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PREFACE.

It scems necessary to explain in few words Lhe
circumstances which induced me to undertake the
ditfienlt task of beeoming Dalton’s biographer, and
which have so long delayed its accomplishment.

Dr. Dalton, in the first clause of his will,
bequeathed to me and to his three executors “all
his philosopliical, scientific, and literary wanuseripts
and correspondence, fo be disposed of as they may
judge most fit ;" and in a codieil to the same, he
bequeathed to me all his chemical and other philo-
gopbical instruments and apparatus, 1 reccived
intelligence of these beguests in August 1844, at
Paris, on my way to Italy, where I remained till
the following autumn. Regarding them as signifi-
eant of iy venerable friend’s intention that L should
act as hig literary executor, and should write some
account of his life and discoverie, I commenced
shortly after my return to prepare for the task, by
the careful re-perusal and analysis of all his pub-
lished works. I also applied to Mr. Peter Clare,
the acting executor, into whose hands the manu-
seript  remains of Dalton bad falley, for those



Viil FREFACE.

documents. Mr. Clare, who had for many years
stood in most intimate relations with Dr. Dalton,
and placed the highest value on the papers in his
possession, manifested on the numercus occasions
when I applied for them, personally and by letter,
great reluctance to resign them to me. On one
occasion he proposed a joint authorship of Dalton’s
life, which I declined. He finally promised to bring
the documents to me in the counfry, on the ground
that they needed his oral comments; a promise he
was never able to fulfil. After his decease they
were forwarded to me by the surviving executor,
Mr. Neild, to whom I am also indebted for promptly
and courteonsly imparting to me all further informa-
tion to which he had access. Early Jast spring,
shortly after T had received the manuscripts, and
indeed before I had been able to inspect them,
Mr. Graham did mwe the honour to mmvite me, on the
part ol the Cavendish Society, to write a Life of
Dalton for their volumes. This flattering invitation
determined me at once to undertake the task.

The MS5S. remains of Dalton consist of his early
scientific journals, chiefly devoted to meteorology;
of note-books, contaming records of short excursions
i England and Wales ; of a correspondence which he
had maintained with his brother, Jonathan Dalton,
a schoolmaster at Kendal, between the years 1793 —
1824 ; of a few letters from men eminent in science ;
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and of a letter-book, into which he had ecopied
all important letters written by him in the years
1836—42. Of these documents the letters ad-
dressed to his brother throw most light on his
scientific researches and habits of life. I have
applied to all scientific persons, likely to be in
corrcspondence with Dalton, for his letlers, but with
only limited success. DMr. Jonathan Otley, of
Kerwick, a few months Dalton’s senior, and still
surviving him, has contributed several letters and
an interesting narrative of their joint mountain
excursions in the Lake Iistrict. I have been
favoured by Mr. 1. I'. Crosthwaite with a valuable
serics of letters, addressed to  his  grandfather,
Mr. Peier Crosthwaite of Keswick, relating chiefly
to meteorological observations. I am also indebted
to Mr. Giles, Mr. Woolley, and Mr. Willanson, for
permission to peruse and extract from biographical
notices of Dalton, read by them before the Laterary
and Philosophical Socicty of Manchester, and still
unpublished.  Mr. Woolley hag also mosi obligingly
placed at my disposal the sketch of Dalton’s do-
mestic habits h}f. the late Miss Johns, in whose
father'’s house Dalton was an immate during a con-
siderable part of his life. Dr. Davy, besides per-
mitting me to publish inedited notices of Dalton
by his brother, Sir Humphry Davy, and by himself,
has with the preatest kindness procured for me
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many interesting particulars respecting  Dalton’s
carly life, as a schoolmaster, in Kendal. Among
my father’s papers also I discovered many valua-
ble documents; as notes of conversations with
Dalton, and several letters from Mr. G. W. Wood,
Mr. Babbage, and other persons respecting Dalton's
pension. These materials had been collected and
preserved by my father with a view of their being
made available for a future biography of Dalton,
a work which he was desirous that T should under-
take. My friend Mr. Joseph A. Ransome has
favoured me with a narrative of Dalton’s illness
and death, and with an interesting letter, detailing
his own remuniscences of Dalton,

The only published notices of Dualton which T
have consulted arc those by I)r. Thomson, in his
History of Chemastry, and in the Proeceedings of the
Glasgow Philosophical Sociely; that by Dr, Hermann
Kopp i* a shorl account of his life, said to have
been  corrected by himself, which appeared in
Wheeler's History of Manchester; and especially
an elaborate and well-coneeived article in the British
Quarterly Review, vol. i, by Dr. (. Wilson, the
accornplished biographer of Cavendish,—beyond coim-
parison the ablest and justest appreciation that has
vet appeared of Dalton’s philosophical character and
diseoveries, T'o Dr. G. Wilson | am also indebted for
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