THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE
WONDERFUL CANON OF LOGARITHMS.
TRANSLATED FROM LATIN INTO ENGLISH
WITH NOTES AND A CATALOGUE OF THE
VARIOUS EDITIONS OF NAPIER'S WORKS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649000739

The construction of the wonderful canon of logarithms. Translated from Latin into English with
notes and a catalogue of the various editions of Napier's works by William Rae Macdonald

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



WILLIAM RAE MACDONALD

THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE
WONDERFUL CANON OF LOGARITHMS.
TRANSLATED FROM LATIN INTO ENGLISH
WITH NOTES AND A CATALOGUE OF THE
VARIOUS EDITIONS OF NAPIER'S WORKS

ﬁTrieste






THE

CONSTRUCTION OF LOGARITHMS

WITH A

CATALOGUE OF NAFPIER's WORKS



»

[1As




THE CONSTRUCTION
OF THE WONDERFUL CANON OF

LOGARITHMS

Y

JOHN NAPIER

RARON DF MERCHISTON

TRANSLATED SROM LATIN INTO ENCLISH WiITH NOTES

AND

A CATALOGUE

OF THE VARIOUS EDITIONS OF NAPIER'S WORKS, BY

WILLIAM RAE MACDONALD, F.F.A

WILLTAM DBLACKWOOD AND SONS
EDINBURGH AND LONDON
MDCCCLXXXIX

Al Kightr vezerved



Fil

The Right Honouwrable
FRANCIS BARON NAPIER AND ETTRICK, K.T,

descendent of
John Napier of Merchiston
thiv Translation of the
Mirifici Logarithmorum Canonis Constructio

5 dedicated wilth anuch

Fespect.






CONTENTS.

INTRODUCTION, . ; " : 5 X : Mir;
THE CONSTRUCTION OF LOGARITHMS, BY JOIIN NAPIER, [
FREFACE BY ROBERT NAFIER, . . . . . 3
THE CONSTRUCTION, c i ‘ 5 . . 7
APPENDIX, . . . . . . . 48
REMARKS ON APPENDIX EY HENRY BRIGGS, . i ; 55
TRIGONOMETRICAL FPROFOSITIONS, - i i . . 64

WOTES ON TRIGOMOMETHICAL PROPOSITIONS BY HENRY DRIGES, ?6

NOTES BY TIIE TEANSLATOR, . i ’ 2 . 83
A CATALOGUE OF THE WORKS OF JOHN MAPIER, | ’ Tt
PRELIMINARTY, v T . . a a " a3
THE CATALOGUE, - s . . . g . 109
APPERDIX TO CATALODGCUE, - 5 A i W = 143
SUMMARY OF CATALOGUE AKD APPENIMX,. . . . 166



i

#

.



