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WHEN shall I find time and ease to reduce my pocket-
boalks awl memworanlums te an Toder e Memvoree MWemi-
randorem?  Tf—uye ! anil alns ' — §f T eonld s the Frst
sheet of my Assertio Fidei Christioee, o stemi fempainrizantis,
Laving previously Leheld my elements of Diseonrse, Lanieie,
Dialectiv, and Noetic, or Canon, Criterivn, and Organon,
with the philoseplic Glosary —in e printed volume,
and the Exercises in Beasoning s another — if — what
then ?  Why, then T wounld publizh afl dhat rengined
nnnsely, Travels and all, ooder the Gide of Lixvnrsiona
Abroad and ad Home, what T have seen sl what [ Lsve
thought, with o little of whae T Lave Lelt, i the words in
wlich T fold and talked them to vy pocket-hocks, the
confidants who have wor beteayed we, the Friends whose
silence wos not deteetion, wud i immates befope wlingg
1 was not ashamed to vonnplain, do yewrn, Lo WERR), U0 i
topray ! To which are alded wworgingl notes from Hy
oll books and one or two new ones, sified thevueh the
Mogul Sieve of Druty townrds uy Nelglior — by Errgee

21 June, 1523,






PREFACE

Specimens of the Tuble Tall: of Sumuel Tay- veeracs
lor Coleridge, which the poet’s nephew and
son-in-law, Henry Nelson Coleridge, published in
1835, was a popular book from the first, and lias
won the approval of two generations of readers.
Tnlike the Biographic Literaria, or the original
and revised versions of The Friend, which never
had their day at all, or the Aids to Ldeflection,
which passed through many editions, but now
scems to have delivered ils messape, the Fulle
Tall iz =till welllknown and widely rvead, and
that oot only by students of literatmre.  The
task which Lle editor set Limsell was u diffienlt
one, but it lay within the powers of au attentive
listener, possessed of o zood memory and those
rarcr gifts of a refined and scholarly taste, a
somnd and luminens common zensze.  1le does
not attempt to reproduce Coleridge’s eonversu-
tion or monclogue or hwpassioned harangue, but
he preserves and notes down the detached frag-
ments of knowledpe and wisdom which fell from
time to time from the master’s lips.  Here are
“the balmy sunny islets of the blest and the
infelligible,” an wnvexed and fwrdorows avehi-
pelago.  Very sparinely, if at all. have those
pithy ¥ sentences " and weighty paragenphs Teen
trimmed or proped by the piows solicitude of the
memorialist, but 1t must be borne in wind that
the unities are more or less consciously observed,
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FREFACE

PREFACE

alilke in the matter of the dizecuvse amd the
artistie presentation to the render,  There ts, in
short, not merely a * mechanic " but an © organic
reenlarvity ” in the composition of the work as a
whole, A * myriad-minded ™ sage. who has seen
nwen ad eities, who has vead widely and Hll:lli:leﬂ.
his thonghts in a peculiar mould, is pouring out
his stoves of knowledge, the garmered fenit of a
life of study and meditation, for the benefit of an
apt learner, a diserect and appreciative disciple,
A day comes when the marvellons lips are con-
strained to an endless silence, and i becomes
the duty and privilege of the beloved and hon-
ored pupil to *spateh from [orgetfniness " and
to land down te posterity the great tradition of
iz master’s elogquence. A labor of love so nse-
ful and so fascinating was accomplished by the
gifted editor of the 7udle Tk, and it was ae-
complizhed onee for all. The compilation of a
new Fable Tolk, if it were possible, would be a
mistake and an inpertinence,

The present eolleetion of hitherto nnpnblished
aphorisms, reflections, confessions, and  solilo-
quies, which for want of a better name [ have
cotitled Anime Poctee, does not in any way
challenge eomparison with the Tolle Tull. It
is, indeed, essentially diflferent, nol only in the
sonrees from which it has been compiled but in
eonstitution and in aim,

“ Binea I left yon,” writes Colovidee in a letter
to Wordsworth of May 12, 1812, “my pocket-
books have been my sole confidant="  Doabt-
lesg, in earlier and happier days, he lisd been
eager not I]Ii."l'l.']}' to recond, but Lo communicate
to the few who would listen or I}lighl understand
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PREFACE

the ceaseless and eurious workings of lis ever- reevao
shaping imagination, but from youth to age note-

books aud pocket-hoolks were his silent eonfidants,

his * never-failing friends " by night and day.

Maore il fifty of these rewarkable dosmoents
are extont.  The eavliest of the series, which
dates feom 1795, and which 15 Enown s the
“ (uteh Memorandom Boole,”” was purchased in
1868 Ly the trustees of the Dritish Musemm,
and 1s pow exhibited in the King's Library, It
consists, for the most part, of fragments of prose
and verse thrown off at the moment, and stored
up for future use in pocm or leeture or sermon,
A few of these fragments were printed in the
Literary Remuins (£ vols,, 1836-30), aud otlers
are to be found (pp. 103, 5, 6, 9 ¢f pussim) in
ITevr Deandl's Sumewel Tuglor ﬂhe’eri{fyc woed the
Eglislh Ronpwntic School. The poetical Teag-
ments are printed o ecfenss in Coleridge’s Proet-
iral Works (Macmillan, 18337, pp. 4563-568. A
few specimens of the prose fracments have been
meladed: in the first ehapter of this work, Oue
of the Intest notebooks, an unfinished  folio, cou-
tuins the Autobiographie Note of 1832, portions
of which were privted in Gillman’s Lige of” Cole-
ridye, pp. 983, and o mass of sopublished mat-
ter, consisting mainly of religions exercises amd
Iiblieal eritieism,

Of the intervening collection of pocket-huols,
noteboolis, copy-books, of all shapes, sizes, awd
bindings, a detailed deseription would be tedions
and ont of place,  Their contents muy be roughly
divided into dinvies of tours o Uermany, the
Liake District, Seotland, Sicily, ol lt:ll}'; notes
for projected and accomplihed works, rougl
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