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PREFACE.

Tae Holy Beriptures are a great store-housa of
biography ; much of which is, and ever has been
highly interesting to the young. The great df-
culty is in leading them to & proper method of
studying it. The best method with which I am
‘acquainted is to study, chieily, the Bible itself, com-
paring Seripture with Seripure; and haviog at
hand for oceasional eonsultation a good “ Hormony,™
a Bible Dictionary, amd one or mere of the beat
Comnentarvies. As a merely indellectual exercise, [
know of npone which Is more happily calcuiated to
discipline the mental powers than this; while it is
not only usefill in this respect, but pleasant and
agraeable, and especiaily valuable on aecount of it
moral influence snd tendeney. To eat and drink
with thoss holy, self-denying men, whose history
fills 8o many pages of the Bihle—to traval with them,
antl enjoy their- conversation—and above all, to
sympathize with them, though in imagination only, is
an exercise of no common importancs or interest.

It was, at one Lime, my iotention to add to what '
s here presented, several circumsances of the life
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of Peter, which, though not found in the Bacred
Volume, are belisved by many profane writers ; and
which are certainly very interesting. But on further
reflection, it was thought unsafe to expese the young
mind to the danger of confounding what is at best
doabtful with what ia of unquestionable authentieity :
they were therefore ornilied.

If this litte volume shonld not prove a means of
leading the reador to study, with inereased interest,
the life of Peter in the Beriptures themaelves ;—if he
should rest contented with that view of his charne-
ter, which i3, at best, but an imperfeet one, the enda
which I had in view in preparing it will not be an-
awernd. True, it oy be read, n8 T trust, with some
advantage, considered a8 a mers piece of biogruphy,
Btilly if it have no higher effeet,—if it advance no
young mind, nor draw any young heart—with the
Divine Blepsing—towards the Anthor and Source of
life, light, and imrmortality, the study of it ia, at most,
@of the earth, earthy.”

That it may subserve a nobler purpose, however,—
that it may lead parcows, ad children, and teachors,
and especially the teachers and members of Babbath
schools and Bible classes, to a more earnest, patient,
and laboricus investigation of SBeripture, and Serip-
ture character, and thus prove useful 10 the Church
and to the world, is the hearty wish of

TUHE AUTHOR.
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