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EDITOR'S PREFACE.

My father, of his own secord, wonld never have written a line of amto-
blography to be publlshed elther before or after hindeath, He shrank from
disclogures of himeelf. In his sermons and addregses no reforenco to hils
personat history or private feslings and tastes can be foued. Hie family
knew shouthim bux little more then they eaw for themsolves, except, when
with his younger children, in moods of playfulness, he woold recail some
incident of hia boyish daye for their ammsement. He was always ressrved
upon tha subjeet of lie qurly tife. This rolicéncs aprapg from no wish to
conceal anything in hia pust; 1t wag All howorpbie 4o him,snd will bear
tha Yight it now receivas; bot bousting was ablwrrent to his natore, and he
. pever songht to poas before athers as a model man. He was not in the habit
of quoting bis own oxperiones aa an Infallible guide for hia children or
anybodyelse. Ha had little faith in the power of mare words, Dut he be-
Lizved fu the fores of good cxample, snd that he set hofors ne eootio-
uslly, Hia daily life among us was vur bast losson,

Ths accompanying “brief parrative,” =5 he called it, wae written
ut the request of his children. Aw Wls gaeful and honorsble caresr
neared its close, they wore desiroms to know mue of ite beginoing,
Thongh preparcd excluzively for his descendonts, it hes been thoughe
proper to make this sutobicgraphy public, In the belief that his many
friends would be pleaped to read it, and that some who did net know him
personally mighe find the record inetrmctive. It inculestes the virtues of
an nnswerving faith in Providenee, of devolion to duty, of the strenmous
application of all one’s.powers aud fuenltivs to 2 definite object in Jife.
My father alwags decmed himeelf & child of Providence. Headduces many
facts in this Memoir which confirmed him in that epinion. In gratitode
0 the guiding hand of & higher Power which he ever recogmized, he dadi-
eated himsolf to the mipistey. He eomeidered his unstintsd pestorsl
labora in Concord snly inadeqnate paymentof the grest debt he owed to
God.  Her ehildren now know, as they never knew before, why he lav-
ished his bodily aod mental resonrecs on the pavieh for forty-two yaars ; why,
in comparisen with the First Congregationel Church of Concord, all alse
was soeondary. It wod only & partiel discharge of the obligation. that
restad on him. i

Tt follows from: what has been esid, thet his home and family life did
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not ocenpy the first place in his thowghts, Though en a!fu;':hion-lte
husband and kind Gther, and fitted by nature, more than most men, to sp-
priciate tranguil happiness in the domestic ¢ircls, he sought in it not an
end bot & weans. He reversed the common rule. He did not toil in order
0 earn the rest at home made doubly sweet by his exersions; but he took
4 sparing amoant of relazation with his fomily for the purpose of gather-
ing fresh steength, to be wpont in parochisl doties. His habit of carly rie-
ing and retiring, his careful diet, his roguler exercise, were all preparativoa
for the appointed work, He aimed to make his sermons better and all his
labors more cffsctive by keeping his body heslthy and his mind bright.
Bo it happened thet, doring the most active years of his lite, hin facaltics
were nover qoito unbent athomes, Sigos of his mental pre-cccupation were
always visible. :

Notwithstunding the parasmoont clalme wpon his timo and abitities
a8 partor, he was far from pegleciing any meal doty to hin house-
hold. His §deas of tle parental relation were perhaps more of the antigua
typethan those now pravalent, Whila heloved his ehildren and mado every
pacrifice in his poover for their good, he was mever foolishly indelgenk to
them, His paternal administration was ficm but skrictly just, His child-
rem fognd in him & wige and faithfnl adriasr and the trocat of frionde  THs
anxjety for their wolfare und lLupplness never abated. Long afisr the little
flock had been widely seattared, his love and thoughtfulooms followed
them coustantly. In his frequent letters io them, snd partienlarly in
thoss hy wruie to ssel child on his or her dirth-dey, my father never
omitted the prayerfol wivh that was dear to lis hears.  He chiefly de-
gired for hls children that they should lead mseful lives, serving God in
whaterur station they might le placed.  He woeld never have aought for
them, moy more than for himgalf, garthly riches or hooors apert from
thoso higlwst oljems of exletence,

Highghitnal eobordination ofall other inlermsts to those of hix prople led
to aa act of great seifdenial o 1866, He had modestly formed the opin-
jon that he was getting too’ old-fasbioned for his pulpit. Though still
vigotonsin body 4nd mind, he imagined that e was preaching with leas
power and satisfaction to hig hearers than formerly. He therefore deter
mined to resign his pustorabe, and to do thls wishont asking or expect-
ing from the cburch & pension or sny provision whatever for his declin.
ing years. At his age (G7) 1t socmed msh toqult volontarily o position
in which he had pasesd the best part of his life, and trust simply to the
watch aod cura of Providence. He had nocertalnty of support from any
source for the fotere, but ha did aot heaitate to execute his decision,
Firmly convinced that he woshest serving his Divine Master by making
wuy for m younger and freshor man, he scvered Lis pastoral comnection
with the First Congregational Church, Fortuoately he was not kept leng
waiting for the aokive employment hismind reguired. In the office of Btate
Historian, cxpressly croated for him by Act of the Leglalature of New
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Hampshire, approved by Governor Smayth, he found profitable wes for
most of hia time &8 editor of the Peooineial Resords. He hod ealtivated
historieal atudies with muech delivht in momenty of leleure for many years
previous, snd was peculiarly ficted for the task befors him. He paased in
this new gphere nf psefulness eleven contented years. ‘The ten volumes of
Progincial Rerords (four-fifths in hiz own handwriting) which he coll ated,
edited and published in thet time forman enduring monnmentof his indns-
try, Bdellty and paioataking care. During this perlod he presched as ae-
ceptably a8 ever in many eommunities which desirad his coceslonal ser-
vlees. ¥or seven years after he withdrew from his long pantorate, sbout
twiethirds of his Sabbathe wem thos cecupied.

The completion of the Provinstod HReorrds leit my father without those
regular pursatts which pesmed indigpensablo o his well-being. He who was
nevey known to bo sitk whan his anergies were tazed to the otmost, fell 111
not lougafter the cesaniion of his absorbling work. tor a time he seomed to
keep up bishealthond spirlcaby (hesuvmposition of the sutehlography, That
doty pacformed, and nothing elas offering ttself ass ready vant for his zeal to
bt ap and doing, he gulelly soccumbed to the fumed lnaction.  Aftera life
of incessant toil, hu éoald oot ait dowo io reposs.  The disesse thet mee-
tered lim has 1t3 name in medicat welomes,  The physicking spoke of it a8
the resnlt of, or allied with, 8 general decay of the bodily powers. But
1 think he wonld have lived fonger Lod there been more hard work for him
to do.

This satobiography was left withont any instructions to the editor
Only sueh porsoual and privabte meiters bave been omitted ae have no
direct bearing on the formation of my fathor'as charseter wod ars oot
easeniial to a full nudexstanding mnd appreciation of his lite-work, Every
word has bean peescrvod thet woeld bring inco high relief the epiritual
and moral lineaments of the man, Bome ibtercetiog passugos have besg
left out hecanse they oppear fully enongh in the tonching and admirable
mumnorial diseouren of Profesaor Parker, which |2 bousd up in this volume,
That review and sstimate of my father's life and services, with the Lesutiful
and pathotle tributes of Kuv, Dr. Cummings sud Kev, Mr, Ayer, who knew
him long and well, ftly supplement the autuliorrapby. They leave to filial
love and reverence the deslee {0 gny no more, butio reat patisfied wiil thasa
presentations of ono who, as Iead of the Fawmily, Paster and Public Ser-
Tnot, wag ever just snd faithiul and true.

New York, Decamnber, 1875, I.B.B,
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