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ADDRESS.

By Bev. Joseph 3llen, . ., of Horfhborong).

- - — -

Ix tha beautiful month of June, in the year of our Lord 1636,
might have boen seen from the hills 1n the southeast part of this
town a strange phenomonon. It was w compuny of men, women
and ghildren—aons hmndred in agll—driving before them & herd
of cattle, one hmndred and sixty in nomber, which supplied them
with millk nn their lopg and toileome pilgrimege. “They hewed
their difficult way " says the historian [J, 8 PaLFrer}, “through
thickets; and their simple engincering bridged with folled trees
the streams which could not be forded. Tent and wagons pro-
tected them from the rain and sheltered their sleep. Early
berrics, which grew along the way, furnished an agreeable
varicty in their diet; and the fragrance of Summer Howers and
the songs of innmmerable hirds bepuiled the weariness of the
pilgrimage. It occupied a fortnight, though the distance was
searcely & huodred miles. Mre, Hooxeg, by reason of ilness,
was carried m a horse lifter.”

This Mrs, Hooker was the minigter’s wife, and this goodly
company wad compoded ol members of his congregation in New-
town, now Cambridge, and of the neighboring churches of Dor-
chester and Watertown, and their destination was the fertile
banks of the Conuveclicut, where they luid the foundations of
threc flourishing towns— Hartiord, Wethersfield, and Windsor;
ot first named from the towns they had left, Newtown, Water-
town, and Dorchester.

An aged citizen of this town, forty years ago, pointed out to
ma what, in the old records, is spoken of as “the Nepmuch road,
that formerly led toward Coonecticont.” It passed through the
southeast corner of this town, over Rock Hill, by the dwelling-
honse of Bamvst Braver snd the State Reform Schoel, through
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Westhorough and Haseanamesitt, now Grafton, and g0 on to the
place of their destination,

A smaller company had preceded them in the avtumn of 1635,
and had probably taken the same route. These two companies
of emigrants were the first of English descent who set foot on
zn0il included within the boundaries of this town., From Rock
Hill and the beautiful heighte on which stands the State Tnstitu-
tion in our neiphborhood, they looked down upon Great and
Little Chauncey, and pathicss forests, which have since been re-
claimed and are now converted into cultivated farms, They
may have had glimpees of the stream, dignitied by tho name of
a river, the Indian name being still retained, thet winds ite way
throagh cur plessant viilage, swhich, with ite tributaries, now fur-
nishes water-power tomills and factories of different kinds. They .
must have had a full view of what 1a jusily regarded na ong of
the chief ornsnents of the villape—the hill, that rises so grace-
fully and stands so majestically before us, worthy of the new
name by which it iz now known, and destinad, we trust, as the
village prows in size and wealth, io receive the embellishments
of anterprise and taste,

The great landimsrks remain. The hills and valleys and
streams are the same, in their main fealures, as when looked
upon for the first time by civilized men, two hundred and thirty
vears ago.  All elas how changed! The tide of emigration ad-
vanced steadily from the seitlements on the borders of the sea.
From Watertown to Coneord and Sudlbury the way was not long
or difficult, and the extensive meadows bordering the streams
that then Bowed uncbetructed by mill-dams through those towns

“into the Merrimac, held oub strong attractions to the now settler,
Budbury was incorporated in 1638, only two years after the emi-
gration of the band of pilgrime to the banks of the Connecticut,
of which | have spoken. The town increased and flourished for
eighteen vears, before another remove was undertaken. At
length, in May, 1856, two hundred and ten years ago, the follow-
ing petition was presented to the General Court, in more
respactful terms than are used in these degererate days :

“The humble petition of several of the Inhabitants of Sud-
bury, whose names are hereunder written, humbly sheweth :
that whereas your petitioners bave lived divers years in Sud-
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bury and God has been pleased to increase our children, which

' are now divera of them grown to man's estate, and wee, many of
us, grown into vears, an us that wee should be glad to see them
settled before the Lord fake us away from hence, as alse God
having given ua some considerable quantity of eattle, so that wee
are 80 straitened that wee canmot so comfortalily submit as contd

" be desired ; and some of ns Laving taken some pains to view the
country, wee have found a place which lyeth Westward abeut
eight miles from Sudbury, which wee coneeive might be com-
fortabla for our subsigtence.

“Ii is therefore the humbic request of your petitioners to
thi# kind Court, that vou would bee pleased to graot nnto us
cight miles square, for to male a plantation. .

“If it ehail please this Hen'd Court lo grant our petition, it
is further than [then| the request of your pelitioners to this
How'd Court, that you will he pleased to appoint Mr. Tromas
Danrorte or Lieut. Fieune to iny out the bounds of the planta-
tion, ‘and wee ahall satiefy those whom the Hon'd Court shall
please to cmploy in it.  Bo apprebending this weighty oceasion,
wee shall no further trouble this Honw'd Court, but shall ever
pray for your happynesa.”

Of the thirteen persens whose names are subacribed to this
petition, one, at least, TAoMis Goopexow, subsequently hved
within the borders of this town, and several others bave descend-
ants still living among us.

The petition was granted ; a Committee woas appointed to
fix the boundarics of a plantation “six miles or otherwise,” the
record states, which, however, wna to be forfeited nnlesas "there
be a town rettled with twenty or more families within three
years, so as an able ministry may bee there maintained.”

The plantstion ol six wmiles square included, besidea Mark
borough proper, most of the territory comprising the towns of
Westhorongh, Southborough, Northborough, and the new town
of Hudeson.

Till its incorporation in 166, the plantation was known by
the name of Whipsuppenieke, as the Indin plantation of six
thousand acres adjoining on the northeastern border was called
Ockoorunganset!,. This plantation, wilk eeveral other tracts of -
land on the northern and western borders, was afterwards an-
nexed to the original grant of six miler square.

In the meantime, “severa] families,” as etated in the Listory
of Mariborough, had settled, at an early day, weat of Assabet and
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near Chauncey pond, and had done ao with an assurance, given
as carly as 1688, that they shounld be erected into a parish as
soon a8 they were able to support a minister: and the people of
Marlborough, in the apirit of liberality, had designated the line
for division “at the cartway at Stirrnp brook, where the Con-
necticutt way now goeth. and to run a parallel line with the
west line of the bounds of the town®

Ar early as 18680, Cold flarbor Meadow hed received its
name and had been laid out in thirty-dowr lote, which was prob-
ably the number of the proprictors of Marlborough plantation;
and in 1672 grants of land wore made to Sawvel Goopenow,
Jouwn and SBawurr. BrigWad, and Jonn Bepiar, all within the
boundz of this thwn.  HaM0EL Goeoenow’s prant comprised the
furma of the late Deacon Joxas BagTeerr and Ginn BarTLETT on
the Marlborongh road. The tragical fate of his daurhter Many,
and the slmost wiraculous escupe of her companion, Mre. Magy
Fat, when overtaken by a band of ruthless rpavages, are too well
kuown to require further notice.  The grave of Mics GoopeNow
still rewaing without o mowument, and sy soon become obliter-
ated and unknown,

Jorx Repiat's dawghier, MesTTAREL, was married fo Naruax-
1EL (JARES, whe inherited his catate. and who lived on what is
known as the Ol Parsogege, having leen in possession aucees-
sivoly of the firat two mintaters of this town, Jouw MarTyw and
Peren WHITNEY,

HawNaE, a daughter of NarsgaNieL OaREs, wns married to
Gersuod Pay, Jr., ond wis the mother of the late Trap. Far,
whom some of ws remember as a ronagenarion nearly half a cen-
tary ago.

SAMUEL BuicaaM Hrved onthe farm east of the Great Chauncey,
now belonging to the State Beferm Behool, and was the ancestor
of the late Dn. Sancer Brigaanm of Marlborough. His brother
Taowmas tived in the weaterly part of Marlborough.

Another brother, Jogx, teccived o grant of land in this same
year, 1662, on what is called in the old records " Licor Meadow
Plain,” so called, I suppose, from its vicinity to the bill which
was already known by the familiar name of Liguor Ifill, now
MY, Assabet. Mr. Brioua is understood to bave been the first




7

settler in that part of Marlborough which forma the two towns
of Weatborough and Northborough, e built a log cabin, and
set up & saw-mill on Howard brook, which, from that time, has
been used as a mill-site, and where can be seen, or could a faw
years sinee, the remains of the cellar where JoHN BrioHAM'S cabin
once stond.  Here be lived for many years & solitary life, until
fear of the savages forced him to loave ; soon after whicl, the
cabin was burnt to the ground, Mis davghter MARY was mar-
ried to Gersnom Fay, Sr., grandfather of the late Nawuvw
Fax, Esq., who lived on the “Coram Farm.” as it was called,
some filty rods this side of the west acheokhouse. A large elm
tree, growing in the cellar, warky the spot where once stood the
houze of GERsHOM Tay, the father of a large family, many of
whose descendants are still with na, and whose farm, with subse-
guent additions, still remaing in the presession of hin descendants.

Among the first settlers of Northburough was Smmon How-
Amrp, whose honse stood u fuw rods west of this church, where the
remains of the cellar are vet visible, and whose land extended on
the north to the brook which is callad by Lis nawe, and on the
caat to the road leading to the wow-mill. It formed the northern
boundary of the weeting-honse commen, & triangular piece of
land, conslsting of two or three aoves, given by Jamea Bader,
another of the frst settlers, wha lived on the spot now oecupked
by the dwelhing-house of J. H. Melnriae,

Another of the early settlors was Winniaw Honrowar, who,
with hig father Apas, lived on the spot whero stands the dwell-
ing-honse of GeoraE H. WiLriana,  Oue of the danghiers, Mary,
was married to JonaTHAN BarTLETT, and was living at ibe time
of my eettlement in this place. Bhe died in 1821, at the ago
of 95. I recall, with pleasure, a social party at my house, con-
sisting of ten or twalve of the more aged persons of my parsh,
at which were present, among others, Madam BarTiirT and
Madam Werrwey, the widow of my respected predecessor in the
ministry.

Hezexian Tomprs lived oo Tomlin Hill; his brother Issac,
on the spot now occupied by the dwolling-house of Gronee C.
Davis, Eeg. :



