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PREFACE.

LANGUAGE-EXERCISE is now found on the pro-
gramme of most Primary Schools, from the lowest
grade upwards. The absence of a text-book, how-
ever, on a subject which must be taught orally,
makes instruction unsystematic and often unsuc-
cessful. In order Lo suggest a method of graded
class-work, which shall include under the head of
Language whatever is taught in reading, writing,
form, color, and number, the author offers the fol-
lowing Hints to the profession, on the basis of
experiments already attempted by teachers whose
assistance is gratefully acknowledged.
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Crinvon, Mass, October, 1885
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HINTS .ON LANGUAGE.

-Grape [.— Firstr YEAR.

Lavcuace 18 the medium through which man
communicates with his fellow. The degree of his
culture is measured by the comparative
fullness and precision with which he uses
this medium. Not so much the posses- Itstrus
sion of knowledge as the ability to impart
it makes him valuable to society, “l'o teach him to
convey his ideas correctly is, then, as high a task as
to teach him the ideas themselves,  But the teacher of
Grade 1. has the double duty of creating ideas in her
pupils’ minds, and of calling out the correct expres-
sion of those ideas, Looked at broadly, it is not her
business to teach ber pupils to read or spell, 1o write
or cipher, but to develop in them the correct use of
the English language in its wrilten or spoken forms,
As the possession of ideas must precede the expres-
sion of them, the teacher will first endeavor to sup-
ply or create ideas in her pupils’ winds., She dees
this through the operation of theit senses, Al W
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