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GREAT FRENCH WRITERS.

STUDIES BY THE PRINCIPAL FRENCH AUTHORS
OF THE DAY ON THE LIFE, WORKS, AND
INFLUENCE OF THE PRINCIPAL FRENCH
AUTHORS OF THE PAST.

Our nineteenth centary, nuwtﬂ‘tu.wing ted closs, bas shown from the fet, sad will
begueath 1o the pext age, o vivid taste for histerical ressareh, to whichin has brought
an arnfour, a method, crowned b A success noprecedentesd in former times. The
story of the Warld and its inha itants has been enticely re-weitten. The pickaxe
af the archezologist has rlsl!nrllld. o Llight the bones of the herges af Mycena: and the
vary features of Sesoairin. Ruins npfairp:n!. hierbglyphs transioted, have bed to recon-
ﬂil-urt‘mq' the life of the illusinous dend, sometimes to penel m,t'lng into thedr thought.

With a still more intense pasaion, because Tt was Wended with affection, oar cens
tury has applied itself to reviving the greas wrikers of all Jieratures, those depa.
citaries of national genius and interprerers of national lhm"ﬁ}“' France has nat
lacked scholars to undertake this task ) they have published the works, and cleared

the biography of these illusrious men we cherish a8 odr ancestors, and wha con-
writnived, even more efficiently than princes and captains, tathe formation of modern
France, nat to say of the m warld.

For it is one of sor glodes that the éway af France has prevailed bess by the
power of arms than by the power of thought: and the action of cur country
the world has ever been independent of her militoy trinmphs | indeed
mu bezn seen o predominate in the mest distressing hours of her natiens
history, Hence the great thinkers of gar Jitorature bave ao interest nol only for
th:i; ir?cl descendants, but alse for a large Ewopean posterity scattered beyand
gut fromiiers,

Initiators first, then populanisers, the French were the foremaost, in the turmoil
prevaledt at the opeiting of‘hhu Iﬂ-ildd'll Ages; to begin a new hteratwre 5 the fire
songs hieard by modern socieny in its cradle were Freoch sengs,  Like Gothic art
and the institution of universiies, medimval ||.l'ur=.|.|:rsl COMMELCES N CUE eniniey,
thence expands throughont Eurcpe. Here was the beginning.

But this Rreratsre was i,nhnrllnl of the value of form, mcderation, and reserve | 1
WaR 150 spontapaous, not sofficiently refective, ton hewdloss of giestions of Art.
The France of Lowis the Fourteenth gave due honour o form, and was i the mean-
whale the age of the revival of philosaphy, of which Volraire and Revssean were
to be ibe Ehmp:ﬂu apoatles i the :ig Iumth‘ sentur r:wait'm;; the eclectic and
scientifiz era in whick we live[ it was the pericd of |{|| dilfusion of Bearary doc-
trimea. Had not this sk been carmed out as it was, the dzslin}' of [iterniures
would have been changed | Ariosio, Tosso, Cameens, g]l!h.‘lpﬂ.h. v Bpnnser, all
tha forsign writers together, thase of the Renalisance and those sulisequent, wonld
mot have suficed to being abaur Whis reform ; and our oge would perhaps never hive
kmown those impassioned poets, who have been ot the same time pedect artists, freey
than sheir uraces of old, paeer in form than Baoilean had ever decamed @ the
Chedsiers, ta, Gonthes, Lamartines, Léopardia.

Many works, the publicatlon of which is smply jusified by all these reasons,
have therefore been devoled :ihlm.u' days b ﬂ}t preal “nnu'h writers,  And yet, ido
these mighty apd charming geniwses ocoupy in the presene literature of the world
the ﬂiﬂr'ﬂ' bohis due to them ! 1k no wee, ool eveil 10 France | and for sundry
ressoma.

I the first place, alter having ardily received [n tle lase cettvry the revelation
of Mertbiern Hiernture, feeling sshamed of oor igrurance, we became impassiond for




Foreign nworks, pot witheat profit, but perhips to excess, 1o the i"ﬂ prefudice st all
evenis of our nathenal apcestors.  These ancestors, marmover, o has aor been possible
a5 et ta asscsinte with cur lives as we should have wished, and to mingle them in the
current of cur daily idens ; and this, precisely on necount of the nature of the works
that have been deveted to them, it has been oo easy thing to de. For where do these
dead revive, In their works, or in treaties on (terature.  That @5 & great deal,
oo donbd § amd the beautiful amd schaolarly editians and the well-ordered trestises
have rendeced inoour days this communion of socls les dificalt.  Dut that is not
yeb sulficient ; we are accustomed nowadays to have everything made easy for us:

ampoars ansd selonees, ke teavelliog, have beon sinplified ; yesterday's impossls
ilitles have hecame to-day's matters of conres. Thid |z why the ald troatises on
Irieratuse aften repel Ba am:r caepbere editions do nee seeeact,  They are suitable fae
thase studics bours, @a few in the Lives af busy men, but nat For the leisure
moanends, which pre mare frequent.  Thus the to which all torn, and which
apeas af iteell, 5 the latest nevel 3 while the waeks of greatmen, complete and Lakt-
less, maikonless ke Faemily poreraits, wvanerated, but seldam contesm plated, stand in
their fing arvay on the high shelves of cor librares:

They are loved, yet nnplected,  Those great meo seem oo distam, wo diferent,
too Bearped, too inaccersable.  The bies of an silition In many volsmes, of the notes
which divert our attention, of the scientific display which scrraunds shem, perha;
the vague mecollection of school swl classic studizs, (he jivenils 1k, appress the
il ; b ldle hoor we bad o dispose o hos alteady fewn away, and thus we
actnire the habit of lnying aside our old authors, like silent kings, eareless of familiar
comverse with thim.

The object of the present collestion is to recall to pur firesides those great
men, whose umgkn are ioa garely wvisited, aud o revive between dercendants
amd Forefathers that umden of ideas and porposs which alane can secure, natwithe
standing the changes wrought by time, ¢ maﬂgﬂd servation of our macionsl
genivn In the volumes that are being published will be found precise informa.
tioh an the life, warks, and infuence of each of the writers comspletous do universal
literatiere, or representing an origival side of French imtellect. These books will be
shart, Ilh:l\r price mederate 3 they will thus be aceessible to everyone.  Thew will
be uniform !ﬁl:; pniﬂ. with the apecimen now before the render. They
will augrply on downirfl nts the latest results of literary rescarch, and theseby
may be useful even to the well read ; they will contain ne notes, acthe mame of the
authors for each work will be a sulfrelent guaraitee, the co-operatian of ihe mest
akle contempamry writers laving been secured for the series,  Finally, an accurate
reproduction of o anthentic pestraly will esable readers 10 mike in some degres the
acqiabniance by sight of our great writers.

In shart, to recall the par they 'p]a{nl, new beeter knowr, thaoks w erudite
researches | to streogthen theiraction on the present time : to tighten the bondzand
revive the affection wniting s o the past ages of cur literatore | by contemplatin
the past, to inspire confidence in the future, aod silence, if it be possible, the d:ﬂﬂ'{ﬁ
waices of the disheartened, —such are our chief objects, ‘I-ifg alen baliave that chis serfes
will have several ather advania It is right that every genemation showld reckon
up the riches bequeathed to izi?iu ancestors, lnarning thus to make a becter e of
lll;‘m. Finally, there is no better test ol the quality, Frnrur, and limitaticas of amage,
than the verdict which it passes onthe productions of the past Ttjudges iesedl while
iving judgment oo cthers, [ i boped ehat this serles may be at once eeful in
acilitating the comprehension af former pen and helpful to aknow the
ﬁwmut.: the scheme, favaoyably received by the public, should be camied on o
ut

sl completensas,
1 J. JUSSERAND,




TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

M. Léon Say's work may almost be considered as an
ouvrage de circonsiance, to use the French expression.
Never perhaps has the controversy raged more vehemently
than at the present time, between lree trade, fair trade, and
protection ; never has it been more necessary to study the
earnest attempts made to break down the restrictive laws
which, under the influence of medieval traditions, hampered
the development of commerce and industry in all their
branches. :
Turgot was o man of the school of Montesquien, " His wise
and benevolent administration,” says Sir James Mackintosh,
“though long enough for his glory, was tpa short, and, per-
haps,too aurly, for those salatary and grand reforms which his
genius had conceived, and his virtue would have effected.”
At any rate, he has left behind him a reputuiion both as a
politician and as a writer which time helps only to con-
firm, and the person best qualified to give ns the history of
his eventful life was certainly the author of the present
volume, who, a distinguished political economist, has in-
herited from two generations of great men the doctrines he
maintains with so much ability and perseverance.



