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INTRODUCOTION.

Taz present volume eomprises some of the first principles as well
s duties of Inetituted Worship, a theme well befitting the carsful
attention of every member of the human race, and more particularly
those amongat them who claim to be members of the Church of
Christ. All scceptable worship towards QGod is that alone which ia
rendered according to divine suthorization, and in duly onder-
standing the divine provisions in reference to this service are
involved the best interests of man. At sundry timee sand in divers
manners it has pleased the Almighty to make known to us his
will, In the last of these times the divine will, as to Gospel
‘Worship, has been fully delivered to us by our Lord and then by
his Apostles. And the New Testament contsine these divine
instructions in referenee to Christian Worship. The divine will bas
also been delivered in a variety of ways; and these ways we find to
be more or less direct in expression. Now, to understand our
Heavenly Director we must take His gracious revelations just as it
has pleased Him to deliver them to man, and seek, by means of the
Holy 8pirit's inetruction, that full understanding which shall make
us, as worehippers, fully satisfied that we are walking in the ways
of God. Of course some of the passapges [rom which we have to
deduee much that is important, may mot seem to be all that is
desirable, yal;- as infinite wisdom bhas been tbe director in these
gracious discoveriee, we may conclude there is all thot is truly
requisite for the purpose.

It would be an unhappy mistake were we to think that we
might demand whatever kind of direction we pleased for our own
satinfaction, for it is the prerogative of God alone to direct in these
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matters, and he is graciously pleased to do it in his own way—
sometimes by an example, at other times by a direct eharge. Ounly
by inference can some duties of faith and obedience be evineed from
the Word. It is not oars to choose how we will be spoken to or
instructed by our Heavenly Father, but we must wait upon him for
his discoveries as to the way he plesses to permit us to spproach
him in worship. And should we place our judgment abave that of
our Divine Instructor as to what is requisite for the ends of duly
directing the devout in worship, wa shall perplex ourselves with
offence about the divine method, merely to enjoy our own state of
self-eatisfaction. Every truth does net lie npon the surface, there
are some for which we must dig; nor does truth ever present itself
#0 evidently to the mind ss to need but little thought. Some truths
can be secured by the earnest and the thinking only after they have
lifted up their desire and their voives to him who giveth liberally
the wisdom they need.

United Christian worship necessarily calls for the free and
intelligent co-operation of the worshippera, some ss leaders, others
as followers, and this requisite condition has given rise to many
existent eonflicting rules and regulations amonget Christians, for
which divine authority is sore or less claimed, To many devout
persons thiz state of things appears to affect the very vitals of
Cliristian unity, and to throw the Church of Christ characterized
in divine will as under one Lord, bolding one faith, and sanctified
by one Spirit, into the utmost eonfusion. But this is through
estimating unity by wrong eriterions. In every company the
purpose may be eimilar, yet the methods adopted for the accom-
plishment of the same end may vary. As our Heavenly Father
pow seeks worshippers who ehall approach him in spirit and in
truth, there must necessarily be a margin, within which variations
in Christian charity must be sllowed, for every one and every
party xannot be of the sawe standard of proficiency. We must
take ns the proper criterion of unity THE ACTUAL DIVINE WORE AND
TUE DIVINELY RECORDED WILL IN TILis MaTTER, and not, aa the
suthorised expenent of that will, any uninepired mortal, however
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wise and good such may appesr. We con obey only so far as we
truly apprehend the will of God in these matters. Where there is
Tequired union there must be agreement; but that sgreement
should never over-ride the dictates of the will of Christ as recorded
in the Seripturcs. In this department of obedience, ns in differences
between Christians, while the purposs in cach is true and sineere,
separate interests and bodily divisions appear, yet not necessarily
any severance from Christ. Each is united to him as the head,
The conventionalities of parties may give cutward forma of various
aspects, yet continue to be based upon the fundamental principles
held forth by the word of God. This fact overlocked will mislead
those who look no deeper than the surface. Unity in religious
obedience will be considered to be but a theory unrealized as yet in
practico, and femptation may arise to exercise an act of officious-
neas in again recasting these diversities into & new model—a
change, in fact, without s virtual difference, Buch ideas must be
set aside to give place to better. There is but one Lord, and bug
one Bpirit, under whom all the acceptable operations in the Church
upon earth proceed ; we os fellow. workers instruct and exhort our
fellow Christians, but the consistency of the whole is our Tord's
department, which he slone can rectify by divine power. There is
a proper spirit in which the divine instructions for Worship are to
be followed. If in a spirit of mere formal propriety we seek to Wor-
ship, we may fail insecuring the essential benefit beld forth by
+ promise, The epirit, ns well a8 the troth, s requisite; the Spirit
of grace and supplication. Forme may be to a great extent our
own human modifieations of propriety; we should not, therefore,
rest on these without the Spirit of Grace as the prime essential,

To the devont and inquiring Christian I trust the following
work will prove acceptable. It is an epitome of conclusions gathered
from thoss instructive passages found in the Scriptures, suthorizing
and directing the observance of the several ordinances of Christian
Worship. I am aware the subject embraces wany points upon
which opposite conelusions bave been, and still continue to be,
held, and this eondition of the worshipping world continues to give
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strength to much isolation and unfrisndliness between many real -
Christisns. I caonot flatter myself that my work in this depart-
ment will be allowed to pasa free from such treatment, but he who
intends to follow his Lord in the work of instruction, however
humble, must in measure meet with his proportion of opposition
and rejection. In thus epitomizing these pointa I trust I ehall
aid the Christian reader to prove all things, and hold fast that
which is good in divine Worship, to his own benefit and the glory
of God; end in attaining this, the end I have proposed to myself
in writing will then be accomplished. Although these duties
have in past times given rise to much bitter controversy, the
period is no doubt now come when they can be viewed without
asperity, and divested of party rancour. Indeed, the advance of
traditional Christianity in ity impoeing ritualism and dictatorial
claims for imperial human infallibility, should eall all wha love
Seriptural Wership to look more closely into the basis of their own
views and practices upon this subject. Undoubtedly s clear insight
into the teaching of the New Testament concerning divinely in-
stituted Gospel Worship must be the beat remedy for that darkness
on the subject which largely prevails, and which yields a basis for
the imposition of buman commands upon the willing devotee, to the
exclusion of true epirituality in Worship.

My purpose in this work is to aid the devout worshipper in
attending to the will of God as delivered for his instruetion in .the
Beriptures, With earnest desire to astisfy myself as to the duties
of instituted Worship, I originally set myself to collect from the
macred Seriptures, as the sole authority in these matters, the mind
of God which authorized the various ordinances of Gospel Worship;
and thus baving instructed myself, I felt persuaded that what I
found good for myself would be so for others: for thoas who can
be satisfied with a simple, unvarnished stutement of Seripture con-

. clueions upon the subject.

In conclusion, I would call attentiom to the fact that the
present volume i first in order on Instituted Worship, although
that on the Goepel Church, advertised st the end of this volume,
has preceded it in time; circumstances having induced me to send
that first to the preea. H W
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