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PRETFATCE

BY THE

E D I T O R

’ I \HE eftablithed reputation of Mr. Evelyn's

Writings would have prevented the Editor
of this very fcarce Tra& from adding any thing
himfelf, ba.d not Time made fome alterations that
appear worthy of notice.

Qur Author expreffes himfelf with proper
warmth and indignation againft the abfurd po-
licy of allowing Brewers, Dyers, Soap-boilers
and Lime-burners to intermix their noilome
works amongft the dwelling-houfes in the City
and Suburbs: But fince his time we have a great
increafe of Glafs-houfes, Founderies, and Sugar-
bakers to add to the black catalogue; at the

head of which muft be placed the Fire-engines of
- the Water-works at London Bridpe and York
Buildings, which (whilft they are working) leave
the aftonithed fpeftator at a lofs to determine

whether they do not tend to poifon and deﬂmy
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muore of the inhabitants by their Smoke gnd Stench
than they fupply with their Water. Our Author alfo
complains that the Gardens about London would
no longcr bear Fruit, and gives inftances of Or-
chards in Barbican and the Strand that were ob-
ferved to have a gaod crop the year in which Vew-
caffle was befieged *, becaufe but a fmall quantity
of Coalt were brought to Lomdons that year;
by this we may obferve how much the evil is in-

creafed fince the time this Treatife was written., It

‘would now puzzle the moft fkilful Gardener to
keep Fruit-trees alive in thefeplaces: The complaint
at this time would be, not that the trees were
without Fruit, but that they would not bear eyen
e he fal of I} the
Although t al of turning all the noxious
Trades a:gc;ne oI::TF::.} town ma];gbc thought im-
practicable, as being inconfiltent with the general
Liberty of the Subjedt; yet certainly fome very
beneficial Regulations lie within the power of the
prefent public-{pirited and a&ive Magiftrates, to
whom, with deference, tthd'ltor {ubmits the fol-
lowing Hints.
Till moreeffe@ual methods can take ce, it
would be of great fervice, to oblige all thofe Trades
who make ufg of large Fires, to carry their Chim-

. ;ﬁw
nies



[ v ]
nies much higher into the-airi'_than thtcy hmie at
ent; this expedient would {requently help to
Enr:lr?ey the Smo?ﬁway above the buildings, and
in a great mealure difperfe it into diftant parts
without its falling on the houfes below.

Workmen thould be confulted, and encouraged
to make experiments, whether a particular con-
ftrudion of the Chimnies would not athift in con-
veying off the Smoke, and in fending it higher into
the air before it is difperfed.

A method of charring fea-coal, fo as to diveft
it of its Smoke, and yet leave it ferviceable for
many purpofes, (hould be made the obje& of a
very firi& enquiry; and Premiums fhould be given
to thole that were fuccefsful in it, Proper indul-
gences might be made to fuch Sugar, Glafs, Brew-
houfes, &c. as fhould be built at the defired dif
tance from town; and the building of more within
the City and Suburbs prevented by Law: This
method, vigoroudly perfifted in, would in time re-
move them all.

The difcernment and good fenfe of the ,mnt
times are loudly called on, to abolifh the
cuftom of laying the Dead torot amongft the Living,

* Many of thaie buildings have no Chimnies, and appear to be con-
fbi whed ‘purpolely to beat the Smoke downwards.
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hy burying in Churches and Church-yards within
the town ; this Pra®ice has not efcaped our Au-
thor’s cenfure: and Foreigners have often expofed
the abfurdity of the proceeding, But it feems to
be left particularly to the Magiftracy and Citizens
of London, to fet an example to the reft of this
Kingdom and to E«rope, by removing a nuifance
which Ignorance and Superftition have entailed on
us hitherto; and which, amongft thoie that are not
well acquainted with our Religion, brings a dif-
grace on Chriftianity itfelf. It will be a Work of
little thew or oftentation, but the Benefits arifing
from it will be very extenfive and confiderable: in
both relpedts it recommends itlelf in a particular
manner to an opuleat and free people ®,

To confirm what "our Author has vrged againft
the Air of Londor, the Reader is defired to take a
view of the Bills of Mortality, and the Calculations
made from them; and he will find that there is a
walle of near ten thoufand people, who are drawn
every year from the Country to fupply the room
of thofc that Lendon deftroys beyond what it raifcs.
Indeed the Supply that the Town furnithes towards

v Amongft the semaine of old Rame the grandear of the Common-
wealth {hews Jtfelf chiedy in wnrkl that are either necelfary or conve-
mient; on the centrary, ¢ maguificence of RKewe under the Emperors is
feen pripcipally in (uch works a3 are u'lh:r for Ofteatation ot Luxury,
thun any real Ubefulnefs or Nocefiity. ApprsoN,
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ing up its own Inhabitants appeared fo very
mﬁ% ti[:e ablelt Calculator mgpﬂ moft rational
Enquirer? into this fubjedt, that he owne he was
afraid to publith the refult.

But, without the ufe of Calculations it is evident
to every one who looks on the yearly Bill of Mor-
tality, that near half the’ children that are born
and bred in Lomdon die under two years of age®.
Some have attributed this amazing deftruftion to
Luxury and the abule of Spirituous Liquors : Thefe,
no doubt, are powerful alfiftants; but the conftant
and unremitting Poifon is communicated by the
foul Air, which, as the Town {till grows | , has
made regular and feady advances in its fatal in-
fluence.

The ancient Greels and Romans, even in their
greateft ftate of Refinement, were reconciled by
habit to the cuftom of expofing and deftroying
young Children, when Parents did not choole to
{fupport them: The fame praétice is familiar among
the Chinefe at this day. We fhudder and are
thocked at the barbasity of it, but at the fame

% Corbyn Morris, Efg;
* A Child born o a Country Village hev an even chance of living near
years. Much has been fid againft bothers who put out their Chil=
dren to nutfe; and where they dive in an bealtby air, the praflice in gene-
nlly unjuftifiable ; but the chance for Lift in infunts, who sre confined in
ilepﬂf;rntfnul Air of Leedow, is fofmall, that & is highly prudent and
commendable co vemove them from 3t se early as pofible.
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time are accuftomed to read with great compo-
fure of the deaths of thoufands of Infants, fuffo-
cated every Year by Smoke and Stenches which
good poliey might in a great mealure remove.

QOur Author, who had been very inftrumental
in reftoring Char/es to his Throne, was unfortunate
in recommending a work of fuch confequence to
fo negligent and diffipated a Patron: The Editor
is encouraged by a more promifing appearance of
fuccefs:” He has feen with pleafure many improve-
ments of great importance to the elegance and
welfare of this City, undertaken and completed in
a fhort time, when mapiftrates of lefs public
fpirit and perfeverance than our prefent would
have pronounced them to have been impradticable.

Loxdm, Morch 16, 1772,
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