
words, and hire an able-bodied me-
chanic to transpose them, so that they
might convey less confusion and more
sonse, he would acquire enduring fame.

*“ He was there.

r ¥ ¥ #

¢The man who proncunees it Institoos
was there. He was there in la
quantities, from the chairman of the
Materia Medica Conference to the man
who moved final adjournment. The
only exception that I noted was in the
case of the man from Boston, who, in
the midst of his rich Scoteh brogue, put
the right twist on the penult of the
substantive element of the name of our
National organization. Good for Bos-
ton! The progrum man was there,
also. He seemed to take pride in get-
ting it off as often as possible, regard-
less of consequences. His next effort
will be to tell us that one.eighth of an
ounce is called a drum; hence eight
drums — one ounce. This rule is ab-
soloot. Our friend bails from Chicago
—at present.

“He was there.
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** The man who ‘moves to extend the
time," was there. This man, no
matter who is speaking or on what sub-
ject, nomatter whether a majority of the
people present wish ‘to hear him any
longer, is the vne who invariably rises
to his feet—when the chairman calls
the time limit—and ‘ Moves that the
doctor’s time be extended.” In nine
caszes out of ten the ‘mover’ is the
only one who cares to hear any more
from the long-winded talker; but, for
reasons of delicacy, no one is inclined
to ohgect, and the dose is repeated,
secundum artem. This mover is a
public nonisance. He assumes too moch.
But it is impossible to suppress him,
and so he continues to disturb the
meeting.

‘Ile is always there.’*

* * *

“*But, Doctor,”” I asked, “*is thera
no remedy for these things? '’

‘* Remedy!"” exclaimed the Doctor.
£ Of course there is a remedy. There
is a remedy for everything. Dud-
ley says go. I have a remedy that
will reach it. I would place the whole
matter in the hands of the presiding
officer. He alone should be the one
to decide when a speaker's time should
be extended. 1 would arrange it in
this ‘maoner: I would have a con-
trivance (it would really be a machine,
bat I shall call it a contrivanes) to take
the place of the ‘man who was there.’
This contrivance [ would make to re-
semble, in ootward appearance, 8 man.
I would give it arms and legs, a body
and a head, and I would dress it up in
broadcloth.” But internally I would
have it & marvel of mechanical con-
struction. It should contain springs,
and levers, and cams and rams and
jambs; there should be joints in the
legs, an electric motor in the chest,
springs in the arms, and wheels in the
head. This contrivance should occupy
a front seat, and & wire would run
from the chairman's desk to its spinal
column,

“Now, the thing would work just

‘rest.

about in this way: When a speaker.
had consumed his allotted time, if, in
the opinion of the Emsldmg officer, a
large majority of the members would
be more than glad to have his time
extended, the p. 0. would push a but-
ton and my Contrivance would do the
It would slowly rise to its feet,
open its mouth, and mechanically give
utterance to these stereotyped words:
“Mr. Chairman, I move that the
spezker be allowed to continne. That
would settle it. The presiding officer
would, by this method, command the
situation,

“t But there is one contingency that
I have not provided for. My Con-
trivance, by strangers, might be mis-
taken for a real, live doctor, having a
heart and langs and lighis and liver
and brains. %hmfo:f, i order to
prevent the possibility of soch error, 1
would make my Contrivance into a
thermometer-doctor, and cover it with

I would call it—

“ s Pror, TERTIUE (JONIRIVANGE, A,
M., M.D,, B.A,, C.K., Ph. D)., 8¢.D.,
Ph.U.L., F.R.8.,, LL.D., A.B.C., X.
Y.Z., D.F?

t* With this precantion no one would
ever mistake the concern for a man.”’

All of which is truthfully reported
by SELAH,

While Hahnemaun discoversd a
great law he never formulated it.—
Dr, Robert Walters.

The law does not pretend to say
hkow medicines act.—Lr. T. P. Wil-
B80T

It should be determined whether it
is possible to cure artificial disease by
means of drags.—Dr. 7, F, Allen.

The true similimam is the to
be striven for, but rarely reached.-.-
Dr. T. ¥. Kinne.

It requnires but & moment’s reflec-
tion to convince one that the number
of good, all-around physicians is rapidly
growing smaller, and that the tendenfiv
is toward specialism.—Dr. Onslow 4.
Gordon.
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AFTER-THOUGHTS. The The Institute has chosen
= 3 Place well. Bauffalo is easy of ac-
O, Detroit, thy fair fame | ., from all digotiuns.
mu shall long be enshrined in Mesting. | The East, the West, the
Detroie. | ©2F memory! We owe thes South and Canada, will all
much, O, Detroit! Weowe g apcommodated. Buffalo has many

thee a deep dsbt of grati-
tude, and doliars, and shekels, and
laurels and roses, without nomber.

0, Detroit, we shall long remember
thy hospitality, thy generosity, and thy
liberality. ~Among other things we
ghall remember thy Harmonie Hall, thy
committee rooms, thy Meissen parlor,
thy exhibit ball, thy auvditorium, thy
Duily Counselor, thy badges, thy signs,
and thy attendants.

We shall also remember thy boat-
ride, thy Rushmere, thy reception, thy
Euterpe gquartette, thy flowers, thy ban-
ners, thy choak.room snd thy malt-

. nmtrine,

We shall remember thy Free- Press,
thy Cadillae, thy Pingree, thy pota-
toes, thy Comptroller, thy Grace Hos-
pital, thy trolley-cars, thy scoops, thy
8-cent fares, thy carriages, thy coupés,
thy base-ball, thy pavements, thy clean-
liness, thy boulevards, thy parks, thy
Belle Isle, thy rapid river, thy mean-
dering streets, thy roof-garden, thy
cafés, thy tower-lights, thy depots, thy
weather, thy climute, thy sunsline and
thy showers.

We shall remember thy Miller, thy

, thy Olin, thy Rady, thy Le-
Seure, thy MacLachlan, thy Orleman,
thy Smith, thy Klein, thy Bailey, thy
Sterling, thy Caron, thy Eilis, thy Gue,
thy Richards,thy Spranger, thy Knight,
thy Wilson, thy Stevens, thy Lawson,
thy Mera, thy Morley, thy Sage, and
all others* that are within thy gates,

Q, Detroit, we are under a thousand
obligations to thee for thy geverous,
thy handsome, thy magnificent hos-
pitality, in our history unsurpassed.
We admire thee, Detroit; we trust
thee, we like thee, we love thee, we
lay flowers at thy feet, O, Détroit,
Détroit, Day-trwal

* Bave one,

attractions. It has Niagara; it has
the new electric generator that sent a
message around the world ; it has good
water, fine fishing, good hotels, eon-
venient bodegas, a fine climate. beauti-
ful surroundings, and it has ¥. Paeg
Lewis, *

Never before bas the Institute come
80 near choosing at one meeting its
next two places of meeting. While
chooeing Buffalo for ’97, it threw an
anchor to windward that caught its
fluke in Omaha, for *98. This was
well done. Omaha will be in line in
'08. Tt will have a trans-Mississippi
Fair that will eclipse everything save
Chicago's monster. Omaha will be a
central point for the vast territory east
of the Allaghanies. Omaha has push,
and it has pull; it has a fine site, a
rapid river, a rich country, a bright
past, & brilliant present and an entic-
ing future, and it has W. H. Hax-

CHETT. *

It is & most enticing pluan
being exploited by Dr. B.
Y. Bailey, of Lincoln, Neb.,
the holding of the next
meoting of the Institute on
board a steamship on the Great Lakes.
It has much to recommend it.

Meet at Buffalo, and hold the first
session on land. There let all the
Eastern members meet, and board the
boat. Stop at Erie and "Cleveland,
and pick up all of Ohio. Stop at De-
troit, and pick uwp Michigan. Go

arovod the Peninsula to Chi ; pick
up that City, all of Illinois, Missonri,
and the entire Southwest. Stop at

Milwaukee and pick up Wiseonsin.

Thence into Lake Superior, and to

Duluth. Hoeld one session on land,

pick up the Northwest, and carry the
=M D

.
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entire crowd back to Buffalo, holding
the last sesgion on land.

Why not? It can be done. It would
become the most delightful and the
most famous meeting the Institute
ever held. The journeyings of the
boat would be heralded by the press
from day to day, and it would become
the best advertised meeting ever
known. Frequent access to the land
would permit the sending of full re-
ports of proceedings to the press of the
country. The local press at each large
city would give full reports.

There wonld be freedom from dust
and heat and noise, and an assurance
of the attendance of all members at
every session, or know the reason why.
The plan has much in its favor.

Let’s do it.

Pressat This valuable little book,
Status | 155ued by Drs. B, F. Bailey
of and Allison Clokey, deserves
Pediatrics| special mention. We con-
gratulate the accomplished
authors most heartily on their enter-
prise and eare. It is a new departure,
and a very welcome onme. Here we
bave a work on the subject given con-
taining recent contributions from the
pens of Drs. B. F. Builey, IToward
Koy Chislett, Allison Clokey, Joseph
Pettee Cobb, €, D. Crank, Martin
Deschere, Mark Edgerton, L. C. Gros-
venor, A. P. Hanchett, Wm. E. Leon-
ard, A. M. Linn, Geo. B. Peck,
Eugene F. Storke, and C. A. Weirick,
all members of the section of Padology
of the American Institute. The pro-
fession should thank the bright spirit
that suggested this work to our Ne-
braska and Kentucky friends.

Copies of the book were generously
distributed at Detroit, and were eagerly
sought for. We think other Institute
sections might with profit imitate the
very original work of the Chairman
and the Secretary of the Section on
Pedology of the ]%emﬁt meeting.

Mitcbell's] Last month the Era an-
Appea- | nounced a paper on ‘‘ The
dicitis Medical Treatment of Ap-
Paper. | pendicitis,” to be published

in the present issue. For
peculiar reasons we are compelled to
disappoint our readers. The residence
of the editor of the Era is but a few
stepe from that of Dr. J. 8, Mitchell,
the anthor of the paper. Whenever a
paper is written so near to our own °
abiding place as this, and we find it
out, we are in the habit of elaiming it
by right of discovery, But this time
wa counted without onr host, for, after
having made the announcement of a
month ago we were informed that the
paper had already been promised to
our great and good friend, Dr.
Eugene H. Porter, senmior editor of
that great and good periodical, the
North American Journal of Homwop-
athy,* whose pages it will grace, and
where every reader of the Era who
knows a good thing when he sees it is
advised to look for it, and there and
then determine to become a regular
reader of the best journal published
either in New York or Chicago, to say
nothing of the rest of the world.

Address 1872 B'dw'y,

S end drat B
N Y. S-enddﬁft‘ 0 note, ex; order,

i gilver or
goldwlﬁhnmcepted
For President we el d Dr. J.
The B. G. Custis, of Washington.
Newly There was no other candidate,
Elected {and, to the l.ﬁlltmgdﬂ%:
office was simply ered to Dr.
Officets. | Cuatis ns & token of the Lostitute's
contidence and

esteem.

C. A. Walwoo, M. D.,F. P. €., o((}lmnmh,
was made first Vice-President, & position that
MWMh and will worthily 1l He has

Dr. C. G, Mlllm of 'Detl:mln. tha Glt‘j I;lmteu—

nﬁx H Porter, nf Greater N Y—
we!l  the tute is under greater obligations
to him than it can ever discharge.

All the other officers were re-elected, includ-
ing, of course, our long-time Treasurer, Dr,
E. M. Eellogg.




