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PREFACE.

THE [ame of Father Monsabré as a pulpit
orator is world-wide. He holds the same place
today in the school of sacred oratory that Fa.
ther Lacordaire held, and like the illustrious pane-
gyrist of O'Connell, he has filled the first pulpit
of the Church in France.

The Lenten conferences in the Cathedral of
Notre Dame, Paris, have been preached by Pére
Monsabré since 1872 with singular success. They
arc remarkable for learning and piety, and have
had a large circulation in France and Italy.
The conlerences on * Marriage™ have an ever-
present interest, and the following translation
of them will afford the Englishspeaking world
an opportunity to read the best thoughts of
the greatest of modern preachers on Marriage,
Divorce, cte.
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ConFERENCE .

@bt %amﬁiy of gnrriugt.

My Logd' Axp GENTLEMEN :—There is noneed
of my announcing to you the subject on which 1
must speak this year. You know it. In the in-
teresting study of the grace of Jesus Christ which
has engaged us for five years, there is only one
more sacrament for us to examine, It 1s marriage,
the second of the social sacraments, ordained for
the reparation of the losses which Christian so-
ciety suffers from the blows of death, and for the
education of the holy race of the children of God.

As the natural family is the foundation of all
civil society, so the Christian family is the foun.
dation of that great spiritual society which is
collected, governed, and made perfect by the priest-
hood.  The source of the patural family is the
conjugal union of man and woman, but in order
to make that union the source of the Christian
family, God has transferred it from the world of
nature to the world of grace, by raising it to the
dignity of a sacrament.

This, gentlemen, is an important fact, 1t will
serve as a principle to determine clearly the condi-
tion of those united under the law of grace, and to
refute the errors of those who pretend to reduce

! Monseigneor Kichard, Archbishop of Paris.



