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PREFACE

The following Memolr i opwpiled from the originel manuscript
notes of the late Bev. J. MacEnery, for many years Chaplain at Tor
Abbey, by whom the civern was fivst exploved.  From the Frospectus
it appears, that, whem completed, it was to have been illustrated
with thirty plates, by Boharf, reprveenting the foss! remsina of the
nntural eize, with sections snd grouwod plans of the prineipel cavarns,
“the limited cireulstion of works of this nstues, however, being by
no means agqual to the expemaes sttendant upon the exeeution of so
large & meries,” tho Author, after a sccond appesl was compelled to
abandon hin desipn. At his desath tha vast and inveluablo colloetion
of fossil remaing wag sald by auction, aid, unhappily, dispersed; the
mannseript wos purchased in & lot of sermon notes and other papera
by the. late Mr, Lear, of Lawronce Plica. It wis for masuy years
overlooked and supposed to Be altogether lost te seicnec. This
circumstance and the valus l,‘lﬁgc;h'oil' to Mr, MacBrery's labours ere
thus referved to by Profs !}-_'l};ﬁ_eﬁ,_th-e_ hlghest anthority on thewa
subjects, in his History of, British Hossl] Mammalis —% Ferhaps the
richest cave-deporitory of 'bﬁ&rﬂhl‘bherto fomnd in Enpland is that
called Konta Hole, near Torquay. 1t i to ibe sesiduous researches
of the Rev. Mr. MacHincry thot the disoovery of the various sud
interesting fosmils of this cave iz prinapully due, apd some of tha
rarent and moost velusble of this gestleman's eollsction have been
recently scquired by the British Duseum. # # Mr. Do Blainville
frequently cites s f Descriphion of the Cavern of Eunt's Hols, Devon-
shire,’ which he sopposes to have besn published by Mr. MacHEoory,
luk which he regrots that ho had net been sble to procura’ I have
beem sssured by Dr. Buckland that Mr. MacEnery never published
mich & work, but it in most probable that the drawings or lithographic
impresgions shown by Mr. MacEnery to Profassor The Blainvilla wara
those desmigned to illustrdte the fortheoming second volume of the
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Religuior Diluviane. Hoviog accidentolly discovered that the greater
portion of the Memoir was in the possession of My, Lear, I published
#some extrects in the “Torquay Directory" with reporte of Lectures
which T delivered bofore the Natural History Society. It was sub-
sequently purchased, with Mr. Lear's cabinet of foesils, by W. Lopg,
Eag., F.G3, who moet Liberally presested 7 to me with a view to
its publication. The manusoript is v & very imperfoct state, con-
aisting of fragments of tha origitul notes, & portion being re-written
soyeral times with considerable alterations. In order to preserve the
freshness of first impressions, and tbe exact statement of Mr.
MacEnery's views I give if, sa far ax possfble, verbatitn, scrupulonsly :
meking no addition, snd only omitting ‘ihm passages which are in
duplicate or irrocovcrably rantilated, end ro-sdjesting the whole, as
far as practicabls, in & connected meries, Tha notes upon Berry Head
Cavarn, veferred to In the title pago, e endivoly loat. Tt wes explored
by the late Bev. F, Lyte in confunction with Mr. MacEnery, snd
afforded eimilnr resulta with the other coverne: alse some human
remeins, supposed] to be those of the Roman garrisom )

Of the plates nbove referred fo, sixtean ware executod st the ezpenas
of the late Ismected Dean of Westmingter, snd by the liberality of his
son, F. Buckland, Esq. (2nd Life Guards), I have been permittad to hove
poroe proof impressinns taken, to Ijwitmwbe large paper copiss.

The profita of this edition will he placed ot the dispessl of the
Torquay Nstural IHstory SBociety, wheo, by permission of the pro-
prietor, 3ir L. V. Palk, Bart., propose to resume their explorstions of
Eent'a Covern. I take this cpporfunity of stating thet as this will bo
effoctod by & special fund, donwfions will be very ncceplable. The
researches in the newly-discovered cavern at Brizham, by a grant from
tha Boyal Bovlety, camse the subject to be now more than ordinarily
interesting, and o carefol comporison of the wasnlts obtained from
each, will, it is hoped, throw much light upon this moet interesting

pege of Geology and earliest human autiquities,
X E. VEVIAN.
Weoonmiml, ToRQTAT,
Lst Jum, 1808,
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ORIGIN OF CAVERN RESEARCHES.

Researches of this nature do not date far back m this cotmtry.

" Except a8 places of popular resort, saverns attracted Little notios bafore

their fossil comtents were brought to light. Had thia évent ccourved

at an carlier pariod, they wonld, dowbtless, have been regarded with

tha same fealings that thosa wers in which bones were first discorered

it Germany. Thers they were panerally reportod to be the sepnlchrea
of fabled animals, snd styled after them the “Dragon's Grottoss™

As their relics were presumed to possess supernatursl virtues, thay
ware sought for s chartng and cuesa; and in ooures of time ross inta
such estimsticn, ma & sovereign specifio, that they finally took their
phation in the materis medie, under the desigmation of the Ligus
foesidis. NMothing move waa wanting to nwke them an object of specu-
lation, to supply the demands for whick, the mountaine were ransscked
for caverns, and the ¢sverns for bomea, s circumstance to which may
Tt the dissgvary of both ot and the ckher over s largs tract of
the Continent.

From the people, aa happens in most cases, the mbject passed into
the hands of men of seivnce, It now becsme important to sscertain if
these mysterious relics ware the remaina of the apimsl to which
populsr belief sssipned them, It is ot difficult to conceive how the
multituds, ever prone to the marvellous, should hove been led astray
by their imaginstion, but that the Jesrned should have pereisted in
sbtributing them fo & chimera, whose prototype, it wea gravely con-
tended, #till existed in Transylvanie, it is not so essy to comprehend.
Others saw a resemblance to a hippopotamus, but it could only apply
to ifa bulk.

In this posture stood the controversy when oomparative anatomists
intarposed, with the immortal Cuvier af their hesd, snd having first
shewn from the immutable laws obeerved in naturs, in the Strocture of
her works, that ne auch monstar could have procesded from her hands,
and thet it was purely s orestion of the fancy of painters and poets,
they transferred the dieputed remaina to an extinet species of bear,
easentially difforent from the modern in ite form end size.

A gimilay mimapprehension prevailed with respect to the nature of
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