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INTRODUCTION.

Ir I shall have succeeded in throwing some addi-
tional light on the femaing of the Druidical monn-
ments in our island, particularly in that part where
I have so long resided, Wiltshire, it has heen en-
tirely accidental

Having promised Sir Richard Hodre to fumish
the history of one parish, that with which I am
connected, as a contribution towards the pgreat
work of Topographical History, in the illmstra-
tion of which be has sét ac noble an example, I
cotld not pass over the vast Wanspvie, whose
track over the highest point of the Downa, at ten
miles distance, I see from my parlour window. This
. cincumstance led me to consider more partieularly
the adjoining remains of onr most stupendous Celtic
monument at Abury,

In the Farochial History of Bremhill I pointed
out what appeared to me, upon reflection and com-
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parison of the whole scene around it, to have been
its origin and designation, '

As the subject led me into a track of inquiry far
beyond the limits of a chapter in a-topographical
parochial history, and as the inquiry was in a great
degree novel, and had excited some attention, 1 be-

- came interested as I proceeded, particularly when
all the proofs of what I first advanced seemed to
accamulate, and therefore, as they connected them-
selves with points more important, I pursued the
track with 'increased ardour, till what I intended
as additional notes and confirmation became a
volume. .

I now submit alt the relations which the exten-
sive subject has suggested, and the arguments by
which they are supported, to “the dispassionate
judgment of my readers, in a separate publication.
Many will turn from the subject, scarcely deeming
it worth & thought; some, who have made such
subjects their study, may not agree with me ; others,
if they proceed, may regard my theory and illustra-
tions with more interest: be that as it may, I have
offered, on & subject interesting to some readers,
my own views, suggested by reflection, and con-
firmed by reading. Few and scattered are the
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monumental remains which gave rise to these re-
marks, The whole, arrangement of the myste-
rious scene is dissolved; hut who of cultivated
feelings can survey these venerated relics unmoved ?
The Turk sits in sullen apathy amidst the works of
the mieuTY OF PaST AGES with which he is sur-
rounded—he looks on these vast works with sense-
‘less indifference, or adds his petty havoc to the bavoc
of resistless Time. Shall we say this of any edu-
cated man in & country of knowledge, where such
fragments and magnificent rains lie? Yet educated
men like these are found: Cicero and Johnson
might best rebuke them. Alas! the remains of
these gigantic structures are private property;
otherwise could we donbt that, as the preservation
of Eltham Palace has been advocated before our
legislature, the enlightened nobleman, whose taste
and feeling interfered on that occasion, would also,
as he lives near the spot, raise one eloquent voice
to preserve the last relies of that monument, which,
before the light of revelation, recorded the dark but
only hopes of our forefathers?

Respecting the origin of the popular worship
paid to the subject of these pages, if what I shall
say may be considered as having any basement in

—— -



truth, three things will follow :—either the almost
super-human character of whom I have spoken, ori-
ginated, as an individual, the arts, aciences, sublime
doctrines, and discoveries with which his name is
connected | or these were the inventions of varions
individuals generically classed under one name; or,
thirdly, the knowledge which this mysterions indi-
vidual wus a means of communicating had a higher
source; I meah that the knowledge thus com-
municated way that-of a world passed away, and
as such was connected with the first revelations
of an Almighty and merciful Being to fallen man
ﬁpm earth, I need not say, I trust, what my own
opinions are; for the two first propositions appear
impossible : whether the fhird shall appear to the
reader, after a dispassionate consideration of the
arguments, as convincing as it does to me, must be
submitted to his decision. But the knowledge,
more or less dark, communicated to the most dis-
tant inhabitants of the globe from the east to the
west, pervading, ab origine, the habitable world,
appears to me one of the most singular circum-
stances detached from revelation, and viewed in all
its relations, in the history of mankind.

W.L.B.
Oct. 28, 1898, -



