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This little book appears in response to many urgent re-
quests from friends who, at some tine, have been under
the auihor’s toitiom or supervision, and who heleve, with
him, that iostroction o Loglish grammar may be much
simplified; that often too much time is spent in going over
umimportant details 0 parsing and a.rlalysia; and that the
ahility to illustrate synthetically -t\rtry prineiple of syntux,
and to correct any viclation thereof, is of greater value than

15 generally considered,
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THE RULES OF S$YNTAX."

The following principles of constrction are observed by the
Liest writers of the English language, and are, therefore. the
Rules of Syotax.

RIULE I

The subject of a finite verh muost be in Lne nominative case,
1. The suhject mayv be placed before the verb.

“The day is dawning.”

“*Man goeth forth to bis work,"

2. The subject may be placed afier ihe verh.

“fzo thou to the ant.”

“ Btraight is the gate, and narrow 18 the way."”

“*There was o man in the land of Tz

3. The subject may be placed after the first anxiliary.
“Can mortal man be more just thau God ?"

“What did he say? "

4, The subject may be a word.

““The snow falls.”

* Beeing is bebieving,"

5. The subject may be a pnrase.

“T'o seeis to believe,”

* To geek preferment is the privilege of American ciiizens,”
6. The subject may be a clausge.

“That you have wronged me doth appear in this."”
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"Whence he received ench information i a matter of
iterest to the court.!’

"!“E{ﬁ'mt j-’lﬂ-&l‘ﬂi@f?&gg! fer you to he idle would be onjust,”
AEREi e lon  RULECIL

A noun or proooun used wvith g finite verb to form the predi-
cate of a sentence must be in the nominative case.

1. The predicave nominative may be o word,

* Thou art the man.”

“And am 1 he that is thus acensed 27

Y He returned a friend, wlhao came a foe”

*She looked a goddess, and she walked o ueen. "

*Arnohl was called a troitor,”

“Art thou thal traitor nngel 7

“I wag cyes to the hind, and feet was T to the lame,"”

* e you know who she =2

“ Tiz mpost just that thog 4een Taseal™ .

* The prisoncr is supposed to he a murderer 7"

2. The predivate naminative may be n phrasc.

“*Tobe pood is ta he happy ™

*To rise high in noble citizenship is 1o honor Him who hath
piven power and privilee to oian.”

“To parpose i not necessarily o propose "

"To be friendless is to he without friends.”

3. The predicate nominative may he a clausc,

“The truth ix that 1 am tived of ticking '

“The question iz, Where shall we obtain witnesses? "

“The motion before the house is understood 1o be, ' That
hereafier no base-ball games he allowed to he plaved on Sun-
dayv.”" '

4. In many abridged forms of expression, the Arite verh
gives place Lo a participle, the subject of the finite verh becom-
ing a possessive before the participle, or being omitted. Insuch
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cases the predicate nominative remaing a nomigative, thus
furming an exception to the rule,

*His being an Englishman was greatly in his favor.”

" Thex were ridiculed for being a peculiar people.’

** The atrocions crime of heing @ young man [ shall attempt
_ neither to pulliate noer to deny”'

“How many are injured by Adam’s fall, who koo nothing
of there ever having been snch a man in the world ! :

“This our Saviour Himsdl was pleased 1o pse aa the
strongest argument of His being the promised Messiah ”

*1 had a suspicion of the fellow's being o swindler,™

“Who then can besr the thought of being an outeast fom
his presence ? ™

5. Whet the sentence is abridged in the form of the * nomi.
native independent, or absclote, with a participte,” the noun
m the predicate is in (he same caze,

“Webster being a recognized authority, we consulted im.”

* Addizon being an author of the purest English, we advised
the ¢lass to imitate his styfe”

RULE IlI.

The subject of an infinitive musl be in the oljective case.

“We have known Mr. Gough to canse tears and laughter at
almost the same instant."

* All wished him to repeat the lectare.”

* They supposed him to have pone by another route.”

“The officers thought the man to be guilty,™

RULE IV,
A noun or pronoun uvsed with an infinitive to form the
predicate must be in the objective cane,
L | suppused ¥ou to have been the man.™
* They thought it to be me.™



