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FOREWORD.

One day about the middle of the month of Uay,
15494, looking round an old bookslall in Leith Walk,
Williamson's by name, [ chanced on « bundle of odds
and ends marked af the low price of twopence, and
from a cursory exemingfion of the bundle, thinking
it might contain something of interest, I became the
possessor.  After making another purchase I hied
me to my working den to weed the lot, and as & hap-
pened I consigned most of the twopence worth to the
wasle paper, including a copy of {he Superior Printer,
printed and published somewhere in America, and I
though! I was done with superior printing, but of a
leisurely moment, o few days afler, on passing lhe
witsle box, fhis Superior Printer agoin ceught my
eye, and I looked over ifs puges more carefully than
before, when behold an extract on “Reading Print-
erg,”” from a magazine called The Ink Fiend, came
inle view, and, glancing over the paragraf, the name
of my future correspondent, the printer of these
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sheets, atfracted my nolice. [T read the extract and—
well, there was something aboul the senfences and
matier which struck me, so that I made up my mind
to write Mz. H. R. Boss, whose name I had stumbled
on in this manner. For this purpose I rolled up the
sheet, intending to fake ¢ home and have another
look over it previous fo writing. On the way home,
when calling for my monthly magazine, I handed my
superior prinded lreasure to the shopgirl lo be volled
up therewith ; bul alus, on arriving home T found the
precious sheel had slipped out of the roll by [he way,
and was now lost Lo me. So there was nolhing left
for me bul {v draw on my memory for lhe facts
staled in my posl-card as printed af page 9 of this
velume.

Suck i3 the history of my intiatory steps lo the
following imperfect lelters of mine, put fogether ai
spare inlereals, and begun without any intendion of
publication.  And, althounh rather belated, I desire
to thanl the postoffice officials at (hicago for their
courfesy in forwarding my post-card lo Mz, James
W. Tuewer; fo whom my lhanks are also due for
transmitting it fo my friend. 1 also return thanks
to all those whe, though nel numerous, have Tindly
furnished me with replies fo my enquiries concern-
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ing the name and its bearers, or who have given infor-
mation about Findred matlers.

For the satisfaclion of the curious with reference
to the illustrations, I may say that my great-grand-
father's signature, at page 25, 13 from the subscribed
eopy of the Salemn League and Covenant, preserved
in Queen Ann Slreet Church, Dunfermiine, of which
he was one of the origingl members, and where he
filled the office of a deacon for about fwelve years.
And the other zincografs are from drawings by me,
unless otherwise mentioned ; they are Teft in oufline
to be coloured by hand if the possessor 15 s¢ inclined.

Edinburqgh. W. G B

PREFATORY.

The arigination of this beok i well told by Me.
Witriam Granam Boss in kiy "Foreword.”  When
I began the printing of these letlers it was with the
expeclation (hat they would make a pamflet of fordy
or fifty pages, and that they might be of inferest to
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the small number of members of the Boss Famivy of
whom I then knew. The work, however, hos exceeded
my anticipafions and grown into o book, and the dis-
covery has been made that the Desses are much more
numersus, in all parts of this country, af least, than
I had any idea of.

In the preparation of my part of dhis book I have
been hampered by the indifference of many of whom
I have sought information, whe have ulferly neg-
lected to reply to my letters, and by (he ignorance of
many others who have never known, or have failed to
remember, much of (he family history. Lack of pe-
eunfary wmeans has prevenled my having researches
made tn Hbravies and public offices in various parts
of the counlry; and I have been [forced lo conteat my-
self with such information as I could obtain from
Meder S0urces.

If the present volume g successful in awakening
a proper inlerest in the subjecl. and in making re-
turng for the money I have expended wpon tf, 1t will
be followed by one or more other valumes, which it
¢z hoped will be of infercst and value, and, possibly,
result in fracing the hislory of the families of the
three brothers who, I am persuaded, were the first of
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the name to settle in this country, and in finding
many of their descendants of the present day.

Lo those who have answered my gueries, o many
others who have aided by suggesting possible sources
of information, and especially fo Mr. WiLLiam
Granam Boss, who kas confributed so mach fo fhis
book, I return my hearly thanks.

H.R. B
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“Huery family should have a family genealogust,
¥ ®% % ¥ ® ¥ ¥ Ji 45 esfraordinary hew
often, cven in pedigrees of enciend fumilies, modern
ficts about cadels are despised. Regrets begin after
the links are lost.”

The Secottish Antiquary, July, 1801
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WILLIAM GRAMAM Boss,



