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NOTE.

This Diseourse ol itz Appendiz will he rhicdy of Joe] olerest, T pob-
tish theni a0 the solicitarion of waony who Leacd the Tscourse, and of many
who ware nnable Lo gol fote e Tinsse at the Eime of s delivery, wod of
many whe wigh Lo rerain geme such historr of whe town o whivh they e
a3 T hawe endesvored beicly to oife. To o what has been dooe, regoired
mnch more tiee than was at fheat anticipated. 4 e bevn wuely asalsted
by pevsony, sufficloully ndieausd, perlaps, withuut pumine iletn bhere, I
have exoroised sune patience inoan endemeur W Lo decucole as 0 names and
dates, hoping that many will Lo nlercsled inowhat is here recnrded, and
that aome stray copy will fall ol the hands of him who writes the Orution

of ¥ psilandi's Cealenniat Celelration,
# LY.



DISCOURSE.

NEUT VI 2 "“AND THOT SniLr BEHMEMREFE ALL THE WAY, WUICI THE
Lono 7w {fon LED TUHTE, THESL FOATY VEARS 1N THE WiILLERRESS.

Il:ve you ever notined that this word *remember i 4 VETY
vammon one in Che Bille?  Ween we togearch oot the passages
in which 1 neears, we would he surprised to find how moch it is
msed ; and we woull more than guess thit we had helter obay
what it reguires. ’

o peinember seema an i poclant part of human duy. God
hinalf, in pumerons fnglanees, calls apom nen 4o Temember
i, His works of providence, und His wonders of grace, Tha
Patriarehs were often tolling to thelr gous what ihey wonld have
remembered, and transmitted to generations following them,
Evary Lrophet fullilled his mission, in part, by calling vpon the
eareless 1o remember the dealings of God with them, or with
thejr fathers before them, The Loval Psalmist and the Hoyal
Preacher both sing and presch of what would turn the mind,
and engage it i a profitable review. This wag the special work
of John the Baptist—thus bringing men o repentance.  Thia
was, in paet, the work of Jeens.  Lla eame to call thonght back
upon prophetieal predictions, as well as i sceure attention to
the cvidences of His gharacter and work; and, so the Divine
Spirit was to bring to remembranee, and make vivid those things
abaut which men are ever prone to evince s eriminal forgetful-
ness, ‘The Apostles wers ever oalling upon those who were
under their instruetiong, to remember how those going hefore
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them secured the Divine smile or the Divine frown, or how
themselves had been varlonsly taught the Divine opinion of
buman conduct,

T remember soems to e important for such a heing aa Man,
He ought to remember now, while ho ean rectify many of the
mistakes of ife. 7o remember, we have reason to belisve, will
be a part of his blessed or dreadful employment for ever. To
call upon men to do this, should be & part of the work of the
Christian Ministry, especially where the (uspel exists and has
been long developing the fvirs of its mizsion. Whoever onn
hest make men remember what they already Enow—whoever
can beat engage them in hunting out in their winds what is al-
ready there, poverad witl rubbish,—ig best qualifie? for aseful
hess, other thinge being wel very equal,  The Fhilmnthropist,
bending over the wrelched ohjeels of poverty and sin, can best
secura allention and de his work, by bringing memery to his
belp. He ean thus excite Repentanes and Hope— twin dstors
n vesoning the nearly Tost, ‘The Padredof can kKindle s love of
tountry in tha hearls of his follow-men, and prepure them “for
vietory or denth,” by vehsarsing the deeds of the nobls wha
have gon: hefors,

50, il vne cun bring Lo mind the principles and facls of the
divine kingdom —things already known, but out of sight hehind
the clouds and dust of the passing present—he can do 3 blessed
gervice. He ean mduee Both repentance and bope, and excite
in human hearts 4 zeal for God aud Ilis cange,

We huve met this allernoon fo remember, Wa meet to do
this, in part, whenerer wo assemble for religious worehip ; bt
especially will our circunstanecs to-day sugeesl the propriety of
our doing this. As a Church and Roviety, we have probably
met here for the fust time— this i8 to be our place of publio
worship rio mors-—another temple, throngh the blessing of a
gracions and helpful Providence, is waiting for eor reception,
Some of you, even now, may be anticipaling your entrance there;
you may be imagining where yon will sit—what you will think—
and how you will feel; your feet may altnost start, with desire to



LR

o B e b e Ty T e

B e = O

(S THITIFCE - R

2%

S e e B i vm T

L_;..h e it 110 erli

@he Past of Pysibanti.—3 Biscourse, 5

trend those heaotiful conrts: bot we are Aere vet ) and it will be
most nataral for ns—just upon the eve of onr departure—to
lock back upon the past, and thus hecome properly purposed for
the future. A personal expericnce may have tanght ns that

" 'Pia wise to taik with one’s paat homnrs,
And ask wliat report they ‘ve harna to heaven.™

Bo may we be profited by such g brief review of the way in
which we have heen lod as a Christian people,

The langrnuge of Moses in the text seewns appropristely sd-
droszed to na: #Thou ghall rernewber all the way, which the
Lord thy God led thee, theso forty years in the wilderness,?
dome af us hove heon nearly that length of time Tiere; and some
may expeet that they have nearly dene with this wildernoss
world, and are abionl wy emder Capann, We have beey under
the same Providential Guidanee that {zeacl was. It onr way has
Been erovked, 1t has been beoause ol trosgrossions; sod, i we
ever see “the goodly lond,” 35 will be heravee we have had mach
forgrven ug,

In order to remember the way in which we have heen lod as
8 Church and Soclety, i will be best 1o look buck beyond the
existenes of Chnrehes and Christian congregations,  And as
other Churches and Societier than our own have had an exist-
ence parallel wich oy, ibowill be well 4o consider (hiy, and
whatever else way help In giving vs a sl and religious view
of the “thus far* in which (he Tord hag led uy as o Christian
people.  Juost ders in time, a8 about one gencration has passed
away, I deagire Lo clironicle whast will be of more worth one han-
dred years henee, than now—rmore appreciated by our children's
ohildren than by ourselves, ¥We would Jet them know of the Loils,
the trials, sod the sueeess of their fathers, in making thie wild-
wrnesz as a dioitful Beld,  Tn respect to nawees, dates, and firots,
I have spared no pains to be as acourate as may be. If in any
of these I am misialen, T will gladly ha corrected,

Yosinanit had oot its begpinning undor the favorable cireum-
stances which have blessed the planting of many Western towns,
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It was not settled by “a colony™ coming from the East—the
choice siflings of some Wew England eommmnity—lringing
their Miniztor and Teacher with them to Tay foundations for God
and coming gpenerstions; its elements were very fragmentary,
coming together for many purposca—some of them exccllent,
and some worse than denhtfal of gond,

Although Drotroit was one of the first sottled places apon the
great chain of Ameriean Lakes, (118 region, so near it, woa left
1o the undispnted ocoupanay of the Tndians wokil nbout the yesr
180, Arthut tine Gabriel Godfrey, 1 Fronehman, aceompanied
by Franeis Pepin and Louis Le Shambre, estublished a teading.
post.  The boilding erected for thia parpose sioed wpon the
wear side of the river, about where M, Goorge 11 now Teaides,
Al thut time, snd previensty, the Indisns regarded these Lanks
of the IMuron wilth speciad tavor. W can ned wonder at the
taste of 1hose Bons of the Fores, They bad 8 burving-greuad
there just at the (ol of the bill, where they beliceed they had
E‘qﬁpl‘ai:(l muny & warrior G the conflicls of hie wiy towards
a better Iand,  There was ansther, just st the thot of the hill,
near where Chuunesy Joalin eow lives, and wlere tesdilion bath
it that o homan vietim was omee offered in saeritice: bt this iy
not probable,

In the year 1811, abont tweniy-five hundred acres of jand
were patenied Lo the owners of thiz tradingpost, ander tho seal
of President Madison, according o an Aot of Congress applying
to sneh cuses.  This fract iz marked wpon old maps as © French
Claima AL firat, this trading-post was profitabls in a barter
ing business with the Tndisos ; but after ¢ fow years, sccording
to trealy, they were remeved g0 far to the wostward (hat trade
amounted to leas and less, until, in abowt 1820, it was entirely
given up, though the original fraderd remained here most of the
time. The place was then spoken of abroad as “Godfrey's on
the Pottowattomie trail”  This was Ypeilanti's firet name.

In the spring of 1525, Major Benjamin Woodruff, Robert M,
Stitts, John Thayer, and David Beverly eame in as settlers;
Jason and Dhaniel Cross, with (heiv femilies, and Mr. Peck with
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hig, eame in soon after.  These all located about one mile south-
past of the present village, where the farm of Chester Yost now
is; and the seltlement took the name of “Woodrull®s Grove™
David Boverly died daring the following season—the first death
of a white man in the eonuty, All the abovenamed have gone
to their final account, except Br. Stitks, who iz now lving in
Augusta, a few miley wouth of ns,

Thess first settlors mostly cwne up the river, by the use of a
flat-hattomed hoat propelled by poles.  For foar or five years
this hoat was moach need ; bot the koowledee of & whart here,
and notiees that “Captain St will leave™ it on such » day,
have long sinee passd awny. In respeet to Davigation, the
town has made no pEogross.

Soon afier the ettlement eammenced gt Woodrafi®s Grove,
two famsilies by the nama of [Iall setiled upen the west side of
the river, aboul opposite the Grove, who are sald Lo have been
very wild and savagetike, ealling chemselves *the Kings ol the
River»

In the aninmn of 1823, Me John Bryan and family cume in
[rom Geneseo, New York, with the firgt ox-team which cver
came throued dirces from Detroit. As Mra, Bryan has recently
wrillen an account of thal journey, and of the state of things
hero at that time, T wn permitted to guota.  Mres. Bryan says:

“ Aftor u wenrksome jowrney of fonr days, through the thick
woods upd marahes--husband ourting the road hetore s with
an #x—we wrrived at vight on the beantifal Hurow, (detobur
gad, 1823, We got tho privilege of slaying in « log cabin with
another Genily, until we could build one, into which we moved
the last day of Docember, Hight weeks after this (February
27th, 1824), my son Alpha was born, We culled him Alpha
Washteuaw—the latter name in hoaor of the counly, and the
former on ascomt of hig havine been the firet ¢hild born in the
county, He was promised a lod of land, but never received it.*

# 1t is dented that this was the first borw ehild—Captain Stits claiming
that & deughter of his wos some six mosths older than Alphs W. Brean.



