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THE PREFACE.

Four monthe ago, when attending the Oonferenes in Liverpeol,
a friend desired the wrifer to prepave, and publich his views oo
several things whish appeared to affact the state and prospects of
tha Connexion ; and, befors leaving that town, smother friend
made & similar vequest. Tn both onses the writer was taken by
gurprise; &nd, though quite aware that the judgment of soch
friends was entitled to reapectful attention, he could not then
hold ont any hopa of being able fo realize their wishes.

But, if thare was no immedinta deciion, those requests lod to
reflection. Materinls, gathered and laid up year afler year,
together with an intimate asquaintance with every department of
our Oonnexional operations, somewhat prepared the writer for the
work suggested, and when pressed on his sttention, s sense of
duty constrained him to give it the most reapectful conaideration.
The cares and toils of a large and important Circnit, combined
with & great amount of Comnexiomal serviee, which, ss usual
devolyed upon him, appesred bhowever to forbid any ides of its
being accomplished under existing circumstances. DBut, thoogh



