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INTRODUCTION.,

S Pavn, a descendant of respeetable Hebrew aveestry, (Phil.
i 5) was a padive of Tavsas in Ciliels, o city celobrated for its
cullivation of literature and geicnes, tn whicl respect it bas beon
placed on alevel with Athens and Alexawdria, 18 in this position,
he had not become thoronghly embucd with Greck leamning, he
must, nevertbeless, have oblained o suilicient sequaintanee witl
it to zive a lowe to Ll mlellectnal charactor,  Inearly lifk, the
yvoung siadent lefl Lis native for the holy eity, Thers e pursued
his Jewish stodics under the dircetion of the learned and judicious
Gamaliel: Acts xxil. 3. Kmulous of distineticn, be teok the palm
in Jewish literature and Pharisuism ftom all his competitors: Gal,
1. 14, Bincerely attnched o the religion of his natiod, sealous Tor all
the traditions of the elders, o devotes of hig diseernment and ardour
coulil not have restded in the capital, and Drequented the {emple,
all the time that the prophet of Numareth gpent in the sane places
or their vielpity, without Laving had his allention drswa lo the
charueter of this reraurkable personuge, to the elaims which he had
openly seb up, 10 the doctrines which he lwd premudeated, and to
the extraordinary facts by which D Lad proved their bruth and
tivine authority, facts which iz bitterest coemies did not veonture
to contradict. Cmosuch a rmind these things must have made a
strong impression. He wos well asequaoinied with the erigin and
histery of the novel soet, and knew that ita principles tended to
overthrow the dominant system of religion.  YWith that supereili-
ousnesz which marked the distinguished eeclesinstics of the nation,
he regorded the Nazoeenes with nnmensused contempt, and the
degraded Y people whe kreew nob the Law asaceursed ™ John vii 49
The tmpulse which had been given to the faith of Jesus after the
descent of the Holy Spirit only inerensed his infatoated rage
against the Christiaes



X INTRODOCTON,

Tl tental constitntion ol the Apostle and s relimons views
aml babils were Lol theretore, mnler the eombined influence
uf’ Greeeiinn plilosopliy auul that Jowish theology whicl was char-
sacterized by Phoviaaie strictuess wind anperstiticon, Mo was he
stlsjeeted oo train ol diseiplioe which g]‘:u{uun_}' ]pnl[p:mn] him to
cater, by e powerlul intlnonee of the avimating aoud enlightening
Spirit of’ God, srpon the sphere of action for which divioe Provi-
ilenee fenl long before macked him out: Gal, i, 15,

[t s been supposed by some writers that previeusly o that
perseenting journey to Damaseus which resulted in the Apostle's
converzion, Le laud Been broughe by refteetion aml experience to
feel the inndeuacy of Jwlatzm {0 meet the wants of 1man’s moral
wature,  Olehansen malkes tho following representation.  “The
encrey and determination of Tis will made him carry ont his prio-
eiples az o 'harisoe to o fnation] extreme againet 1he Chrstinns ;
andd it was not i1l ke had done this that e woes posscsacd by that
decp Jonging which this sysicon of lite eould pot satisty, and which
led him b pereeive the state inteowhich he bad fellen ™ Neander
alzo gmives nostill stronger representation of “internal impressious
newle in oppesition to bis will® e his Pharisaic mind, roising
thoughts fuvournlde to the new religion, and @ producing an inwanl
srrnggle repellod as Satanic sumnestion="% 1 nm mnable to por-
ceive any sullicient evidenee o supporl these views, There 13 no
pronf that such 11(*:*.11- luugfng 01 :lgiiaiiug imim!ﬁsiu:ts influeneed
Lizmind in the manver stated Dy these writers,. The account in
the Aets of the Apostler eontaiog po inthination to this effoct. A
persecuting epirin, ¥ breathing pat threatenings and slanghter,”
clisraeterizes the agcnt of the Bvaagomme np to the very maoment
of 1hs miraenlons conversion,  Wo bave no evidence that any
chimge tooke pluce i his mind favourable to saered truth nntil that
period, and this ehange is to be attribnted wholly to divise influ-
encc,  Ulghanzen allows thot ““the wirsenlows vision, and the
startling natnre of the snwnonoeement that Le whe was still the
racing opposer of the erneified was heneefurth 1o be his messenger
10 the Gentiles, are of eourse 1o e considered as the decisive causes
ol the sudden change in Tis spivitoul state” This is certuinly troe.
Bug e aelds s A the sume Lo, we cannot doulst, that his sio-
eoro striving alter vighiteousiwess by the mere works of the law had

* ol Tatzelaction g Wie Bjesthesal 8L 19al po 0,
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