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MEMOIR.

DByroN, GEORGE GORIDON, Lord, was the descendant,
and beeame the head of an ancient and noble family.
Comtodore Byron, the celebrated voyeger, was his
grandfather; and his father, Caplain Byron, a profli-
gate and extravagamt man, nuvtied Miss Gordon, an
Aberdcenshire Jady of old descent.  The poet was
born in London, on the 224 of Janyary, 1788, Two
years afterwards, his father having fHed from his
creditors to the Contineat, where he spon died, Mm
Lyron Gordan sought at Aberdoen a residence suited
to her scanty resources, which secm to have been in
no way aided by the then Lord Byron, her hysband's
uncle, a retired and despondent man. 1o the course
of the cight years spent in Secotfand, she, a violent and
misjudping wornat, acled as if it had been her aim to
weaken all the good tendencies in her son's fine
nature, and to aggravate all the bad cnes.  Capricious
alternations of scverity and indulgence cherished his
hereditary hastiness of temper, and pampered his
proud wifulness inte selfish defuance: a constang
change of teachers, and of methods of teaching,
cherished habits of desultoriness and inattention in
the boy's studies  Tyron was already a spoiled child,
when, about the commencerment of his eleventh year,
his granduncle's death made him (he possessor of the
family title and property.
A
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. His mother, leit by the guardians to take her own
way, now spoiled himt more than ever; while at the
same time she subjected him to fruitless and torment-
ing operations, desighed Lo remove the lameness
which, caused at his birth, she had taunted him with
from childhood in her fits of anger. Improvement,
both im temper and in industry, began on his being
placed in an excetlent private school at Dilwich; but
the peoiDising prospect was destroyed by bis mother's
constant interferences; and he remained at this place
for no more than two years, and these broken by
lrequent and long wisits to hoame, He was next re-
moved to Hammow, where, though somewhat rebellious,
and a very careless student of the Classics, he was
liked 2z a generous and spirited youth, and went
through & good deal of miscellaneous reading.  During
his school days at Harrow, and hefore he had entered
his eighteenth year, be formed an attachment which,
though doubtless poetized and magnified in his own
imagination afterwards, was probably more genuine

and ardent thao any he felt in mature life,  The lady
was Miss Chaworth, two years clder than himself,
the heiress of estates in the neighbourhood of his
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Memoir of Lovd Byron. i

patrimenial mansion of Newstead Albey, in Notting-
hamshire, and the near relative of a gentleman who
had been killed in a duel by the preceding Lord
Byron, He has immortalized her marriage and
melanchely fate in “ The Dream® and other
poems.

Entcred at Trinity College, Cambridge, in the
autumn of 1805, he resided for two years. His career
at the university was eccentric, profise, and on the
whole idle; but he read zealously when the humour
geized him, acquining 8 very gonsiderable amount of
stray lnowledipe; and a few pecsons of talent, with
whom he had become intimate, were guite aware that
he was g young man of no ordinary promise. While
be was still at the university, he drecutated privately
copies of a thin volume of verses, which was prudently
reserved for friendly readers, and scon suppressed.
But beforc the ond of 1827, and when in his twenticth
year, he was resh copugh tn face the public with the
Flours of fdfeness, a collection of poems, from the
very best of which no one would have veatured to pre-
sage the strength he was soon to oxhibit,.  This strength
was brought to 2 point by the anger which the young
poet felt at the fameous eriticier om his book in the
Edindurgh Rewieze. Studring the aatirical poets as
models, and collecting cvery available picce of gossip
that could point an ifl-natured jest, he at lenpth, in
180¢, poured forth his wratl, all the warmer for the
nursing he had given it, in his poetical satire “English
Bards and Scotch Reviewers  Scurrilously personal,
and indiscriminatingly contemptuoug of all the literary
celebrities of the day, this poem showed powers which
evidently wanted only maturity and fit guidance to
achieve very great things.

In the same year he embarked with Mr. Hobhouse
on a two years' journey on the Continent, in the course
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of which he visited the Peninsula, extended his travels
to Greece and Turkey, 2nd, with his poctical enthusizsm
now fairly awakened, compased in preat part the first
and second cantos of ® Childe Harold's Pilgrimage™
The publication of these, in 1the spring of 1812, when
he had just completed his twenty-fonrth year, made
him at once the most popular poet of the lime. The
{ew who had already learned to apprecizte Werdsworlh
and Coleridge, found, in the new poct, a freedom botk
from the affectations of the ooe and from the ohscuri-
tics and ecceniricity of the other; while there were
untited with theae & poetic elevation and richness not
exceeded by either. The popularity, again, which Scott
had won, by the “Lay,” * Marmion,” and the “ Lady
of the Lake” was already beginning to suffer from the
satiety produced by bad imitations; and the Scotrish
minsirel's favonr with the ymblic wancd mapidly, when
Byron, deserting the medilative poctry of the “Pil-
grimage,” adopted, like Scout, the seductive fonn of the
meirical rgmance, and gave it the charm of povelty
by choosing Torkish and Crecian sierics, In 1813
appeared his wildly striking fragment © The Glaour,®
and the mere tegular © Bride of Abydes. * The Cor-
sair”™ and its sequel ¥ Lara," followed in E81g, and
were accompanied by the “Dde te Napoleon Bnona-
parte.™ In the beginning of 1816, the first and most
characteristic series of Lord Fyron's works was closed
by the appearance of % The Siexe of Corinth® and
% Parisina,”

While he was thus bullding up his poetical fame, his
domestic history vadetwent scveral changes, to which
be was no way slow in ioviling attention.  © Childe
Harold,” the sated voluptuary, seeking to refresh his
sick heart amidst the magnificence of nature, but
contemplating all things through the medium of a
cynical and despondent philosaphy, had been avowedly
presented as an idealized portrait of the young poct
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himself, hittetly convinced, by a premature experience,
of the hollowness of worldly pleasures, yet unable to
discover any higher truths, in the contemplation apd
realization of which happiness might be attained.
Till the publication of the eaclier cantos of * Childe
Harold," Byron's proud and sensitive spirit had been
tempted to misantbropical discontent by the equivocal
position he held in socisty, parily through accidental
circumstances, parily through the reputation of his
yvouthful ir. epularities.  Bat the stamp thus imprinted
on his earlier poctry was ton much in accordatice with
his natural temperament to be easily effaced.  The
exazperated and theatrical exhibitton of hia own
character, in the personz of his herocs, was repeated
even in those of his tales which were written while he
wak the idel of fashiopable seciety, and enjoyed the
prospect of domestic happiness; and wher misfortune
and opprobrium darkened round him, the petolant
rashness of ill-rained youth pussed inlo a permanent
mood of morbid and haughly detance, to which his
later poems gave utterance with increasing cagerncss
zngd constancy. With as little power as any great
poet ever possessed of observing or delineating the
character and passions of other men, Byron was not
truc {0 nature, unless when he drow his metenials fram
within; but his poetry, thus unreal and fantastic in all
its representations of human life, has the singular
charm which belongs to the self-drawn image of 2
natgre nobly endowed with the poetic elements of
greatness, and vecillating in its moral aspect between
the extremes of gocdness and of evil.

In the autumn of 1814, afier having passed some
years in that round of extravagant and unsatisiying
dissipation into which he had been initated even in
boyhood, Lord Byron married the daughter of Sir
Halph Milkanke, The marriage proved unhappy for



