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LETTERS TO CHRISTIANS

LETTER L

INTRODUCTORY OBIERVATIONS.

My Christian Dretiren,

Kwowine that the time of his crucifixion was
at hand, our SBaviour took an opportunity to prepare
the minds of his disciples for-the event, by commu-
uicating soch instructions as they were thea abla to
bear, and such a8 he wished them to observe. It
was in this discourse that he gave them his “ New
Commandment” which he repested again and again
“ that ye love one apother as 1 have loved youo."
He also said to them, * By this shall all men koow
that ye are my disciples if ye have love one to anoth-
er.” He forewarned them of the trials which they
would have 1o endure as his disciples, and promised
to send to them the Comforter, which is the Holy
Spirit. He not only assured them that they were
beloved by himself, but also beloved by the Father
At the close of the interview he poured forth the

desircs of his soul in fervent prayer to the Father,
A
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‘not only for bis spostles bat for all that should be-
come believers on him through the instrumentality
of their preaching in his nama. The following sre
important portions of his prayer., * Neither pray I
for these aloas, but for them alse who shal believe
on me through their word ; that they all may be one
as thou Fatber art in me snd I'in thee, that they
may be one in us, that the world may koow that
thou hast sent me." John 17. 20, 21,

Tt iz remarkable of what importance it seems to
have been in his view that his apostles and all his
disciples should love one another, and be one as he
and the Father are ope. But why this fervency for
love and union among his disciples? The reason
is assigned in the following words—*" THAT TEE
WORLD MAY BELIEVE THAT THOU HAST EENT ME."

To believe that the Father sent him was to believe
that he was not an impostor, but the promised Mesg-
siah, whom God had sent to be the Light and the
Sarviour of tha world.

The words of Christ very clearly |m|mlt that in
his view the progress of the gospel and the conver-
sion of the world to the Christian fajth, greatly de-
pended on the mutosl love and upion of those who
believe in him ; that such love and union are adapt-
ed to bring others to believe in him, as the way, the
truth, and the life. When Christians thus walk in
love they exhibit the true spirit of Christ and his
gospel, excite attention and inguiry, command es-
teem, and produce convietion of the reality and
usefulness of the Christian religion. The spirit
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of Christ then sppesrs to grest sdvantage in con-
trast with the spirit of party and of the world. ;

Another truth of awful import is implied in this
prayer of Christ, which is, that aliesation and dis-
_ ¢ord among professed believers in Christ, tend to
prevent the conversion of otbers, and to promote
mnfidelity. If the cnemess of Christians, or their
tuoteal love tends 1o meltiply conversions, to the
Christian faith, discord and alienation must have
the contrary tendency.

May it not then be a solemn truth that the party
strifes and contentions among professed believers in
Christ, have been the principal reasons why the
world ere thie day has not beem filled with the.
benign influence of the Gospel—why so great a
part of the warld j= yet enveloped in pagan dark-
ness, and why Deiam, apd even Atheism still show
their heads m Christian Jands T How awiul and
affecting is the thought that the dying prayer of
our Lord has had so little influence on the minda
of his avowed friends, and that their anti-christian
conduct has been the means of preventing the pro-
gress of the Gospel and the salvation of their fellow
men! What real friend of Christ with his prayer
in view;, ean reflect on the ecclesiastical history of
Christendom, or observe the contentions among
Christiana at the present day, without feeling
shocked, grieved snd ashamed? SBurely if mu-
tual love, or union among Christians be an ap-
pointed means for the spread,of the Gospel, and
the conversion of the world, it behooves Christians
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seriously to inquire what each bas to do that the
stumbling block may be removed. [t is uot to be
supposed that the eril is limited to any one or two
denominations—nor that the evil can be removed
by muinal sectarian reproaches as a substitote for
mutoal love. If the people of each sect will im-
pertially examine at home, and correct what may be
found amisa, they will perbaps find enough to doin
the work of selfrelormation, and in cultivating that
homility of heart without which mutual love cam
never exist among Christians,

All well informed Christians must scknowledge
. that the conversion of the world to the Christian
faith, is a desirable event, and one which has long
been predicted. If the fulfilment of the prophecy
has been prevented or retarded by the went of mu-
tual Jove among Christians, or by the exiatence of &
conirary spirit, this state of things must hava re-
sulted [rom causes which should be sought out and
set aside. It is possible that moch of the evil has
resulted from the adoption of some erronecus prin-
ciple or principles, which for want of due examina-
tion may have seemed to justify schism and alien-
alion.

No intelligent Christran will dare to say that the
prayer of the Messiah, that his disciples might bo
one was foolish or unreasomable. If then it shall
be found that a principle has been extensively
adopted which tenda to defeat Lhe object of thia
prayer, or which iz incompatible with the oneness
for which Christ prayed, we may pretty safely infer



