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A
L E T T E R
T O
- THOMAS WILLIAM COKE, Efg.
Of HOLKHAM.

Wherein a full ANSWER is given to his Advertifement
publilhed v the Nosrovk Craronicre and NorwicH
Mercury, May g, :;.1;.'3.

By RICHARD GARDINER, Efq.

Of Mounr AMELIA.
Late Captain In the téith Regiment of QUEEN's Lrg'ht Drjgoum.

Sunt quibus I‘?‘Iﬁtﬂ’d videar Wimis acer, et ultra
Legem tendere cpus cmmmm=n Hor.

There are, I {carce can think it, but am told,
There are, to whom my fatire feems toa bold :
Scarce to ¢¢ Sir Harbord”™ complaifant enough,
And foincthing faid of * Simkin" much too rough.

Pork.
8 quis
Opprobrijs dignum latraverit, integer ipfe;
Selventar rifie tabuley tu miffus abibis, - Hor,

In fuch a caufe the plaintiff would be hifs'd,
My Lords the Judges laugh, and you're difmifs'd.
Pore,

LONDORN:
Printed and fold by M. Folingfby, Temple-Bar: WM. Booth, Norwich;
Eaton, Yarmowh ; Hollingworth, Lynn, aad by all the B-uokfcli:r:
in Town znd Gnuntry. 1778,
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Thomas William Coke, Efq,

S.1R,

ISREPRESENTATION of fafts, as

it is the moft mifchievous, fo it is

the moft difgraceful, of all deviations from
truth. The man, who tells a downright
falfehood, hazards a lie boldly, and till he
1s detetted, triumphs in his audacity ; but
the man, who mLﬁ'i:prefents a fat, by his
falfe calourmg fhews he is confcious and
afhamed of the meannefs of the lie he is
telling, and by glofling it over, confefledly
tries all he can to fneak away from the igs
A2 _ nominy
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nominy of public-and general conviciion,
However this, as in the cafe of the adver-
tifement under examination, rarely hap~
pens: there is a force fo penetrating in
the rayof truth, thatit pierces through atl
“he miftsof delafion, and clouds of mif-
reprefentation that can be formed to ob-
fcure and hide it;° Fruth is invincible,
and is a brilliant that (hines invariably in

..... M

I am fﬂl‘l‘}f to fa}r it, Sir, but your ad-
vertifement of May 2, 1;;78 and fo often
repeated afterwards, is full of this falfe
- colouring and mifreprefentation, from be-
ginning to end; and in what an unfavor-
able light muft it make vou appear-io the
world, when I prove from yourfelf, be-
yond the power of contradition, that you
awas conftious of* the untriith of your af-
fertions at-the time. you put your name 0
this paper, -and ktowingly fet your-hand
to a falfehood? But; Sir, out of regard
o your “father’s memory, I will be as
tender .as I can, and fpare ‘you as much
mnﬁ.zﬁnn as oilele confiftent with' my
own vindication: I 'have dlfo, Sir, a pity
for }ruur youth, which is vifibly led aftray
b}r Improper conneflions. Your firfl'tra:

verfes
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verfei over the gquick-famds of life, have
been. moft certainly ftecred by very trea-
cherous, and unfkilful pilots; and unlefs
you put your vellel on anather. tack, and
thift your helmlman, depend upon it you
will bulge and be a-ground before you are
aware of your danger. I with no fll-timed
partiality, or fond opinion of your own
difcernment, that perhaps has fatally gui-
ded you in forming and implicitly adher-
ing to the prelent band, or rather dandgir: -
about you, may operate too firongly
gainft the force of any reprefentation to
fave you, from the united efforts and fa-
lutary- advice of men whole fr:r:ndfhap
would do you honor: mern of weight in
the county,. folidity and judgment: men
of unembarraffed fortunes, and unim-
peached integrity ; whofe npmmns carry
‘conviftion, and whole years.command au.
thority.n fuch as.thefe are to be found,
Sir, and let me recommend to you to
:make the fearch mt‘mﬂﬂ i

. Bur.'tu come to yuur-_adverl,ifemént, the
main object of this publication; and which;
if the known agent employed by you and
Sir Harbord had not mterpofed and inti-
midated the printers of thc'h%rwifﬁl Pai

pers;
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pers, would have been anfwered by an
advertifement likewife ; I fhould not
otherwife have given myfelf the trouble
of compofing, nor the public of reading,
the following uninterefling pages.

I publifhed my letter to Sir Harbord
Harbord on Saturday, March 21, 1778.
The fatts contained in that letter are un-
controverted to this hour. I am told that
you have occafionally admitted the truth
of thole within your knowledge and experi-
ence; at leall common report fays fo:
the fa@ls alluded to seyond your knowledge,
.the public 1s the judge of ; and as no con-
tradiftory anfwer has beerni given tothem,
it may not unfairly be concluded that
they are true alfo. '

A fecond edition of my letter to Sir
Harbord came out in ten days after the
firft : this too remained uncontroverted ;
but after a total filence from March to
May, Mr. Coke furprifes the public
with the following advertifement, which,
to ufe a word he feems very fond of, he
# thinks it incumbent upon him to lay
* before the public,” which made its firit
appearance in the Narwich papers of Sa-
furday, May 2, :
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Norfolk Chronicle and Norwich Mercury,
May 2, 1778,

“ To the PUBLIC.

« HAVING waited to fee the utmoft
“ Efforts of Mr. Gardiner’s Malice, and
“ Abilities for Abufe; at length I think it
“* incumbent on me to aflure the Public,
“ that all his Affertions of Sir Harbord
“ Harbord’s having done him Differvice
“ with me, are abfolutely FALsE——and
“that all the Difcountenanee I {hew'd
“ him during his Continuance in my Ser-
“ vice, and my final Difmifion of him
“ from that Service, arofe entirely with-
““ out the Advice, Suggeflion, or even Know-
“ ledge of Sir Harbord Harbord, or amy
* other of the Gentlemen lo whom it 5 im-
“ puted in his Pamphiet. That his Con-
“ du&t whilft in my Service, being dif-
“ approved by me; I therefore exercifed
* # that Right, which I apprehend every -
* Gentleman has, and difmifled him with
““a Gratuity of Two Hundred Pounds---
¢ which he has not taken the leaft Notice
“ of in his Publication. ' The public Buf-
“ tle he made at Norwich in Relation to
* Sir Harbord Harbord, after the Afu-

- “ rances
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“ rances 1 had given, that Sir Harbord
** Harbord had never done him any Dif-
“ fervice with me, 1 confidered as imply-
“ ing his Dilbelief of ‘my Aflurances, and
“ confequently as fuch an affront to my-
# felf, that I thought it neceffary to for-
“ bid him my Houfe. Seme Time after-
“ wards finding he did not think the Gra-
 tmty adequate to his Services, I pro-
¢ pofed to refer the Polnt to Arbitration,
* which he at firft refufed, though I am
# informed he has fince inclined to——
“ But as he has now by his Carumnizs
“ and Farsenoons forfeited every Claim
#to my Favor, I fhall leave him to try
“ what the Law will further give him.

THOMAS WILLIAM COKE.”
Holkkam, April 26, 1778.

It is to be remarked here that Mr, Gay
went from a commiffion at Burnham to
Holkham, en Friday, April 24, two days
before the date of this advertifement, pre-
tending great and urgent bufinefs with
Mr. Coke: probably a cabinet ‘council
was fummoned for the Saturday and Sun-
day, to draw up and 1ffue out the above
proclamatmn from the court -at Holkham.
This



