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TO THE

AUTHOR

P O E M S

O fpeak of Merit in Impariial Lays,
And withour Flastery a Friend to praife,
For this the Mufe fball firike the Vocal Lyre,
And fing in Numbers which Thy Works Infpire,
Who feels your Sorrow with a Sigh fincere,
And *[pite of Refolution drops a Tear.
Tho' clonded like the Sun thy Genius jbiﬂe.r
Tbrd Fortune's Miff in Bright Trmorsal Lires,
a '  Liks



[ii]
Like Martyrs from AffiiEtion fironger grows,
Nor drooping finks beneath a Weight of Woes :
Not fo cow'd Ovip in His Exile write
The Heart-felt Anguifls check'd His Tow'ring Flight ;
His Theme no longer was the Blooming Fair,
But fung in dying Notes His own Defpasr.
When modern fing-fong panegyrick Bards,
Whom C1esEr praifes, and the Court rewards,
In dark Obitvion fhall forgotten lie,
Except prefervd by Chance beneath a Pye,
With Rapture fhall Poflerity rebearfe
o their admiring Sons Thy lafling Verfe.

Since Hor acke fourifbd in AveusTus’ Court,
(For Men of Wit and Tafle the Gay Reforz)
None but the Britith Bards with Egfe codd fing,
Or touch with Equal Skill the Roman String,
From thesr rude Hands the Lyre dropp’d idely down,
Becaufe they were not Lineal to the Throne.



[ i ]
Tho' STEPHEN's Mufe in Humble Metre flows,
 And warbles Numbers near allyd to Profz,

Tby Genius gives a Luftre to His Rbimes,

And fuch a Bard may live to Future Times.

So modern B—fh—ps by Tranflation thrive,
And Drones recesve the Labours of the Hive,

Had Fortune [hone with an Aufpicious Ray,
And gilded with Her Beams Thy Naral Day,
The World had loff the Labours of your Brain,
Ad Prossus bad Infpir'd Thy Breaft invain;
But now what Glory will reward your Tosl,

If when the Goddefs frown the Mufes fnile &
And fure that is the moff diftinguifb'd Fame
Which rifes from your own, not Father's Name..

T.GivserT, A M. Fellow
of Peter-houfe in Cambridge.

London, April 21, 1738.
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