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PREFACE

The sixth edition of Harper’s ELEmexTs o HEBREW appeared in
1885. Sinee that time it has served the needs of large numbers of
students beginning the study of Hebrew, and has gained for itself a
secure position among elementary text-books. But during the past
thirty-five years much progress has been made in the study of
Hebrew grammar, of which Harper's ELEMENTS remained unaware,
The late President Harper himself was, of course, fully conscicus of
this, and frequently expressed his eagerness to bring out a new edi-
tion of the ErzmexTs. The pressure of official duties, however, and
his premature death denied him this privilege.

The value of the Harper manner of approach to the study of He-
brew has been so clearly demonstrated in the experience of successive
generations of students that the perpetuation of the text-books in
which it is embodied seems called for. To this end the present re-
vision has been undertaken. Effort has been made to preserve the
form and method of the original as far as possible. The changes in-
corporsted in the new edition are only such as seem demanded by
the present status of our knowledge of Hebrew and Semitic grammar,
The more important of these changes may be noted here. :

(1) The half-open syllable has been eliminated, as was suggested
by Sievers (Metrische Studien, vol. I, p. 22), and approved by Gesenius-
Kautzach (Hebr. Gremmatik, 28th ed., 1909). (2) A beginning hes
been made along the line of bringing Hebrew grammar into accord
with the results of the modern study of phonetica. This involves
some marked changes in the treatment of the Hebrew vowel-system;
but it seems well to make this departure, even in a book for beginners,
since beginners are emtitled to protection from known errors; and
further because many students in our best colleges are learning the
newer phonetic principles and will welcome them as old friends when
they find them in this new field. (3) A frank acceptance has been
accorded the biliteral explanation of the socalled Y3 and Y
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verbs and mouns, This point of view seems more nearly in accord-
ance with the facts, and likewise makes the study of these forms
simpler for beginners. The biliteral hypothesis has not been carried
as far here as it might well be in 8 more sdvanced grammar, its appli-
cation being confined to the more apparent cases, for the sake of sim-
plicity.

It remains to express my sense of obligation to two of my col-
leagues. Professor Tra Maurice Price has read the work both in
manuseript and in proof, and has done much to insure accuracy in
printing. To Professor Martin Sprengling, who read the book in
manusecript, I am especially grateful for numerous and valuable sug-
gestions, the acceptance of which will, I trust, greatly increase the
worth of the book. Its errors are my own; I eannot hope to have
escaped error in the presentation of a subject beset with so much
that is problematical. “To err is human; to forgive, divinel” I
can hope only that the present edition may give a new lease of life
to this work of my greatest teacher.

J. M. Powis Surrs.
Tem Usiverarry or CEicaso, Jan. 1, 1621,



PREFACE TO THE SIXTH EDITION

The first edition of the ELeMENTs was issued in July, 1881; the
second, in October, 1882; the third, in February, 1883; the fourth,
in November, 1883: the fifth, in November, 1884. All these editions,
the first excepted, were printed from one set of plates, with only such
changes and additions, from time to time, as the use of the same
plates would permit. The peculiar circtimstances of publication ex-
plained, although they could not excuse, the incomplete, and often
imperfect, treatment accorded in these editions to very many of the
subjects. While the present edition lays no claim to completeness,
or to freedom from error, it will certainly be found more nearly com-
plete and perfect than preceding editions. The author can only re-
gret that regular and special duties of a most exacting nature, have
not permitted him to give that amount of time, or that attention to
the preparation of the book, which justice to the subject, to those
who may use the book, and to himself, demanded.

The present edition, which contains nearly one hundred additional
pages, and is entirely re-written, differs considerably from the former
editions, and radically from other grammars now in common use.
Some of the distinguishing features of the grammar deserve, perhaps,
special mention:

1) For the purpose, not of aiding the beginner to proncunce, but
of teaching the exact force and value of the several consonant- and
vowel-sounds, a minute system of transliteration has been employed,
by which the attention of the student is directed from the very be-
ginning to the details of the vowel-system. Too little, by far, is
made in Hebrew study, of the vowel-system, without a correct knowl-
edge of which all effort is merely groping in darkness,

2) A tolerably exhaustive treatment, more complete perhaps than
any that has yet appeared in English, is given of the various vowel-
sounds. Each sound is trested separately, the laws which regulate
its occurrence and the grammatical forms in which it appears being
carefully noted.
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3) Certain important distinctions, not heretofore generally recog-
nized by American teachers, are indicated throughout the grammar;
e. g, (c) the tonedong é (<), heightened from &, which is seen in
Segholates, in [1"D Imperfects and Participles, and dlsewhere; (b} the
naturally long ¢ (") contracted from ay, which occurs in plural
mm!:dorethepmnominalwﬂhuq,anndinwrhjnlmper-
fﬁetabeluren_"l; {¢) the & obscured from 4, as distinguished from the
d=quw.

4) Instead of adopting & new Paradigm-word for each class of
weak verbs, the verhb Ipwljia retained, with such variation as the
particular wesk verb under consideration demanded; e. g., ')my
for the ‘B guttural verh, ﬁﬂp for the J"} verb, Iﬂp for the
Y'Y verb. There can be no objection to this method. Many
grammarians have adopted it in the treatment of noun-formation,
Experience has shown that, in this way, men learn the verb more
rapidly and more thoroughly.

5) In the treatment of the strong verb, the student is referred, in
every case, to the primary form or ground-form from which the form
in use hag arisen in sccordance with the phonetic laws of the lan-
guage. That treatment which starts with stems having the form
which occurs in the Perf. 3 m. sg., or Impf. 3 m. sg., is, at the same
time, unscientific and unsatisfactory. The bugbear of Hebrew gram-
mar is the weak verb. Nor will it be otherwise so long as the effort
is made to explain the forms of weak verbs from those of the strong
verb, How absurd, for example, to derive D"lp‘ from & form like
‘prap* but how simple to derive it from s form Tike ':ﬂ:\p" the
ground-form of ';up-r Together with the form in use, the student

should learn also the primary form from which the usual form is
derived. This method will furnish a knowledge of the langusge,
which will be not only more scientific, but also more lasting.

8) Particular attention is given to the subject of noun-formation,
and on this is based the treatment of noun-inflection. The same
method which would teach the primary forms of verbal stems, will
also teach the primary forms of noun-stems,

7) That fiction of Hebrew grammarians, the connecting-vowel, has
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been practicaily discarded. The Hebrew has no connecting-vowels.
The vowels incorrectly called connecting-vowels are the relics of old
case- or stem-endings. These case- or stem-endings, summarily dis-
posed of in current grammars under the head of * paragogic’ vowels,
are restored to the position which their existence snd occurrence
demand.

But it is asked, What has a beginner to do with all this? Why
should & grammar which proposes only to consider the “elements™
of the language, take up these subjects? While this may do for
specialists, of what service is it to him who studies Hebrew only for
exegetical purposes? Our reply is this :—

1) The experiment of teaching men something about Hebrew gram-
mar, of giving them only a superficial knowledge, has been tried for
hslf a century; and it has failed. Men instructed in this manner
take no interest in the study, learn little or nothing of the language,
and forget, almost before it is learned, the little that they may have
acquired. If for no other reason, the adoption of a new system is
justified by the lamentable failure of the old to furnish any practical
resulis.

2} Those who take up the study of Hebrew are men, not children.
Why ehould they not learn, as they proceed, the explanation of this
or that fact? Why should the student be told that the Infinitive
Construct (10D is formed from the Absolute (‘;mi:,} by reject-
ing the pretonic qEméc?  Is it not better that he should learn at once
that the & of the Construct is from i, while the & of the Absolute is
from 4, and thus be enabled to grasp all the more firmly those two
great phonetic laws of the language, keightening and obscuration?

3) The best way, always, to learn & thing is the right way, even if,
&t first, it is more difficult. If there ¢¢ a difference between the & of
the Imperfect, Imperative and Infinitive Construct on the one hand,
and the 8 of the Infinitive Absolute and Participles on the other,
what is gained by passing over it in silence ?

4) In order to learn any subject, the student must be interested in
that subject. Is he not more likely to be interested in an accurate,
scientific treatment, than in an arbitrary, superficial treatment?

The treatment adopted in the ErEmeNTs is an inductive one, so



